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Th e Rich la n ds  Town  Cou n cil h eld  a  regu la r  m on th ly m eet in g in  th e Rich la n ds  

Cou n cil Ch a m bers  on  J u n e 10 , 2014  a t  7 :30  pm  with  th e followin g p res en t :  

 

 Ma yor : J a n n is  Wh ite 

 Town  Ma n a ger : Tim  Ta ylor  

 Town  Clerk : Su s a n  Wh it t   

 Town  Attorn ey: Bra d  Ra t liff 

 Cou n cil Mem bers : J oe McCra cken , Rod  Cu ry, La rry J oh n s on ,  

 Fra n ces  Mea dows , Dou g Ra t liff, Ma ry An n  Stron g 

  

Ma yor  Wh ite ca lled  th e m eet in g to order . 

 

Ma yor  Wh ite ga ve th e in voca t ion  a n d  led  th e Pledge of Allegia n ce. 

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  if a n yon e wou ld  like t o s pea k  u n der  Un s ch edu led  

Com m en ts .  Gin ger  Bra n ton -Rich la n ds  Area  Ch a m ber  of Com m erce, Sh a wn  

Du rh a m  with  Fou r  Sea s on s  YMCA, Ea r l Boyd , a n d  Vick ie En gla n d  a ll a s ked  to 

be a dded .   

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  if th ere were a n y a dd it ion s / delet ion s  to th e a gen da . 

Hea r in g n on e, s h e a s ked  for  Motion  t o a pprove th e a gen da  a s  a m en ded . Rod  

Cu ry m a de th e Motion , s econ ded  by J oe McCra cken . Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . 

Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite s a id  th a t  Cou n cil will be goin g in to clos ed  s es s ion  b r iefly. J oe 

McCra cken  m a de th e Motion  to go in to clos ed  s es s ion  pu rs u a n t  to Sect ion  

2 .23711  A (5 ) Pros pect ive Bu s in es s -wh ere n o p reviou s  a n n ou n cem en t  h a s  been  

m a de-Project  J on a h , s econ ded  by Rod Cu ry. Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  

ca rr ied .  

 

Cou n cil wen t  in to clos ed  s es s ion  a t  7 :40  p m  a n d  retu rn ed  a t  8 :10  pm . 

 

Fra n ces  Mea dows  m a de th e Motion  to retu rn  from  clos ed  s es s ion  pu rs u a n t  to 

Sect ion  2 .23711  A (5 ) Pros pect ive Bu s in es s -wh ere n o p reviou s  a n n ou n cem en t  

h a s  been  m a de-Project  J on a h , s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on .  Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 

6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

All cou n cil m em bers  a ffirm ed  th a t  th e on ly bu s in es s  d is cu s s ed  wa s  pu rs u a n t  

to Sect ion  2 .23711  A (5 ) Pros pect ive Bu s in es s -wh ere n o p reviou s  

a n n ou n cem en t  h a s  been  m a de-Project  J on a h . 

 

Th ere a re two s ets  of m in u tes  to a pprove, on e wa s  th e Pu b lic Hea r in g on e for  

th e regu la r  m eet in g. Does  a n yon e h a ve a n y a m en dm en ts , correct ion s  or  

ch a n ges  to eith er  s et  of m in u tes ? Hea r in g n on e, Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  for  a  

Motion  to a pprove both  s ets  of m in u tes . Rod  Cu ry m a de th e Motion  to a pprove 

both  s ets  of Min u tes , s econ ded  by Ma ry An n  Stron g.  Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 .  

Sch edu led  Pu b lic Com m en ts : 

Den n is  Lee-wa s  n ot  a b le to a t ten d .  

La rry J oh n s on -Wa n ted  to p res en t  a  p la qu e for  a  d is t in gu is h ed  cit izen . He h a d  

a s ked  Ma yor  Wh ite for  h er  perm is s ion  ea r lier . Th e rea s on  h e decided  to do th is  

is , a  few yea rs  a go h e h a d  th e oppor tu n ity to do s om e pa perwork  (a t  h is  job ) for  

th is  cou p le, wh om  h e h a d  kn own  for  s evera l yea rs . Th e m a n  m a de a  com m en t  

to m e th a t  h e ju s t  likes  to m a ke peop le s m ile a n d  to m a ke th em  h a ppy.  It  

n ever  rea lly h it  m e u n t il a  cou p le of weeks  a go, I wa s  in  th e h os p ita l. Wh ile 

la yin g in  th e h os p ita l, look in g ou t  th e win dow, I s ee a ll of th es e peop le com in g 

in  a n d  ou t  a n d  a m  won der in g h ow m a n y a re goin g th ere to s ee a  loved  on e for  

th e la s t  t im e.  Th en  I s ee  th is  m a n  com in g u p  th rou gh  th e pa rk in g lot , goin g 

a rou n d  s h a k in g h an ds  with  peop le, sh owin g th em  h is  pr ide a n d  joy a s  h e 

a lwa ys  does . Everyon e wa lked  a wa y with  a  s m ile on  th eir  fa ce a n d  th ey were 

la u gh in g. I wou ld  like to p res en t  th is  p la qu e to Ma n u el Va len zu ela  for  h is  

d is t in gu is h ed  cit izen s h ip . Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  h im  to com e forwa rd . He th a n ked  

Cou n cil for  h is  a wa rd .  
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La rry s a id  a  cou p le of m em bers  of th e com m u n ity a ls o h a d  s om eth in g to 

p res en t . He a s ked  An gie J oh n s on  a n d  Mich elle Rogich  to com e forwa rd . An gie 

J oh n s on  p res en ted  a n  a wa rd  to s om eon e wh o goes  beyon d  th e ca ll of du ty in  

bein g ded ica ted  to ou r  town , s om eon e wh o is  a  lea der  a n d  h a s  b rou gh t  s u cces s  

to th e Town , Ma yor  J a n  Wh ite. Th ey a ls o recogn ized  Ka ren  Deel, wh o 

volu n teers  to h elp  th e Ma yor  with  th e Town  Act ivit ies . Ka ren  wa s  n ot  p res en t  

a n d  Hober t  Les ter  a ccep ted  it  on  h er  beh a lf.  

 

Un s ch edu led  Pu b lic Com m en t s  

Gin ger  Bra n ton -Grea ter  Rich la n ds  Area  Ch a m ber  of Com m erce -in trodu ced  

Sydn ey Ch a r les , wh o wa s  ju s t  crown ed  Ms . Grea ter  Rich la n ds  on  Sa tu rda y 

n igh t . Th is  is  h er  fir s t  a ppea ra n ce. Sh e will be rep res en t in g Rich la n ds  a t  a  few 

u pcom in g even ts , s u ch  a s  th e Ca rn iva l a n d  th e Freedom  Fes t iva l. 

 

Gin ger  a dvis ed  th a t  n ext  yea r’s  Ca rn iva l da tes  will be J u n e 16 -20 , 2015 . Sh e 

h oped  with  Cou n cil’s  a pprova l to m ove forwa rd  with  p la n s  for  th a t  to be h eld  a t  

th e Police Depa r tm en t  a s  in  yea rs  pa s t .  Som e d is cu s s ion  followed .  Dou g 

Ra t liff m a de th e Motion  to a pprove  th e requ es ted  Ca rn iva l da tes  for  2015 , 

s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry. Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Gin ger  th a n ked  Cou n cil a n d  a dded  th a t  s h e h a d  been  in form ed  of da tes  for  th e 

Ca rn iva l for  th e n ext  two yea rs  a s  well; s h e requ es ted  to be p la ced  on  th e 

ca len da r  for  th e s am e t im e n ext  yea r  to requ es t  to u s e th e Police Depa r tm en t 

th en .  Th os e da tes  a re J u n e 14 -18 , 2016 , a n d  J u n e 13 -17 , 2 017 . An yt im e you  

h a ve a n yth in g you  wou ld  like for  Sydn ey to do for  th e Town  of R ich la n ds , 

p lea s e a s k  h er .  On e of h er  s ervices  is  to be a  s ervice to th e Com m u n ity.  

 

Sh a wn  Du rh a m -Fou r  Sea s on s  YMCA, 106  Gra t ton  Drive, Ta zewell, VA. YMCA 

h a s  a  pa s s ion  for  s ervin g com m u n it ies ; th e n eeds  of th os e com m u n it ies . Recen t 

h ea lth  s tu d ies  of th e cou n t ies  of th e Sta te of Virgin ia ,  ou t  of 131  we ra n k  n ext  

to la s t .  Th e on ly a rea  th a t  we ra n k  a h ea d  of in  Ta zewell Cou n ty is  a  s m a ll a rea  

ju s t  below Rich m on d , very pover ty-s t r icken  a rea . A lot  of n u m bers  go in to 

ra n k in g u s ; it  is  a cces s  to h ea lth ca re, m orb id ity ra tes , s m ok in g, h ea r t  d is ea s e 

a n d  edu ca t ion . Wh a t  YMCA d id  wh en  it  ca m e to Ta zewell five yea rs  a go, is  

m a ke a  ch a n ge in  lifes tyles . You  don ’t  r ide th rou gh  th e Town  of Ta zewell 

with ou t  s eein g s om eon e wa lk in g, m u ch  like th is  com m u n ity.  A yea r  a n d  a  h a lf 

a go, we open ed  a  b ra n ch  in  Ru s s ell Cou n ty.  We n ow s erve Ta zewell Cou n ty, 

Ru s s ell Cou n ty a n d  a ls o ou r  n eigh bors  on  ou r  borders  in  Bu ch a n a n  a n d  

