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Th e Rich la n ds  Town  Cou n cil h eld  a  regu la r  m on th ly m eet in g in  th e Rich la n ds  

Cou n cil Ch a m bers  on  Febru a ry 11 , 2014  a t  7 :30  pm  with  th e followin g 

p res en t : 

 

 Ma yor : J a n n is  Wh ite 

 Town  Ma n a ger : Tim  Ta ylor  

 Town  Clerk : Su s a n  Wh it t   

 Town  Attorn ey: Bra d  Ra t liff 

 Cou n cil Mem bers : J oe McCra cken , Rod  Cu ry, La rry J oh n s on ,  

 Fra n ces  Mea dows , Dou g Ra t liff, Ma ry An n  Stron g 

  

Ma yor  Wh ite ca lled  th e m eet in g to order  a n d  ga ve th e in voca t ion .  

 

Boy Scou ts  of Am erica  Troop  #61  wa s  on  h a n d  a n d  led  th e Pledge of Allegia n ce.  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ks  if th ere is  a n yon e th a t  wou ld  like to s pea k  wh o is  n ot  on  th e 

a gen da . Sh e a ls o a s ked  if th ere were a n y a dd it ion s  or  delet ion s  to th e a gen da . 

Th ere were n on e. 

 

Rod  Cu ry m a de th e Motion  to a pprove th e Agen da  a s  p res en ted , s econ ded  by 

La rry J oh n s on .  All in  fa vor  6 / 0 .  Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Min u tes  for  th e J oin t  Pu b lic Hea r in g for  a  con d it ion a l u s e to be perm it ted  in  a  

B-2  Zon e, on  J a n u a ry 14 , 2014  a t  7 :00  pm ; th e regu la r  m eet in g of Cou n cil on  

J a n u a ry 14 , 2014  a t  7 :30  a n d  th e Em ergen cy Meet in g on  S a tu rda y, J a n u a ry 

18 , 2014  a t  10 :00  a m , h a d  been  p reviou s ly d is t r ibu ted  a n d  Ma yor  Wh ite a s ks  if 

th ere a n y a m en dm en ts  or  correct ion s  to th e m in u tes .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff offered  th ree a m en dm en ts  t o th e regu la r  m eet in g m in u tes : on  pa ge 

3 , fou r th  pa ra gra ph , “Corn er  Ma rt” s h ou ld  be ch a n ged  to rea d  “Rich la n ds ”; 

s a m e pa ge, fifth  pa ra gra ph , “$250 ,000  in  reta il” s h ou ld  b e ch a n ged  to rea d  

“$500 ,000  in  reta il”; a n d  pa ge 7 , fir s t  pa ra gra ph , “(Corn er  Ma rt)” s h ou ld  be 

rem oved .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff m a de th e m otion  to a pprove th e Min u tes  a s  a m en ded , s econ ded  by 

Rod  Cu ry.  All in  fa vor  6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Sch edu led  Pu b lic Com m en ts : 

Mart ha Hurs t -Pre s ide nt  o f CART-th a n ked  th e Town  for  25  yea rs  of con t in u a l 

s u ppor t  of th e CART (Cit izen s  for  th e Arts ) p rogra m .  Rich la n ds  is  th e oldes t  

Mu n icipa lity in  th e s ta te of Virgin ia  to u t ilize th e Govern m en t  Ch a llen ge Gra n t . 

For  th is  we wa n t  to s a y th a n k  you  a n d  p res en t  a  p la qu e to you .  After  

p res en t in g th e p la qu e a n d  ta k in g a  ph oto with  Cou n cil a s  it  wa s  p res en ted , 

Mrs . Hu rs t  retu rn ed  to th e pod iu m  to con t in u e with  a  repor t  of th in gs  don e by 

CART th is  pa s t  yea r . Th rou gh  th e p rogra m s  with  Art  a n d  Edu ca t ion , we h a ve 

t r ied  to do m ore com m u n ity ou trea ch  beca u s e we a re a wa re th a t  it  is  th e 

com m u n ity peop le th a t  s u p por t  u s  a n d  fu n d  u s .   

Th rou gh  th e coop era t ion  of Peter  Mu lkey a n d  Clin ch  Va lley Medica l 

Cen ter , we offered  free flu  s h ots  a t  ou r  Octobe r  m eet in g a n d  h a d  a  good 

res pon s e.  