McDowell.  Th ree m on th s  a go, we op en ed  a  b ra n ch  a t  SWCC.  So n ow we 

s t retch  down  th a t  corr idor  s o th a t  every 30  m iles , th ere is  a  YMCA.  YMCA is  a  

com m u n ity th rou gh  its  p rogra m s . On e of th e p rogra m s  th a t  we a re m os t  p rou d 

of in  Ta zewell is  ou r  com m u n ity ga rden  a n d  ou r  fa rm er’s  m a rket . It  is  a  b ig 

pa r t  of edu ca t in g folks  on  h ow to ta ke bet ter  ca re of th em s elves  a n d  a ls o offer  

fres h  loca lly grown  p rodu ce, gra in -fed  beef.  We a ls o h a ve folks  th a t  s ell h on ey, 

pu m pkin s  in  th e fa ll a n d  th os e types  of th in gs . We h a ve a  m a rket  m a n a ger , Bill 

Bu n ch .  He is  h ere to a n s wer  qu es t ion s  th a t  I ca n ’t  a n s wer .  He is  th e m a n a ger  

th ere a n d  we h a ve a  vou ch er  s ys tem .  Wh a t  we a re requ es t in g ton igh t  is  to 

br in g ou r  Fa rm er’s  Ma rket  to you r  fa cilit ies  a t  lea s t  on e da y a  week . In  

Ta zewell, we ru n  it  on  Tu es da ys  a n d  on  Sa tu rda ys . We wou ld  like to b r in g th a t  

to you r  com m u n ity a n d  s et  u p  h ere  on e da y per  week . Bill ca n  tell you  m ore 

a bou t  th e ven dors  th a t  h e does  h a ve. On ce you  lea ve Ta zewell, th ere is  n ot 

a n oth er  Fa rm er’s  Ma rket  u n t il you  get  to Ru s s ell Cou n ty, loca ted  ju s t  bes ide 

th e YMCA th ere. We gen era te a  lot  of t ra ffic a t  th e Y a n d  a  lo t  of peop le to ou r 

m a rket . Th e m a rket  a ls o gen era tes  s om e t ra ffic for  s om e oth er  th in gs . It  b r in gs  

peop le in to town  th a t  n orm a lly wou ldn ’t  com e in to town . Th e excit in g th in g 

a bou t  a  com m u n ity ga rden  is  th a t  peop le wh o don ’t  h a ve s pa ce for  ga rden in g 

ca n  ren t  a  row a n d  grow th in gs  th ere. A lot  of peop le h a ve s pa ce bu t  th ey like 

com in g to th e Y a n d  h a vin g th eir  ga rden  th ere becau s e it  b r in gs  th a t  

com m u n ity togeth er .  
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Bill Bu n ch , a  ven dor  a t  Ta zewell m a rket .   Th e rea s on  we wa n t  to com e to 

Rich la n ds  is  beca u s e s o m a n y from  Rich la n ds  h a ve been  com in g to u s  with  

th eir  Sen ior  Nu tr it ion  Vou ch ers , t ickets  for  low in com e s en ior  cit izen s .  Th ey 

ca n  get  $40  wor th  of vou ch ers . We h a d  peop le la s t  yea r  com e  from  Bu ch a n an  

Cou n ty a n d  Rich la n ds .  We do n ot  wan t  to in ter fere with  a n yth in g a t  you r 

m a rket  r igh t  n ow. Mys elf a n d  two oth er  ven dors  a t  th e m a rket  th a t  ca n  ta ke 

th os e vou ch ers . We will com e a n d  b r in g a s  m a n y of ou r  oth er  ven dors  a s  we 

ca n  a t  th a t  t im e. We h a ve a ll Virgin ia -grown  p rodu ce bu t  we a ls o b r in g s om e 

fru it  a n d  th in gs  from  down  in  Ca rroll Cou n ty.  We a ls o t ra de with  th e Am is h  

peop le.  We ju s t  n eed  to des ign a te a  da y s o th a t  we ca n  tell peop le from  

Rich m on d  s o th a t  if th ey wa n t  to be h ere for  a n  in s pect ion  to s ee wh a t  is  goin g 

on , th ey will kn ow wh ere we a re.  

 

 

Mr . Ta ylor  a s ked  h ow m a n y ven dors  m igh t  com e th is  wa y. Mr. Bu n ch  s a id  h e 

kn ows  for  s u re of th ree.  

   

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  if h e h a d  a  cer ta in  d a y in  m in d . Rod  Cu ry s a id  h e th in ks  it  

is  a  pos it ive s tep  in  th e r igh t  d irect ion  for  a  h ea lth y com m u n ity. He s a id  h e  

s u ppor ts  it . La rry a sked  if Th u rs da y is  a  good  da y. J oe McCra cken  a greed  with  

Rod . Ma ry An n  Stron g s a id  th e s oon er th ey ca n  s ta r t  th e bet ter .  Mr . Bu n ch  

s a id  J u ly 1
s t
 is  wh en  th ey ca n  s ta r t  u s in g th e vou ch ers , s o th e 3

rd
 is  on  a  

Th u rs da y.  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  h e th ou gh t  th ey cou ld  p ick  a n y da y to be th ere.  

 

Ea r l Boyd - 871  Big Creek  Roa d , Rich la n ds , VA- He s a id  h e kn ew th e m owin g 

h a d  been  don e by th e Town  em ployees  a  cou p le of yea rs  a go. We h a ve a  s t r ip  of 

p roper ty between  th e roa d  a n d  ra ilroa d  th a t  got  m owed  th ree t im es  la s t  yea r  

a n d  h a s  been  m owed  on e t im e th is  yea r . Th e gra s s  is  h igh . Oth er  th a n  look in g 

ba d , I h a ve a  n eigh bor  a cros s  th e ra ilroad  t ra cks  th a t  com e over  to th e m a ilbox 

wh o is  on  a  ca n e an d  h a s  to wa lk  th rou gh  th a t  s o I wou ld  a pprecia te it  if it  

cou ld  be m owed  m ore often . Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  it  wou ld  be ta k en  ca re of, it  is  th e 

res pon s ib ility of th e Town , it  is  n ot  p r iva te p roper ty.  

 

Vick ie En gla n d -Ch a m ber  Lea ders h ip  201 3  Aca dem y, th e gra du a t in g cla s s  

wa n ts  to do s om eth in g for  th e com m u n ity.  Wh a t  we wou ld  like to do is  on  

Fr ida y, Au gu s t  8
th

 a t  th e pa rk in g lot  bes ide of th e pos t  office, a t  n o cos t  to th e 

town , we wou ld  like to do m ovie n igh t. We will h a ve s om eon e th ere s ellin g 

con ces s ion s .  We wan t  to u t ilize th e m ovie “La s s ie” s in ce it  wa s  film ed  h e re a n d  

it ’s  a  good  fa m ily m ovie. Th e n ext  n igh t , Sa tu rda y, Au gu s t  9
th

, we wa n t  to h a ve 

a  BBQ cook -off. We wou ld  like to ta ke th e en d  of Su ffolk  Ave a t  th e lib ra ry, go 

to th e Fa rm  Bu rea u  a n d  h a ve th a t  s h u t  off.  We a ls o wa n t to h a ve a  ba n d; 

Ch r is  Pla s ter  s a id  h e cou ld  p roba b ly get  s om eth in g worked  ou t . We wou ld  a ls o 

h a ve con ces s ion  with  d r in ks .  It  wa s  b rou gh t  u p  to h a ve beer , bu t  I a m  n ot  a  

fa n  s o it ’s  n o b ig dea l eth er  wa y. Th is  wou ld  a ll be s pon s ored  by th e Lea ders h ip  

Aca dem y.   

 

As  fa r  a s  th e t im es , th e m ovie s h ou ld  p roba b ly s ta r t  a rou n d  9 :00  pm .  th e BBQ 

proba b ly a rou n d  6 :0 0  pm  bu t  wh a tever  is  good  with  th e police. Th e n a m e th ey 

a re th in k in g of is  Blu e, Blu es  a n d  BBQ.   

 

Ma ry An n  Stron g m a de th e Motion  to a llow th e Lea ders h ip  Aca dem y to h a ve 

m ovie n igh t  on  Au gu s t  8
th

 a n d  th e BBQ on  Au gu s t  9
th

 a t  9 :00  pm  a n d  6 :00  pm  

res pect ively. Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  we wou ld  h a ve to a s k  perm is s ion  from  VDOT 

before s h u t t in g down  a  s t reet . As  fa r  a s  th e s en s it ivity to th e bu s in es s es , s in ce 

th is  is  a  Ch a m ber  even t , you  will ta ke ca re of a ll th e con ta ct in g th em , etc.  

Vick ie s a id  wh a tever  n eeds  to be ta ken  ca re of. J oe McCracken  s econ ded  th e 

Motion . Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 .  Motion  ca rr ied .  
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Cou n cil Mem ber  Repor ts : 

Rod  Cu ry 

1 -h a d  a  few s t reet  requ es ts  th a t  h e h a d  given  to Tim .  

2 -Va ca n cy on  Pla n n in g Com m is s ion . Ern es t  Edgell h a s  res ign ed . I wou ld  like to 

b r in g for th  th e n a m e of Mike Ba n dy, a  CPA h ere in  Rich la n ds .  He is  a  res iden t 

of Rich la n ds . He m ade a  Motion  to s u bm it  Mike Ba n dy’s  n a m e a s  a  n om in a t ion  

to fu lfill th e va ca n cy on  th e Pla n n in g Com m is s ion .  

Ma ry An n  Stron g s a id  s h e th ou gh t  h e wou ld  be a n  ou ts ta n d in g ch oice. J oe 

McCra cken  s econ ded  th e Motion .  Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 .  Motion  ca rr ied .  

3 -We h a d  p la n n ed  on  h a vin g ou r  Pla n n in g Com m is s ion  m eet in g on  th e 3
rd

 of 

J u n e, bu t  were u n a b le to. Next  s ch edu led  m eet in g is  J u n e 17
th

 a t  7 :30  a t  Town  

Ha ll. Th e firs t  order  on  th e a gen da  will be to ta ke u p  th e requ es t  from  Ms . 