For  ou r  th ree ch ild ren ’s  p rogra m s , a u d ien ce m em bers  b rou gh t  food  for  

th e Ba ck  Pa ck  p rogra m . Th e Ba ck  Pa ck  Min is t r ies  is  s pon s ored  th rou gh  s evera l 

ch u rch es  in  ou r  a rea  a n d  p rovides  food  to loca l s ch ool ch ild ren  wh o don ’t  h a ve 

food  for  th e weeken ds .  

 We u s ed  s u rveys  th is  yea r  in  ou r  p rogra m s , we wa n ted  feed -ba ck  from  

ou r  a u d ien ces  a n d  we h a ve u s ed  th es e s u gges t ion s  in  p la n n in g p rogra m m in g 

for  n ext  yea r . We h a ve s om e excit in g p rogra m s  for  n ext  yea r .  

We pa r tn ered  th e Ch a m ber  a n d  th e Appa la ch ia n  Arts  Cen ter  with  

“Brin gin g 4  Au th ors ”, th e th ird  on e is  ton igh t , a n d  Dr . Ta l S ta n ley is  s pea k in g 

a t  th e Appa la ch ia n  Arts  Cen ter .  
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We a re h ere to a s k  th a t  we con t in u e th e n ext  25  yea rs  with  th e Town ’s  

s u ppor t . We h a ve a  copy of th e Govern m en t  Ch a llen ge Gra n t  th a t  n eeds  to be 

s ign ed  u pon  con s idera t ion  of th e Cou n cil.  

Th ree won derfu l CART progra m s  left : on e is  th is  Fr ida y n igh t , on  

Va len t in e’s  Da y, Ca liforn ia  Drea m in g; in  Ma rch  is  th e High la n d s  Ba llet  a n d  

th en  Broa dwa y Ton igh t  is  th e la s t  on e of th e s ea s on . 

 

Rod  Cu ry m a de a  Motion  to s u ppor t  th is  Gra n t  for  CART a s  h a s  been  don e for  

th e pa s t  25  yea rs , s econ ded  by J oe McCra cken . No d is cu s s ion . Vote-a ll in  

fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .   

 

Dr. Me lody  Count s -He alt h  Dire c t or for t he  Cum be rland Plat e au Dis t ric t  o f 

t he  Virgin ia De part m e nt  o f He alt h .  Sh e a n d  oth er  m em bers  of th e VDH a re 

h ere to s pea k  ton igh t  on  th e Pu b lic Hea lth  As s es s m en ts  of th e Sim m on s -Ra n d  

p roper ty. We wou ld  like to s u m m a rize th e fin d in gs  of th a t  r epor t  a n d  th en  b e 

a va ila b le to a n s wer  a n y qu es t ion s  th a t  th e Cou n cil or  th e Com m u n ity m a y 

h a ve. Th ere a re s om e collea gu es  of m in e from  th e Cen tra l Office th a t  will 

p res en t  th e fin d in gs  on  Power  Poin t .  

 

Cou n cil m em bers  m oved  in to th e a u d ien ce for  th e p res en ta t ion .  

 

Pres en ta t ion  given  by Aya t  Abdelba k i, MPH-Hea lth  Edu ca tor  a t  th e Virgin ia  

Depa r tm en t  of Hea lth  in  Rich m on d , Virgin ia . Sh e in trodu ced  h ers elf a n d  s a id  

with  m e th is  even in g is  Rebecca  LePrell, Dr . Dwigh t  Fla m m ia  a n d  Dr . Egbe 

Egiebor . Th ere a re a ls o rep res en ta t ives  from  th e Dep a r tm en t  of En viron m en ta l 

Qu a lity p res en t . In  order  to p rovide you  with  a  lit t le b it  of ba ckgrou n d  

in form a tion , in  2011  th e Cu m ber la n d  Pla tea u  Hea lth  Dis t r ict  d irector  

requ es ted  VDH to eva lu a te th e levels  of en viron m en ta l con ta m in a n ts  a t  th e 

form er  Sim m on s -Ra n d  p roper ty a n d  determ in e if th ey wou ld  p res en t  a  

poten t ia l h ea lth  h a za rd  to th e Com m u n ity a n d  VDH h a s  fu lly com pleted  th is  

eva lu a t ion  ba s ed  on  a va ila b le da ta .  Th is  even in g I will be p res en t in g th e ba s ic 

h ea lth  a s s es s m en t  a n d  will a b le to a n s wer  you r  qu es t ion s .  

 

Top ics  Covered : Pu b lic Hea lth  As s es s m en t  

-Iden t ifies  ch em ica ls  of con cern  

-Determ in es  wh eth er  expos u re to th os e ch em ica ls  res u lt  in  h u m a n  h ea lth  

h a za rds  

-th e p roces s  a ls o in volves  a ddres s in g s pecific com m u n ity con cern s , h ea lth  

con cern s  a s s ocia ted  with  poten t ia l h a za rdou s  wa s te s ites .  

-As s es s m en t  a ls o determ in es  wh a t  a ct ion s  s h ou ld  be ta ken  to redu ce expos u re 

to th os e ch em ica ls  of con cern .  

 

-Sh e th en  refer red  to a  m a p  of th e Sim m on s  Ra n d  p roper ty. It  is  own ed  by 

In gers oll-Ra n d  Com pa n y. (m a p  a ls o in clu ded  in  th e h a n d -ou t) Th e s ite is  

loca ted  in  a  m ixed  in du s tr ia l, com m ercia l a n d  res iden t ia l a rea . Th e pop u la t ion  

with in  on e m ile is  4 ,038 . Th e in du s tr ia l a ct ivity bega n  in  m id  1940s .  Th e 

n or th ern  en d  is  covered  with  a s ph a lt  an d  th e s ou th ern  en d  is  cove red  with  

vegeta t ion  a n d  gra vel.  

-Th e s ite is  com pos ed  of fou r  t ra cts : t h e VDH’s  m a in  focu s  is  Tra cts  3  & 4 , for  

s evera l rea s on s : a cces s  to Tra cts  3  & 4  is  u n res tr icted ; res iden t ia l ba ck  ya rds  

a re a d ja cen t  to Tra cts  3  & 4 ; th ere a re a ls o s h eds  poten t ia lly u s ed  b y res iden ts  

on  Tra cts  3  & 4 , wh ich  s u gges ts  th a t  res iden ts  m a y com e in to con ta ct  with  

con ta m in a n ts  on  th es e t ra cts .  

-VDH d id  n ot  focu s  on  Tra ct  1  beca u s e it  is  covered  with  a s ph a lt , wh ich  

elim in a tes  expos u re to con ta m in a n ts .  VDH d id  n ot  focu s  on  Tra ct  2  beca u s e 

th a t  t ra ct  is  s u rrou n ded  by a  fen ce s o n o on e h a s  a cces s  to th a t  t ra ct  a n d  it  is  

a ls o covered  with  con crete fou n da t ion s  of dem olis h ed  bu ild in gs . However , VDH 

will con s ider  eva lu a t in g expos u re to ch em ica ls  on  Tra cts  1  & 2  if t ra ct  

con d it ion s  ch a n ge in  th e fu tu re.  

 

-Ch em ica ls  of con cern  a re iden t ified  by look in g a t  th e res pect ive  h ea lth  ba s e, 

com pa r is on  va lu e (CV) a n d  th is  ta b le s h ows  th e con cen tr a t ion  of lea d  fou n d in  
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s oil a n d  s u rfa ce wa ter . You  ca n  s ee th e con cen tra t ion  of lea d  fou n d  in  s oil wa s  

4000  m illigra m s  per  k ilogra m , wh ich  exceeds  th e com pa r is on  va lu e of 400 .  

Th a t  m a xim u m  con cen tra t ion  of lea d  in  s u rfa ce wa ter  wa s  34  k ilogra m s  per  

m illigra m , wh ich  is  h igh er  th a n  th e com pa r is on  va lu e of 15 .  Ba s ed  on  th ese 

res u lts , VDH h a s  determ in ed  th a t  expos u re to lea d  on  Tra ct s  3  & 4  m a y ca u se 

h u m a n  con cern .  It  m a y h a rm  th e h ea lth  of ch ild ren . VDH perform ed  th e 

eva lu a t ion  of va r iou s  oth er  ch em ica ls  bu t  it  wa s  determ in ed  th a t  th os e 

ch em ica ls  do n ot  pos e h u m a n  h ea lth  h a za rd  a n d  th a t  lea d  wa s  th e on ly 

con ta m in a n t  of con cern .  So on e’s  h ea lth  ca n  be a ffected  by a  ch em ica l if th ey 

a re expos ed  to it . In d ividu a ls  ca n  be expos ed  to ch em ica ls  th rou gh  in ges t ion ,  

in h a la t ion  a n d  th rou gh  derm a l con ta ct . Derm a l m ea n s  a bs orp t ion  of a  

ch em ica l th rou gh  th e s k in .  