Mitch ell a n d  Mr. Sa wyers  wh o requ es ted  a n  a dd it ion a l u s e in  th e R-1  Zon e. We 

will be work in g to fin d  wa ys  to h elp  th em  a n d  m a ke a  recom m en da t ion  to th e 

Cou n cil. We do n eed  a  pu b lic h ea r in g on  wh a tever  th e Com m is s ion  decides .  

He deferred  to Mr. Ta ylor  a n d  Mr. Ta ylor  defer red  to th e town  a t torn ey.  Bra d  

Ra t liff con firm ed  th a t  th ere wou ld  n eed  to be a  h ea r in g a s  well a s  pu b lis h  it  in  

th e loca l n ews pa per  a s  requ ired .   

 

Dou g Ra t liff a s ked  if th ere wa s  a  s h eet  of s u gges t ion s . Mr. Cu ry s a id  a ll th a t  h e 

h a d  wa s  th e let ter  of requ es t . Mr. Ra t liff s a id  th a t  Mr. Sa wyer’s  let ter  h a d  s om e 

good  idea s . Mr. Cu ry s a id  Mr. Sa wyers  a n d  Ms . Mitch ell were welcom e to 

a t ten d  th e m eet in g on  th e 17
th

.  

 

J oe McCra cken   

1  I h a ve d is cu s s ed  s om e th in gs  with  Tim  th a t  will be ta ken  ca re of.  

2 -Foot  t ra ffic from  Crit terville. A la dy s a ys  peop le wa lk  beh in d  h er  h ou s e, 

th rou gh  h er  p r iva te p roper ty from  Crit terville goin g to Fa rm er  Street . Sh e h a s  

b rou gh t  it  to m y a t ten t ion  a  cou p le of t im es . Sh e wou ld  like to h a ve it  deter red  

a  lit t le. Sh e s a ys  th ey com e th rou gh  th ere a ll h ou rs  of th e n igh t . Ch ief Dor ton  

a s ked  if h er  p roper ty wa s  pos ted . J oe s a id  s h e h a d  pos ted  h er  p roper ty before. 

He will p rovide th e a ddres s  la ter .  

 

Fra n ces  Mea dows  

1 -As ked  Mr. Ta ylor  if h e h a d  h ea rd  a n yth in g from  VDOT.  He s a id  h e h a d  s en t 

th em  m a ps  s o th ere is  n o con fu s ion  a b ou t  th e a rea s  h e wa s  in qu ir in g a bou t . 

He ga ve th em  m a ps  on  both  requ es ts , h ers  a n d  Mr. Ra t liff’s .  It ’s  on ly been  

a bou t  a  week  n ow.  It  is  Mr. Bu s k ill, I d id  fin d  th e r igh t  pers on  to get  th em  to.  

If I don ’t  h ea r  a n yth in g s oon , I will give h im  a  pers on a l ca ll. It  is  a  s low p roces s .  

2 -Sh e s a id  s h e kn ows  th a t  we h a ve qu ite a  few m obile h om e pa rks  in  town , I 

a m  very con cern ed  with  s om e of th e d wellin gs  th a t  a re in  th es e m ob ile h om e 

pa rks . Sh e wa s  won der in g wh a t  th ey ca n  do to go th rou gh  a n d  ch eck  on  th is .  

If th es e m ob ile h om e pa rk  own ers  a ls o own  th es e m ob ile h om es , th ey do h a ve 

to be u p  to a  cer ta in  s ta n da rd . Som e th a t  s h e s ees  rea lly n eed  to be ch ecked . 

Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  cer ta in  th in gs  with in  th e Code, th e requ irem en ts  in  th e 

con d it ion a l u s e perm it  th a t  wa s  is s u ed  yea rs  a go h a s  a  s et  of ru les  a n d  

regu la t ion s  th a t  th e pa rk  own er  is  s u ppos ed  to p rovide. Not requ ir in g ten a n ts  

to keep  u p  with  th os e is  a  d irect  viola t ion  of th e con d it ion a l u s e perm it  in  th e 

Code for  th a t .  Th in gs  like lit ter  a n d  th in gs  like th a t  m a y be d ifferen t . Th ere a re 

m u lt ip le wa ys  to a p proa ch  th is , p roba b ly h a ve Code En forcem en t  do a  review. 

Wh a t  we n orm a lly d o for  a  gros s  viola t ion , a s  Zon in g Adm in is t ra tor ,  I will den y 

a ll fu tu re perm its  u n t il th ey do wh a t  th ey n eed  to do. Fra n ces  s a id  s h e h a d  a  

cou p le of lis ts .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff 

1 -h a d  a  cou p le of requ es ts  a n d  s en t  word  to Ch ief Fra n k  Dor ton .  

 

La rry J oh n s on  

Su ffer in g from  la ryn git is , La rry d idn ’t  h a ve a n yth in g to s a y.  
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Ma ry An n  Stron g 

Sa id  s h e h a d  been  given  a u th or ity by Cou n cil to ta lk  with  th e IDA m em bers , 

th os e th a t  h a d  cu rren t  term s  a n d  th os e th a t  h a ve exp ired . Th ere is  6  tota l.  

Th ere is  7  by th e By-La ws  on  th e IDA. J oh n  Ba rry wa s  th e 7
th

 a n d  is  n o lon ger 

in  ou r  a rea . So of th e 6  th a t  I h a ve con ta cted , two wis h  to con t in u e to s erve a n d  

th os e a re Vick ie En gla n d  a n d  J eff Brown . Gen e Hea r l a s ked  for  a  lit t le m ore 

t im e to th in k  a bou t it , a  week  or  s o. Bu t  th e followin g s a id  th a t  th ey wou ld  

declin e a t  th is  t im e a n d  th a t  is  An dy Alt izer , Edwin  Pru et t  a n d  J eff Hu rs t . So I 

h a ve rea d  th e By-La ws  a n d  th e t im in g is  a ctu a lly good  beca u s e th e By-La ws  

s ta te th a t  th e a n n u a l m eet in g of th e Rich la n ds  IDA is  to be h eld  in  J u ly of ea ch  

yea r . I wou ld  like to p rop os e th a t  a t  th e n ext  Cou n cil m eet in g in  J u ly, th a t  we 

h a ve n om in a t ion s  for  th e rem a in in g m em bers  a n d  th a t  we cou ld  a pprove th os e 

s o th a t  th os e IDA cou ld  begin  fu n ct ion in g in  a ccorda n ce with  th eir  By-La ws  

a n d  h a ve th eir  a n n u a l m eet in g in  J u ly. Th ere is  n ot  a  s pecified  da te in  J u ly to 

m eet .  

Ma ry An n  s a id  s h e cou ld  s en d  a n  em a il to everyon e on  th e Cou n cil a s  s oon  a s  

s h e receives  word  from  Mr. Hea r l. Th a t wa y we will kn ow if we n eed  4  or  5  

n om in a t ion s , depen d in g on  h is  res pon s e. To s erve on  th e Com m it tee, you  do 

h a ve to be a  regis tered  voter  obviou s ly in  th e Town  of Rich la n ds . So we h a ve to 

h a ve cit izen s  of ou r  Town . I th in k  th a t  it  is  cr it ica l th a t  we get  th e IDA form ed 

a n d  ba ck  to fu n ct ion in g. I kn ow th a t  Vick ie En gla n d  a n d  J eff Brown  were both  

very excited  to s erve a ga in . I th in k  wh en  we con s ider  th e oth er  a ppoin tm en ts , 

we n eed  peop le th a t  a re extrem ely in teres ted  a n d  very willin g to work  a n d  n ot  

to ju s t  wa it  on  bu s in es s es  to com e to u s . I th in k  ou r  IDA n eeds  to be s eek in g 

in du s try a n d  bu s in es s  to com e to Rich la n ds .  

 

2 -Sh e a pologized  for  m is s in g th e la s t  bu dget  works h op  du e to fa m ily is s u es . 

Sh e felt  s h e s h ou ld  h a ve b rou gh t  th is  is  u p  a t  th a t  t im e or  if s h e s h ou ld  wa it  

u n t il At torn ey’s  com m en ts  s in ce it ’s  per ta in in g to th e Bu dget . Sh e h a d  been  

a pproa ch ed  by th e Teen  Cen ter  a s k in g if th ere wa s  a n y pos s ib ility of s om e 

a s s is ta n ce from  ou r  bu dget  du e to th e fact  th a t  th eir  fu n d in g is  declin in g very 

ra p id ly. Th ey a re very con cern ed  a bou t  con t in u in g in  opera t ion .  Th e on ly 

pos s ib ility th a t  I cou ld  th in k  of with  th em  a n d  th ey wou ld  be extrem ely gra tefu l 

if th e Town  cou ld  pos s ib ly give th em  u p  to $400  m on th ly cred it  on  th eir  u t ility 

b ills .  I a pologize, I kn ow th is  is  com in g in  a t  th e la s t  m in u te of th e bu dget 

p la n n in g. Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  it  m igh t be bes t  to b r in g u p  du r in g th e bu dget  in  ca se 

th ere a re qu es t ion s .  He s a id  on e th in g for  s u re we don ’t  wa n t  to do -exper ien ce 

h a s  p roven  we do n ot  wa n t  to cred it  a n yth in g a ga in s t  a  u t ility beca u s e th ere 

a re too m a n y th in gs  t ied  to a  u t ility. You  ca n  h a n d le givin g m on ey by don a t io n  

bet ter  th a n  a n y oth er  wa y th a n  givin g cred it  on  a n yth in g. It  is  bes t  n ot  to cred it  

on  u t ilit ies . Ma ry An n  Stron g s a id  th e rea s on  th ey (a n d  s h e) h a d  th ou gh t  of th is  

is  th a t  th e Lit t le Lea gu e does n ’t  pa y for  u t ilit ies  on  th eir  fa cility. I a m  th e firs t  

to a gree th a t  th e Lit t le Lea gu e s erves  m a n y m ore ch ild ren .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s u ppor ted  th e idea . Th ere a re a  lot  of grea t  ch a r it ies . It ’s  h a rd  to 

ch oos e wh ich  on es  to s u ppor t .  Th e Teen  Cen ter  s erves  th e Town . He s a id  th a t  

Cou n cil n eeds  to rem em ber  th e Town  em ployees  th a t  m a ke m a ybe $20 ,000  per  

yea r  a n d  a re t ryin g to ra is e a  fa m ily a n d  if we give a wa y $4 ,000  to $5 ,000 , th a t  

a m ou n t  wou ld  a dd  $80 -$90  to th eir  s a la ry. He s a id  Cou n cil n eeds  to ca refu lly 

con s ider  before givin g a wa y m on ey es pecia lly wh en  th e bu dget  is  th is  t igh t .  It  

is  h a rd  to give to on e grou p  a n d  th en  tell a n oth er  grou p  n o.   

 

Mr . Ta ylor  con t in u ed  to lis t  rea s on s  th a t  givin g cred it  on  u tility is  n ot  a  good 

op t ion .  He a ls o s a id  th a t  th is  wou ld  b e be t ter  d is cu s s ed  du r in g th e bu dget 

work  s es s ion .   

 

Ma ry An n  s a id  th ey rea lize th a t  th ere a re lim ita t ion s  a n d  d id  n ot  wa n t  to a s k  

for  a n  exorb ita n t  a m ou n t  of m on ey ju s t  s om e h elp  in  ord er  to rem a in  open .  

Tim  s a id  th a t  h e d idn ’t  wa n t  to b ru s h  it  to th e s ide by a n y m ea n s , h e th in ks  

th ey do a  good  job , a s  do oth ers  s u ch  a s  th e Food  Pa n try, etc. With  th e 

con d it ion  of th e bu dget , it  is  very h a rd  to m a ke th os e decis ion s . Th a t  is  th e 

bu rden  of Cou n cil. You  m igh t  wa n t  to con s ider  it  th rou gh  th e bu dgeta ry 
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p roces s  in s tea d  of ton igh t .  Ma ry An n  s a id  s h e h a d  a  com m itm en t  to b r in g it  

u p  s o th a t  everyon e ca n  be th in k in g a bou t  it . Tim  s a id  th e bu dget  is  flu id  a n d  

you  ca n  a lwa ys  work  with  it  a s  you  go a lon g, th os e th in gs  ca n  be m od ified  a s  

you  go.  Th is  yea r’s  bu dget  is  d ifferen t  in  th a t  wa y from  yea rs  pa s t .  It  is  a  flu id  

docu m en t . It  is  n ot  a  r igid  docu m en t .   

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  if th ere wou ld  be a ddit ion a l bu dget  work  s es s ion s  in  wh ich  

th is  ca n  be d is cu s s ed  fu r th er . Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  th ere wou ld  be.  

 

Ma ry An n  s a id  s h e h a d  a  m es s a ge from  Vick ie En gla n d , s h e wa n ted  to a s k  if 

for  th e BBQ, if it  wa s  with  beer  or  with ou t .  Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  th a t  wou ld  be a n  

ABC is s u e a n d  d idn ’t  th in k  th ey wou ld  be a b le to.  Sh e is  fin e with  n o a lcoh ol.  

 

Sh e a s ked  Cou n cil, Town  Ma n a ger  a n d  Town  Att orn ey to con s ider  m ovin g th e 

m eet in g t im e of Cou n cil to 7 :00  pm  in s tea d  of 7 :30  pm .  Sh e is  n ot  oppos ed  to 

m eet in g la te bu t  s om etim es  we a re a t  m idn igh t  t ryin g to m a ke cr it ica l 

decis ion s . Th ir ty m in u tes  is  n ot  a  lot  a n d  m a y n ot  m a ke th a t  m u ch  d ifferen ce.  

Not s u re h ow it  goes  with  La rry’s  work  s ch edu le a n d  Dou g’s . Th e Ma yor  s a id  

th a t  is  s om eth in g th a t  cou ld  be ch a n ged  wh en  th ey do th e re -orga n iza t ion . 

Bra d  Ra t liff s a id  th a t  is  a t  Cou n cil’s  d is cret ion . Tim  Ta ylor  s a id  it  is  n orm a lly 

don e a fter  th e elect ion .  

 

Fra n ces  Mea dows  sa id  th a t  la s t  week  th ere wa s  a n  in ciden t  on  th e fou r  la n e 

clos e to wh ere you  go in to Hill Creek  th ere a t  Alt izer  Street . Th ere h a ve s evera l 

in ciden ts  wh ere th e t ra ffic is  b locked  on  both  s ide of th e fou r  la n e for  a  wh ile, 

s om etim es  it ’s  a  lon g per iod  t im e.  Som etim es  th ey u s e th a t  roa d  wh ere Mr. 

Wh ite h a d  bou gh t  th e h om e, it  wa s  a  p r iva te d r ive, I wa s  won der in g if we cou ld  

work  ou t  s om e a rran gem en t  with  h im  if th ere is  a n  em ergen cy, if th e police 

cou ld  ta ke down  th e fen ce (th e ra ils ) a n d  th en  pu t  th em  ba ck  wh en  th ey get  

don e s o th a t  we cou ld  u s e th a t  in  ca s e of a n  em ergen cy wh en  both  s ides  of th e 

fou r  la n e a re b locked . Th ere h a ve been  in s ta n ces  wh ere th e a m bu la n ce h a s  to 

get  u pon  th e m ed ian  to get  to th e h osp ita l.  Tim  s a id  h e wou ld  ta lk  t o Mr. 

Wh ite if Cou n cil wa n ted  h im  to.  

 

Dep t  Hea d  Repor ts  

Dis t r ibu ted  p reviou s ly.  

Ma ry An n  Stron g a s ked  Ch ief Dor ton  a bou t  th e s ix t ickets  is s u ed  for  n ot 

h a vin g Town  deca ls . Sh e h a d  been  a p proa ch ed  by s om e cit izen s  th a t  a re 

d is tu rbed  beca u s e th ey bou gh t  th eirs  an d  th ey s ee th eir  n eigh bors  with ou t  th e 

deca ls . Sh e a s ked  if s ix t ickets  is s u ed  wa s  m ore th a n  n orm a l.  Ch ief Dor ton  

s a id  th a t  is  typ ica l. He s a id  clos e to 90% of deca ls  h a ve been  s old . Sh e s a id  th e 

cit izen  with  th e con cern s  lives  in  Hidden  Va lley.  

 

Bra d  Ra t liff s a id  h is  policy is  th a t  if an  officer  wr ites  th e t icket  th e offen der 

s h ou ld  n ot  be forgiven  ju s t  by bu yin g th e deca l a fter  cited .  

 

2 -Sh e wa s  a s ked  abou t  th e d r ivewa y of Gera ld  Ra m s ey a n d  Sta n  La m per t , 

th ere is  a  s peed  bu m p, th ey a s ked  if th er e wa s  a n y pos s ib ility of h a vin g it  

rem oved  in  th e fu tu re. It ’s  on  Va lley Drive. Hober t  Les ter  s a id  th a t  wa s  pu t 

th ere to deter  wa ter  from  goin g down  on  th em .  He is  n ot  s u re wh o p la ced  it  

th ere. Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  th ey wou ld  look  in to it .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s a id  th a t  th e d ra in s  on  Pla n ta t ion  Drive n eed  to be clea n ed  every 

3 -4  m on th s .  Th ey a re fillin g u p .  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a n n ou n ced  th a t  Cou n cil is  s ch edu led  to vis it  th e Ta zewell Cou n ty 

Airpor t , J u ly 8
th

 a t  6 :00  pm .  Th a t  is  th e s a m e da y of th e Cou n cil m eet in g.  Sh e 

a s ked  if th is  da y wa s  s t ill good  with  everyon e. We cou ld  m eet  h ere a t  6 :00  pm  

a n d  th ey will p ick  u s  u p  a n d  b r in g u s  ba ck . It  is  n ot m an da tory.  Rod  Cu ry 

rem in ded  th em  of th e pu b lic h ea r in g a t  7 :15  pm .  
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Ma yor  Wh ite ga ve a n  u pda te on  th e Freedom  Fes t iva l. Sh e s a id  th ey h a d  well 

over  100  ven dors  a lrea dy regis tered . Th ey h a ve even  h a d  to a s k  for  a dd it ion a l 

s pa ce for  ven dors . Sh e h a d  s poken  to Ervin  Da vis  a n d  h e is  goin g to let  th em  

u s e th e pa rk in g lot  a bove BB&T Ba n k . Sh e s a id  th ey h a d  a  ph en om en a l 

res pon s e th is  yea r . Sh e th a n ked  th os e wh o h a d  h elped  s olicit  fu n ds : Ma ry An n  

Stron g, Mich elle, J eff Brown , La rry J oh n s on  a n d  Ka ren  Deel. Th e 5K is  J u n e 

21
s t
.  We a re n ot  s u re h ow m a n y we will h a ve for  th a t , tom orrow is  th e dea d lin e 

for  th e ea r ly regis t ra t ion  with  a  redu ced  ra te.  You  ca n  s t ill regis ter  on  th e da y 

of th e ra ce. Sh e en cou ra ged  everyon e th a t  cou ld  to h elp  with  th e Ra ce a n d  th e 

Fes t iva l. It  is  a  h u ge u n der ta k in g a n d  we a pprecia te a n y h elp . Th e Fes t iva l is  

on e even in g a n d  a  wh ole da y. Th ere is  on e m ore Fes t iva l Com m it tee m eet in g 

Th u rs da y, J u n e 12
th

 a t  7 :00  pm  a t  Town  Ha ll.  

 

At torn ey Com m en ts  

Bra d  Ra t liff  

1 -Upda te on  Ta x Collect ion s -we h a ve in it ia l con ta ct  with  th es e folks  wh o owe 

pa s t  du e rea l es ta te ta xes  a n d  th a t  res u lted  in  s om e pa ym en ts  com in g in  a n d  

we a re p lea s ed  with  th a t . We s en t  ou t  follow-u p  let ters  to th os e folks  wh o d idn ’t  

res pon d  to th e firs t  let ter  with in  th ir ty da ys .  We h a ven ’t  s een  a n y rea l res pon s e 

from  th a t  follow-u p  let ter . Ou r  n ext  s tep  will be to in it ia te lega l a ct ion  to 

fa cilita te pa ym en t  on  th es e pa s t  du e taxes . He s a id  th ey h ad  s en t  let ters  to a ll 

bu t  on e th a t  wa s  on  th e lis t  a n d  th a t  wou ld  be followed  u p  on .  

2 -We h a ve s evera l a n n u a l Ord in a n ces  to con s ider  th is  even in g.  

a -Con s idera t ion  of Ord in a n ce #O-2014-06-01  Adop t ion  of Sta te La w Sect ion  1 -

6 -th is  is  th e Cr im in a l Code Adop t ion  for  ou r  Town . For  th e Town  to be a b le to 

en force codes . Rod  Cu ry m a de th e Motion  to d is pen s e with  th e s econ d  rea d in g 

of th e Ord in a n ce, s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on . Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  

ca rr ied .   

La rry J oh n s on  m a d e th e Motion  to a d op t  th e Ord in a n ce, s econ ded  by Rod  

Cu ry. Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Mot ion  ca rr ied .  

b -Ord in a n ce #O-2014-06-02-Adop t ion  of Sta te La w Art icle X, Sect ion  11 -12-

Th is  a llows  u s  to en force th e t ra ffic codes  h ere in  th e Town  of Rich la n ds . Ma ry 

An n  Stron g m a de th e Motion  to d is pen s e with  th e s econ d  read in g, s econ ded  by 

Rod  Cu ry.  

 Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

La rry J oh n s on  m a de th e Motion  to a dop t  Ord in a n ce #O -2014-06-02 , s econ ded  

by Rod  Cu ry. Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

d .)-Ord in a n ce #O-2014-06-03-Adop t ion  of Rea l Es ta te Ta x. Ta x ra te rem a in s  

th e s a m e a t  .16  per  $100 .  Rod  Cu ry m a de a  Motion  to d is pen s e with  th e 

s econ d  rea d in g of th e Ord in a n ce, s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on .  Vote, a ll in  

fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Rod  Cu ry m a de a  Motion  to a dop t  th e Ord in a n ce , s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on .  

Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 .  Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

e) Ord in a n ce #O-2014 -06-04- Adop t ion  of Bu dget  for  2014 -2015 . La rry 

J oh n s on  m a de th e Motion  to d is pen s e with  s econ d  rea d in g, s econ ded  by  Ma ry 

An n  Stron g. Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite defer red  to Mr. Ta ylor  to d is cu s s  th e Bu dget  p r ior  to vot in g.  

He s a id  th ere were s om e ch a n ges . He refer red  to th e Mem o from  Adrien n e 

Cord le con cern in g th os e th in gs  in clu d in g th e  rem ova l of $347 ,715  from  th e 

reven u e s t rea m  th a t  wa s  recom m en ded  by s ta ff to be ta ken  u p  a t  a  la ter  da te. I 

will exp la in  th a t  m om en ta r ily.  We a dded  con tr ibu t ion  of $5 ,000  to down town  

a ct ivit ies  for  com m u n ity a n d  civic  fa cility a ct ivit ies .  Pa r t  of th e Bu dgeta ry 

p roces s , ju s t  s o we k n ow a n d  to h elp  th e pu b lic a ls o,  ord in a r ily h ow th e bu dget  

works  is  th a t  we h a ve two bu dgets  th a t  we n orm a lly dea l with . On e is  th e 

Gen era l Fu n d  Bu dget , wh ich  is  m a de u p  of th e Govern m en ta l Bu dget  a s  well 

th e Propr ieta ry, wh ich  is  th e Utilit ies ; th e bu s in es s  s ide of it . Th os e h a ve been  

reviewed  by Cou n cil. Th en  we h a ve a  Ca p ita l Expen d itu re Bu dget  wh ich  
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iden t ified  lon g term  n eeds  a n d  p rojects  th a t  Cou n cil wou ld  be fa ced  with  t ryin g 

to fu n d . Th e firs t  p a r t , th e Gen era l Fu n d  Bu dget , is  th e n orm a l da y-to-da y 

opera t ion a l bu dget  with  s om e s m a ll ca p ita l in  th ere ba s ed  on  th e cr iter ia  th a t  

m igh t  be es ta b lis h ed  by ou r  ca p ita liza t ion  p rogra m . Som e of ou r  con cern s  th a t  

we h a ve h a d  h is tor ica lly a re over  th e pa s t  n u m ber  of yea rs , a s  ou r  declin in g 

govern m en ta l bu dget , wh ich  is  in corpora ted  in to th e Gen era l Fu n d  Bu dget  a n d  

ou r  dep let in g of reven u es  th a t  we h a ve h a d  for  p r ior  yea rs ’ app lica t ion  for  a n y 

type of overa ges  th a t  we m igh t  h a ve. Th is  yea r  we h a ve a  p rob lem  in  th a t  

pa r t icu la r  a rea  th a t  iden t ifies  (if you  will look  on  you r  govern m en ta l bu dget 

s h eet) a s  $391 ,433 .00 . Th e bot tom  lin e of it  wh en  you  ta k e in to a ccou n t  th e 

Ca p ita l, is  $994 , 75 1 .00 . is  th e tota l deficit . Th e d ifferen ce between  th os e two 

figu res  a n d  th e rea s on  th ey a re a pp lica b le to con cern  is  th a t  th e Bu dgeta ry 

Figu res  a n d  Expen s es  for  th e Ca p ita l Expen d itu res  a re m ore lower  ter m , ren t -

d r iven , p roject  d r iven  type of a pp lica t ion s .  Th a t  is  wh ere you  wou ld  fin d  

ca p ita l expen d itu res  th a t  m igh t  be for  pu rch a s in g la rge t ru cks  or  pa yin g for  

s pecific p rojects  like th e Sect ion  Hou s e a n d  oth er  type th in gs  th a t  a re gra n t -

fu n ded . Th os e h a ve reven u e s t rea m s  excep t  for , depen d in g on  wh ich  

depa r tm en t  it  is , th e t ru ck . It  a ls o h a s  pa vin g in  th ere wh ich  equ a tes  to 

$300 ,000  of pa vin g if we a re fu n ded . Th e p rob lem  th a t  I s ee with  th is  yea r’s  

bu dget  th a t  m a kes  it  even  h a rder  to dea l with  vers u s  th e pa s t  few yea rs , is  th e 

fa ct  th a t  th e Sta te s t ill does n ’t  h a ve a  bu dget . If you  rea d  th e per iod ica ls  a n d  

lis ten  to th e n ews  foreca s t , you  s ee ou r  s ta te is  s t ill in  a  qu a n da ry a n d  we h a ve 

h a d  a ll k in ds  of d iscu s s ion  a n d  deba te a t  th a t  level. Th ey will n ot  re lea s e a n y 

figu res  to u s  u n t il th ey get  a  bu dget . So ou r  bes t  gu es s  is  ba s ed  on  wh a t  we 

h a ve a va ila b le a t  th e t im e. You  receive th os e n ot ices  from  th e Sta te Trea s u rer  

a bou t  pu t t in g u s  on  n ot ice a bou t  th a t ; th a t  is  n ot  wh a t  we a re t ryin g to a ddres s  

ton igh t  b eca u s e we don ’t  kn ow.  We don ’t  kn ow h ow to a ddres s  th a t  u n t il we 

kn ow wh a t  th os e figu res  a re. Bu t  we ca n ’t  s top  doin g wh a t  we do.  Aga in , 

bu dgets , h is tor ica lly for  b igger  com m u n it ies , a re yea r -en d  p rojects . We a re n ot 

in  th a t  ca tegory.  We s ta r t  ou r  bu dge ta ry p roces s  with  s ta ff a rou n d  Decem ber , 

we get  everyth in g togeth er , m a ybe h a ve on e or  two s m a ll d is cu s s ion s  with  

Cou n cil p r ior  to Apr il. Th en  a fter  th a t , we a dop t  a  bu dget  a n d  m ove on .  It  is  

p ret ty s olid . Ou r  p rob lem  th is  yea r  is  th a t  we don ’t  h a ve a  lot  of ca s h  to pu t  

towa rd  th e opera t ion  s ide, wh ich  is  ou r da y-to-da y s ide. Th e ca p ita l s ide, we 

h a ve s om e flexib ility. We h a ve th e a b ility to decide to dela y, th in gs  th a t  don ’t  

h a ve a  reven u e s t rea m  toda y th a t  we m a y a n t icipa te it  h a vin g on e la ter  in  th e 

yea r , we cou ld  dela y th a t .  We cou ld  even  dela y it  a  cou p le of yea rs  if we th in k  

it  is  n ot  p ru den t .  For  in s ta n ce, ou r  pa vin g.  Th a t  ta kes  a way th e fa ct  th a t  we 

n eed  it . We n eed  th es e th in gs  or  we wou ldn ’t  h a ve th em  in  th ere. Bu t  we h a ve 

to p ru den t  with  th e t a xpa yers ’ dolla rs  ba s ed  on  s ign  of th e t im es . So pa vin g is  a  

good  exa m ple.  We h a ve th e a pp lica t ion  for  reven u e s h a r in g on  a  dolla r  for  

dolla r  ba s is .  If th e s ta te decides  n ot  to do th a t , th en  we don ’t  get  fu n ded  th en  

th a t  will h a ve to be reviewed . We m a y h a ve to ch a n ge ou r ph ilos oph y on  wh a t 

we pa ve. If th ey do fu n d  it , bu t  we don ’t  h a ve th e m a tch  th en  we ca n  dela y 

pa vin g for  a  few yea rs . We h a ve op t ion s  in  th a t  ca p ita l to do th a t  in  cer ta in  

a rea s . We n eed  a  ga rba ge t ru ck , wh ich  is  a rou n d  $140 ,000  a n d  we h a ve it  in  

th e bu dget  s o if we a re lu cky en ou gh  th a t  we m is s ed  ou r  reven u e p roject ion s  

th en  we cou ld  bu y th a t  la ter  on . Th os e types  of th in gs  a re a  m a n a gem en t  is s u e 

with  s ta ff to t ry to m a n a ge th a t . We a re n ot  goin g to bu y a n yth in g or  s pen d  

a n yth in g ju s t  beca u s e it  is  in  b la ck  a n d  wh ite h ere u n t il we get  it . Th a t  is  th e 

m a n a gem en t  p iece an d  we h a ve a lwa ys  don e th a t . If we h a ve m on ey in  res erves  

for  th e Govern m en ta l s ide to pa y for  th a t  th en  we do th a t . If we don ’t , we won ’t  

s pen d  it . Th e p rob lem  a s  we h a ve b een  d is cu s s in g in  Bu dget  work  s es s ion s  is  a  

con cern  to u s  is  th e dep let ion  of th e s a vin gs  in  th e Govern m en ta l fu n d .  You  

h ea rd  th a t  from  th e a u d itor .  We wen t  from  a rou n d $1 ,200 ,000 .00  to 

$900 ,00 .00  down  to $500 ,000 .00  or  s o.  Th os e a re t r igger in g a rea s  th a t  you  

don ’t  wa n t  to do. It  is  a lwa ys  h a rder  to ta ke ca re of p rob lem s  th a t  a r is e on  a  

da y to da y type th in g, it  is  a ls o a  p rob lem  for  u s  th a t  ou r  bu s in es s  p la n  n eeds  

to be a d ju s ted , even  if it  is  ta xes , it  s t ill n eeds  to be looked  a t . Toda y, we h a ve a  

$391 ,000  p rob lem . We h a ve it  in  ca p ita l bu t  we h a ve s om e flexib ility.  Th a t  is  

s ta ff’s  worry a n d  m in e too. Th a t  is  wh y we a re n ot  goin g to be a b le to wa it  u n t il 

Decem ber  a n d  pa r t  of th is  reflects  on  th e fa ct  th a t  we a re goin g to h a ve s om e 
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ra te in crea s es  s om ewh ere th a t  m a kes  sen s e.  If a n yon e h a s  a n y idea s  a bou t 

h ow to m a xim ize th e m on ey, th en  th a t  is  a  ch a llen ge bu t  we will lis ten  to 

a n yth in g.  Th e depa r tm en t  h ea ds  kn ow a  lot  a bou t  th e town  a n d  wh a t  to do.  

We will in tera ct  with  th em . Bu t  in s tea d  of u s  wa it in g u n t il Decem ber , we a re 

goin g to h a ve to s ta r t  work in g on  th is  bu dget  in  la te Au gu s t  or  th e firs t  of 

Sep tem ber . Th e rea s on  I h a ve p icked  th a t  da te is  beca u s e we will h a ve ou r  cos t  

of s ervice s tu dy p retty m u ch  fin is h ed  for  electr ica l depa r tm en t  a n d  we will b e 

get t in g ou r  cos t  of s ervice s tu dy th a t  we will do in  h ou s e for  wa ter  u t ilit ies . Th e 

good  th in g is  ou r u t ilit ies  a re s t ron g. Ou r  ra tes  a re low bu t  we h a ve ch a llen ges  

in  th a t  a rea  too. Bu t  we a re s olid  in  th is  a rea .  We do h a ve a  p rob lem  a n d  we 

h a ve to fix it  s om eh ow. Obviou s ly it  is  th e bu rden  of Cou n cil th rou gh  th e s ta ff 

recom m en da t ion s  to be a b le to h elp  get  th a t  ba ck  on  th e r igh t  t ra ck . We h a ve 

h a d  th es e bu dgets  before bu t  we h a ve h a d  m on ey to cover  it  in  ou r  s a vin gs . We 

a lwa ys  h a d  a  lit t le deficit  bu dget  with  m on ey collected  to fill-in  if we n eeded  it , 

bu t  th a t  h a s  been  dep leted . Th a t  h a s  been  b rou gh t  u p  n u m erou s  t im es  in  th e 

bu dget  work  s es s ion s . Th a t  is  wh y I s a y it ’s  h a rd  beca u s e folks  h a ve n eeds  bu t 

es pecia lly h a rd  if it ’s  com in g from  th e govern m en t a l s ide, wh ich  it  wou ld  be, to 

a ddres s  everyon e’s  n eeds , even  th ou gh  it  is  a  good  p roject . Th is  $391 ,000  is  

th e core s tu ff th a t  we h a ve to do.  It ’s  th e pa yroll, th e in s u ran ce, it ’s  th e en ergy 

cos ts  th a t  th e govern m en ta l h a s  to pa y. It ’s  th e lia b ility in s u ra n ce, it ’s  a ll of 

th os e th in gs  we h a ve to pa y, th ey don ’t  s top . Often  t im es , it  h a s  to do with  jobs  

a n d  peop le s o it ’s  rea lly im por ta n t  th a t  you  m a ke th e r igh t  decis ion s . Th e 

rea s on  we cou ldn ’t  get  th a t  don e before th e en d  of th e yea r  is  beca u s e th ere a re  

s o m a n y u n kn own s .  We focu s ed  a  lot  of t im e on  th e electr ica l b ills  a n d  we 

don ’t  kn ow wh a t  th e Sta te is  goin g to do, we kep t  wa it in g on  th em  a n d  n oth in g 

ca m e to fru it ion .  If you  h a ve a n y qu es t ion s , we h a ve Adr ien n e h ere ton igh t , 

s h e is  th e exper t , s h e ca n  tell you  a n yth in g you  wa n t  to kn ow.  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s a id  th a t  if we en la rge ou r  s ervices  with  th e th in gs  th a t  we a re 

th in k in g a bou t , won ’t  th a t  ta ke s om e of th e p res s u re off. Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  

h opefu lly it  wou ld  h elp .  

 

An yth in g th a t  will h elp , we will do it .  If n ot , th en  we will h a ve to s a y n o.  For  

exa m ple, it  does  n o good  to cu t  m on ey in  th e Street  Dep t ., beca u s e even  if you  

s a ve m on ey, you  can ’t  u s e it  in  oth er  depa r tm en ts . Wh a t  th a t  does  is  effect  th e 

qu a lity of th os e s ervices , we ca n ’t  do th in gs  a s  n icely a s  we on ce d id . We a re 

n ot  con s tru ct in g a n yth in g.  

 

Dou g a s ked  in  order  to ta ke s om e of th e p res s u re off th e bu dget , if we cou ld  

focu s  on  th e th in gs  th a t  we a re p ropos in g, s u ch  a s  t ra n s por ta t ion , th ere is  th e 

ga s  th a t  we n eed  to pu rs u e a n d  pu s h  h a rd  b eca u s e th a t  wou ld  h elp  th e bu dget 

a  lot . Pu rs u e th in gs  th a t  wou ld  gen era te reven u e.  Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  th os e a re 

ca p ita l, s om e of th em , th a t  is  opera t ion a l with  th e t ra n s port , obviou s ly. Ga s  is  

a  lon ger  term  th in g. 

 

Dou g s a id  th e t ra n s por t  wou ld  b r in g in  m on ey to h elp  m eet  th e deficit  in  th e 

bu dget . Gordon  will be b r in gin g s om eth in g to Cou n cil in  J u ly. Dou g s a id  we 

n eed  to th in k  ou ts ide th e box, we h a ve been  doin g th e s a m e th in gs  for  for ty 

yea rs  a n d  it ’s  n ot  work in g. We n eed  th in gs  th a t  will gen era te p rofit .  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  h is  th in k in g ton igh t  is , wh y a re we pa s s in g a  bu dget  th a t  

does n ’t  ba la n ce. We don ’t  ba la n ce h a rd ly a t  a ll with  reven u e s t rea m s  th a t  we 

get  every yea r . Th a t  is  n ot  h ow we do bu s in es s , we t ry to s a ve towa rd  p rojects . 

So wh a t  th a t  m ea n s  is  if we h a ve a  p roject  th a t  we kn ow th a t  we n eed , like a  

ga rba ge t ru ck , we on ly bu y a  ga rba ge t ru ck  every five yea rs .  So we don ’t  go 

a n d  borrow th e m on ey, we s a ve th e m on ey a s  we go. So often  t im es , we will 

s a ve a n d  collect  a n d  th a t  on e yea r , it  looks  like a  ba d  dea l, b u t  it  is n ’t  beca u s e 

we a re pa yin g for  it  a ll in  th a t  yea r . Bu t  th e p rob lem  th is  yea r  is  th a t  we don ’t  

h a ve a  lot  of s a vin gs .  

 

Dou g s a id  th ere a re th ree th in gs  we ca n  focu s  on  a n d  rea lly m ove on :  

1 -EMS Tra n s por ta t ion  
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2 -Ga s  Project  

3 -collect ion s  

He s a id  th os e th ree th in gs  wou ld  wipe ou t  th e $391 ,000  deficit . 

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  a s  fa r  a s  th e t ra n s por t , we h a ve th a t  report  com in g in  J u ly. 

Th a t  wou ld  be m a ybe a  work  s es s ion  type th in g a ls o. Th a t is  n ot  th e b ig p ictu re 

th a t  I a m  ta lk in g a bou t .  We n eed  to get  in to a  fu ll-fledged  m eet in g every s o 

often  regu la r ly.  

 

Dou g b rou gh t  u p  th e ga s  p roject . He s a id  it  wou ld  ch a n ge th in gs  overn igh t  if 

we go a h ea d  a n d  get  goin g.  It  cou ld  wipe th e $391 ,000  its elf.  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  we n eed  to ch a n ge ou r  ph ilos oph y t oo, m a ybe it  is  oka y to 

t ra n s fer  fu n ds  beca u s e th a t  is  u t ility. Dou g s a id  it  wa s  a  d ifferen t  u t ility. 

Everyon e h a s  to h a ve electr icity. Tim  s a id  h e u n ders tood  a n d  th a t  wa s  

s om eth in g Cou n cil will h a ve to a gree on .  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  th ey h a ve a  p la n  a n d  it  is  to get  th e bu dget  pa s s ed  s o we ca n  

get  focu s ed   a n d  m ove on . We ju s t  ca n ’t  s olve th a t  in  two weeks .  

 

Rod  Cu ry a s ked  on ce we get  th e cos t  of s ervice s tu dy th en  we ca n  get  in to th e 

bu dget  work  s es s ion s  ea r ly by la te Au gu s t  or  ea r ly Sep tem ber  a n d  begin  to 

work  towa rd  redu cin g th e $391 ,000 .  

 

Mr. Ta ylor  a greed  a n d  s a id  to pu t  to bed  th e u t ility p iece h ere a n d  work  on  th e 

wa ter  a n d  s ewer  wh ich  we will h a ve ea r ly, we will do th a t  on e in  h ou s e.  Th is  

p rob lem  is  n ot  th e u t ilit ies , th is  is  police, fire, res cu e, re c, etc. Th a t  does n ’t  

h a ve en ou gh   fees  a n d  ta xes  to s u ppor t  it .  

 

J oe McCra cken  a s ked  if h e wa s  s a yin g th a t  fees  a n d  ta xes  m u s t  r is e? Mr. 

Ta ylor  s a id  eith er  th a t  or  fin d  s om e oth er  wa y to fu n d  it  th rou gh  t ra n s por ta t ion  

or  wh a tever  p rojects  th a t  you  a ll com e u p  with .  

 

Dou g s a id  h e wa n ted  to work  on  gen era t in g m ore reven u e n ot  ta x m ore. J oe 

McCra cken  a s ked  Adr ien n e wh a t  h er  s u gges t ion  wa s  to fix th is  p rob lem . Sh e 

a greed  with  Tim , th ere is  goin g to h a ve to be s om e s or t  of ta x or  s ervice reven u e 

to b r in g th a t  u p  or  cu t  a n d  I don ’t  kn ow wh ere els e you  cou ld  cu t . Th e fees  a n d  

ta xes  do n ot  s u ppor t  th e bu dget .  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  if you  ca n  com e u p  with  s om eth in g th a t  works , we a re oka y. We 

h a ve to s ta r t  work in g on  it . Th ere is  n o u s e wa it in g u n t il th e la s t  m in u te, i f you  

do h a ve to en force a  ta x, th ere is  n o n eed  n ot  to u n ders ta n d  it . You  will h a ve to 

ta lk  a bou t  it . You  ca n ’t  bu ry you r  h ea d  in  th e s a n d .  

 

J oe McCra cken  s ta ted  th e bot tom  lin e is , we a re in  th e red , a n d  it  h a s  to be 

fixed . Wh a tever  it  ta kes  to fix it , will h ave to be don e. He wa n ts  th e pu b lic to 

kn ow th a t  it  is  in  th e red  a n d  th ere cou ld  pos s ib ly be in crea s es  du e to th e 

bu dget .  

 

Ma ry An n  Stron g s a id  if we h a d  th e ga s  th a t  wou ld  be h u ge. Dou g a greed , h e 

s a id  we n eed  to focu s  on  h a vin g th e ga s  in  p la ce in  th ree m on th s . Focu s  on  

h a vin g th e t ra n s por ta t ion  in  th ree m on th s .  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  you  rea lly h a ve to u n d ers ta n d  th a t  th ere is  a  m is con cep t ion  

th a t  you  ca n  ra is e ta xes  on  a n yth in g, you  ca n ’t . Th ere a re on ly cer ta in  th in gs  

you  ca n  do.  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  Mr. Ta ylor  if h e wa s  con s erva t ive in  h is  figu res  from  th e 

Sta te. He s a id  we a re a lwa ys  con s erva t ive with  th e figu res  on  th e reven u e s ide. 

We cou ld  h a ve m a d e you  a ll h a ppy bu t  pu t t in g a  lit t le h ere, a  lit t le th ere bu t  

th a t  is  n ot  th e p rofes s ion a l wa y. I h a ve s ta ff th a t  kn ows  wh a t  th ey a re doin g. 

We a re for tu n a te to h a ve th e ta len t  we h a ve. You  a re com m en ded  to keep  th e 
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ta xes  low, I don ’t  wa n t  to pa y h igh er  ta xes  eith er . I ju s t  wa n t  to be a  rea lis t  a n d  

wa n t  you  to u n ders ta n d  we a re t ryin g to be a s  p rofes s ion a l a s  we ca n  be a n d  

n ot  be n egligen t  in  wh a t  we do. I a m  obliga ted  by Sta te La w a n d  Town  Ch a r ter  

to tell you  th e t ru th . Th a t  is  m y job . Th en  it  is  u p  to you  gu ys  to vote a n d  

decide wh a t  th e bes t  th in g to do is  a n d  h a s  th e lea s t  im pact  to get  th e bes t  

qu a lity of s ervice.  We a re n ot  perfect , we m a ke m is ta kes  bu t  we h a ve a  good 

crew th a t  rea lly ca res  a bou t  th e Town  a n d  th e cit izen s .  We a re ju s t  goin g to 

a rb it ra r ily ra is e ta xes  bu t  you  h a ve to a t  lea s t  h a ve th e kn owledge to kn ow 

wh a t  you  h a ve to do with  th a t  beca u s e if it  is  th e la s t  res or t  th en   it  is .  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  h ow lon g is  it  wh en  you  get  th e figu res  for  th e Sta te a fter  

th ey a pprove th eir  Bu dget , h ow lon g does  it  ta ke you  to get  th e figu res . Mr. 

Ta ylor  s a id  it  is  im m edia te. We h a ve  VML th a t  pos ts  th os e. We m a y wa n t  to 

look  a t  th os e a t  ou r  fir s t  m eet in g, th ere a re s om e codes  a bou t  ch a n gin g th e 

bu dget . You  h a ve to ch a n ge it  a ctu a lly 1 % or  $500 ,000 .  All th a t  m ea n s  is  you  

h a ve to go ba ck  a n d  a n n ou n ce wh a t  you  a re doin g  a n d  th e pu b lic h a s  a  

ch a n ce to com e a n d  lis ten  to you r  qu ote , wh ich  you  do a n ywa y, if a n yon e h a s  a  

con cern  th ey ca n  com e a n d  ta lk  to th e Cou n cil. On ce you  do th a t , we ca n  

a d ju s t  th e bu dget  a s  we go. Now ca p ita l, if it ’s  over  th ere, we ca n  h a n d le th a t  in  

a  d ifferen t  fa s h ion . Th os e a re lon ger  term  item s . With  ca p ita l, th ere is  m ore 

flexib ility. If you  a re depen d in g on  th a t  reven u e to s h ore u p  th e govern m en ta l 

s ide th en  th a t  ch a n ges  th in gs . We h a ve a  lot  of im m edia te n eeds , we a ls o h a ve 

da y to da y n eeds  th a t  we h a ve to keep  ou r  peop le, We a re a lrea dy s h or t -

h a n ded . I a m  tryin g to figu re ou t  a  wa y to get  s om e th in gs  to you  th a t  cos t  th e 

lea s t  a m ou n t  of m on ey a n d  wh en  it  com es  to s om e th in gs  th a t  a re ou ts ide ou r  

exper t is e, like ga s  p rodu ct ion , we n eed  s om e h elp . We a re work in g o n  th a t . We 

a re ju s t  n ot  a  poin t  wh ere we ca n  b r in g it  to a n  open  m eet in g. Th ere a re s om e 

good  th in gs  goin g on  in  th e fu tu re for  u s . We h a ve to rea lis ts  a n d  kn ow th a t  

th is  is  a  d ifficu lt  bu dget  a n d  th ere a re d ifficu lt  decis ion s  to m a ke a n d  you  h a ve 

to h a ve en ou gh  in form a tion  to m a ke th e r igh t  ch oices . Let’s  go a h ea d  a n d  pa s s  

it  with  wh a t  we h a ve a n d  get  bet ter  edu ca ted  a n d  get  th os e th in gs  m ovin g.  We 

will ta lk  a bou t  t ra n spor t  in  J u ly; we will ta lk  a bou t  th e cos t  of s ervice s tu dy in  

Au gu s t  or  Sep tem ber . If we ca n  get  s om eon e to com e down  a n d  exp la in  it  bet ter  

th a n  we ca n , to exp la in  th e oppor tu n it ies  th a t  you  m a y h a ve for  th a t  pa r t  of it , 

we will do th a t . Followin g th a t , we will do th a t  cos t  of s ervice s tu dy for  th e 

wa ter  a n d  s ewer . On e of th e b igges t  worr ies  th a t  we h a ve is  th e u n fu n ded 

lia b ility for  VRS, ou r  ret irem en t  s ys tem , is  goin g to be pu t  on  ou r  books  a s  a  

lia b ility n ext  yea r . We a re look in g a t  s ix or  s even  m illion  d olla rs  of u n fu n ded  

lia b ility. We a re s u ppos ed  to p la n  to pa y th a t  down . Th a t  is  a  p ret ty b ig 

expos u re to th e Town . Th a t  is  a  lon g term  p rob lem  th a t  we n eed  to be th in k in g 

a bou t , n ot  a n  im m edia te con cern .  

 

So a n yt im e s om eth in g a s  s im ple a s  th e Teen  Cen ter  or  th e Food  Pa n try a s k in g 

for  don a t ion s , you  n eed  to h a ve th e a b ility to tell folks  th e tru th .  Som etim es  

it ’s  eith er  or . Bu t  it  is  ba d , a n d  you  s h ou ld  n ot  give a wa y a n y don a t ion s  of a n y 

s or t  th a t  m a kes  it  h a rder  on  u s , es pecia lly s in ce ou r  em ployees  h a ve n ot  h a d  a  

ra is e in  m a n y yea rs . Th ey h a ve good  ben efits  a n d  a re ce r ta in ly a pprecia t ive of 

it . A lot  of th em  a re ra is in g k ids , we h a ve a  few m ore you n ger  em ployees  n ow 

th a n  we u s ed  to h a ve. It  is  im por ta n t th a t  on e da y we fa ctor  th a t  in  s o th a t  we 

ca n  keep  good  folks  th a t  work  for  u s .  

 

Rod  Cu ry th a n ked  Su e a n d  Adr ien n e for  a t ten d in g ton igh t .  It  m ea n s  a  lot .  J oe 

McCra cken  th a n ked  th em  a ls o.  

 

With  n o fu r th er  qu es t ion s  or  d is cu s s ion , Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  for  a  Motion  to 

a pprove th e bu dget . La rry J oh n s on  m a de th e Motion  to a p prove th e Bu dget , 

s econ ded  by Fra n ces  Mea dows . Vote 5 / 1 , with  J oe McCra ck en  vot in g n o. 

Motion  ca rr ied . 

 

Bra d  Ra t liff refer red  to th e oth er  two Ord in a n ces , wh ich  a re in ter -rela ted . On e 

is  for  EMS Billin g, th ere a re to be ed its  to th a t  pa r t icu la r  Ord in a n ce  s o I wou ld  

s u gges t  we ta b le th es e u n t il th e n ext  m eet in g.  
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Town  Ma n a ger’s  Repor t  

1 -Au th or iza t ion  to pa y b ills -Mr. Ta ylor  wen t  over  th e ch eck  regis ter  wh ich  

in clu ded  b ills  for  th e m on th  tota lin g $645 ,667 .19  in clu d in g AMP Power  Bill 

$316 ,662 .22 , An th em  $73 ,142 .00  a n d  VRS $52 ,282 .49 . La rry J oh n s on  m a de a  

m otion  to a u th or ize th e Town  Ma n a ger  to pa y th e b ills , s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry. 

All in  fa vor , vote 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .   

 

2 -VRS Con tr ibu t ion  Ra tes -By la w, th e Town  Cou n cil is  requ ired  to pa s s  th e 

Res olu t ion  to a dop t  th e cer t ified  ra tes  th a t  a re given  to u s  by th e Virgin ia  

Ret irem en t  Sys tem  Boa rd  of Tru s tees . Th is  n eeds  to be voted  on  in  order  to get  

in  th e m a il tom orrow.  He rea d  th e Res olu t ion  in  its  en t irety. Th e n ew ra te 

effect ive 7 / 1 / 14  is  22 .95%. La rry J oh n s on  m a de th e Motion  to a dop t  th e 

Res olu t ion , s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry. All in  fa vor , vote 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

3 -Na t ion a l Wea th er  Service Com m u n ica t ion  Project - It  wa s  gen era ted  to h elp  

im prove ou r  pu b lic s a fety com m u n ica t ion . Th e NWS beca m e a n  op t ion  beca u s e 

th ey wa n ted  to loca te a  s ite in  Rich la n ds . We h a ve pa s s ed  a  Motion  to en ter  

in to a  a greem en t  with  th e Ta zewell Cou n ty PSA for  th e s ite  a n d  we h a ve s ign ed  

a n d  forwa rded  th a t  on  to th em .  Th ey h a ve voted  to a dop t  th e res olu t ion  a n d  

m a y requ ire s om e boa rd  a ct ion . We do h a ve a u th or iza t ion  to go a  a h ea d  a n d  

s ta r t  con s tru ct ion , we h a ve th e bu ild in g perm it . We h a ve th e des ign  fin is h ed , 

th e tower  is  rea dy to be in s ta lled , th e con crete h a s  been  pou red .           E. 

Dillon  is  goin g to don a te th e b lock  for  th e con trol bu ild in g.  We a re goin g to a s k  

for  oth er  don a t ion s  s in ce th is  is  a  Ta zewell Cou n ty a n d  a  com m u n ity p roject , 

s im ila r  to th e Bu rn  Bu ild in g. We n eed  to get  s om e m ore con tr ibu t ion s  to h elp  

with  th a t . Like ton igh t  du r in g th is  s torm , th e peop le th a t  h a ve th e wea th er  

ra d ios  cou ld  h a ve h ea rd  a bou t  it  wa y before ou r  s iren s  wen t  off.  It  is  a  

won derfu l th in g for  u s  to h a ve. We a re in  a  pocket  wh ere we don ’t  get  th a t  

ch a n n el s o th is  is  rea lly n eeded . Th is  is  loca ted  a t  Cla ypool Hill a t  th e PSA ta n k  

s ite. Ch ief Dor ton  h a s  been  lea d in g th is  p roject  with  J im  Ta ylor . Th e b igges t  

th in g n ow is  th a t  we h a ve 28  da ys  to wa it  for  th e con crete  for  th e tower to 

s ea s on . We h ope to get  th e b lock  n ext  week  a n d  get  s ta r ted  on  th a t .  Th e 

b igges t  ch a llen ge is  to get  electr icity to th e s ite.  

 

4 -Sect ion  Hou s e Project -we do h a ve a  s ch edu led  web -m eet in g with  th e Sect ion  

Hou s e Com m it tee th a t  h a s  been  work in g with  th e En gin eers  a n d  Arch itects  on  

J u n e 12
th

 to look  a t  th e 40% des ign  review with  th e Arch itects  a n d  if everyth in g 

is  a  go th en  th e n ext  b ig m eet in g with  b e with  VDOT. On ce we get  th e 50% it  

will a ccelera te a  lit t le qu icker .  It  is  ta k in g a  lit t le lon ger  th a n  we h a d  h oped . 

Hopefu lly we will s ee s om e con s tru ct ion  s oon .  

 

5 -Clin ch  River  Scen ic Des ign a t ion -refer red  to th e la tes t  pa m ph let  from  th em . It  

is  th e p la n  to h a ve th e Res olu t ion  a t  th e J u ly m eet in g t o d is cu s s  th is  m ore in -

dep th .  Th is  is  a  very good  docu m en t , it  s h ows  wh a t  th is  des ign a t ion  does  a n d  

does  n ot  do for  th e a rea .  Even  th e  Town  of  Ta zewell is  goin g to a s k  to be a  

pa r t  of th is . Th is  d ocu m en t  a ddres s es  con cern s  th a t  p roper ty own ers  m a y 

h a ve. It  does  n ot  ta k e con trol of th e la n d . Th e r iver  belon gs  to everyon e. We will 

be recogn ized  for  th is  des ign a t ion .  

 

6 -Cod ifica t ion -we h a ve a s ked  for  a  60  da y exten s ion  from  th e J u n e 30  

dea d lin e.  We h a ve ju s t  n ot  h a d  t im e to review it . He a s ked  Bra d  to p ro vide a n y 

in pu t  h e h a d  a s  h e goes  a lon g, n ot  wa it  u n t il Cou n cil.  

 

7 -Bu rn et t  Street  p roper ty-we d id  a dver t is e th e p roper ty.  We on ly got  on e b id  on  

th e p roper ty a n d  it  wa s  n on -res pon s ive, it  d id  n ot  m eet  th e m in im u m  b id  s o I 

won ’t  d is clos e it . My recom m en da t ion  is  to lift  th e m in im u m  b id  a n d  re-

a dver t is e it . J oe McCra cken  m a de th e Motion  to lift  th e m in im u m  b id  a n d  re-

a dver t is e th e p roper ty, s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on . Mr. Ta ylor  s u gges ted  it  be 

s old  with  th e con d it ion  of tea r in g down  th e bu ild in g.  Cou n cil a greed . J oe 

a m en ded  th e Motion  to in clu de th e b u yer  m u s t  tea r  down  th e bu ild in g, 

s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on .  All in  fa vor , vote 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  
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Ma yor  Wh ite rem in ded  everyon e a bou t  th e tou r  of th e Airpor t  on  J u ly 8
th

 a n d  

will s en d  everyon e a n  em a il to rem in d  th em .  

 

With  n o fu r th er  bu s in es s  to d is cu s s , Fra n ces  Mea dows  m a de th e Motion  to 

Ad jou rn , s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry.  All in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Ad jou rn ed  a t  10 :03  pm  u n t il n ext  m eet in g da te of J u ly 8 , 2014  a t  7 :30 .  

 

         

        _____________________________ 

        J a n n is  Wh ite, Ma yor  

 

At tes t : 

 

___________________ 

Su s a n  Wh it t , Clerk  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