 

VDH con s iders  five elem en ts  wh en  determ in in g if a n  expos u re m a y h a ve 

occu rred  in  th e pa s t  or  if it  is  p res en t ly occu rr in g or  m a y occu r  in  th e fu tu re.  

1 -Sou rce of con ta m in a n t  (wh ich  is  th e p la ce wh ere h a za rdou s  m a ter ia l com es  

from , th e Sim m on s -Ra n d  p roper ty) 

2 -En viron m en ta l Tra n s por t -wh en  a  con ta m in a n t  is  relea s ed  in to th e 

en viron m en t . It  m oves  th rou gh  a n d  a cros s  d ifferen t  m ed iu m s  s u ch  a s  s u rfa ce 

wa ters , s oil or  s ed im en t .  

3 -Poin t  of Expos u re-wh ere peop le com e in to con ta ct  with  th e con ta m in a n t : 

th rou gh  s u rfa ce wa ter , s oil or  s ed im en t .  

4 -Rou te of Expos u re-is  th e th rou gh  in h a la t ion , in ges t ion  or  derm a l con ta ct .  

5 -Poten t ia lly Expos ed  Popu la t ion -Popu la t ion  th a t  m a y h a ve com e in to con ta ct  

with  th e con ta m in a n ts . Th os e wou ld  be res iden ts  on  J ewell Street  a n d  

t res pa s s ers  in to th e Sim m on s -Ra n d  p roper ty.  

-Com pleted  expos u re pa th wa y exis ts  if you  h a ve a ll of th es e five elem en ts  

p res en t  or  if th ere is  a  s t ron g likelih ood  th a t  peop le h a ve in  th e pa s t  or  a re 

p res en t ly com in g in to con ta ct  with  con ta m in a n ts  on  th e s ite. In  th e a n a lys is , 

Tra cts  3  & 4  were iden t ified  a s  h a vin g com plete expos u re pa th wa ys  beca u s e 

peop le h a ve in  th e pa s t  or  a re p res en t ly com in g in to con tact  with  lea d  in  th e 

s oil. VDH h a s  determ in ed  th a t  res iden ts  a n d  ch ild ren  m a y be expos ed  to 

con ta m in a n ts  in  th e s oil th rou gh  s k in  con ta ct  or  in h a la t ion  or  in ges t ion  a n d  

m a y be expos ed  to s ed im en t  a n d  s u rfa ce wa ter  th rou gh  s k in  con ta ct  if th ey 

p la y on  eith er  s ed im en t  or  s u rfa ce wa ters  in  ba ckya rds  a d ja cen t  to th es e 

t ra cts . A poten t ia l expos u re pa th wa y exis ts  if th ere is  a  poten t ia l or  likelih ood  

for  th e com m u n ity to be expos ed  to a  con ta m in a n t .  In  rega rd s  to th e grou n d  

wa ter , th e grou n d  wa ter  flows  in  th e d irect ion  of s om e of th e h om es  on  J ewell 

Street  a n d  th ere s u bs ta n ces  kn own  a s  vola t ile orga n ic com pou n ds  wh ich  

rea d ily eva pora te in to th e a ir  a n d  th os e com pou n ds  a re iden t ified  on -s ite cou ld  

m ove with  th e grou n d  wa ter  a n d  pellet ize in to h om es . Res iden ts  ca n  be 

poten t ia lly expos ed  to th es e orga n ic com pou n ds . 

-Elim in a t in g th e expos u re pa th wa y is  wh en  th e expos u re to a  con ta m in a n t  is  

extrem ely u n likely a n d  VDH h a s  determ in ed  th a t  res iden ts  or  t res pa s s ers  will 

n ot  con s u m e s u rfa ce wa ter  or  grou n d  wa ter  n ea r  th e Tra cts  3  & 4  for  two 

rea s on s : grou n d  wa ter  is  n ot  u s ed  a s  pota b le or  n on -pota b le wa ter  beca u s e 

h om es  a re con n ected  to a  pu b lic wa ter  s ys tem  a n d  in  rega rd s  to s u rfa ce wa ter , 

th e wa ter  in  th e d ra in a ge d itch  flu ctu a tes  a n d  it  is  n ot  deep  en ou gh  for  a n yon e 

to s wim  in . VDH h a s  determ in ed  th a t  res iden ts  wou ld  n ot  con s u m e s u rfa ce 

wa ter  or  grou n d  wa ter .  

 

EPA Lea d  Model is  des ign ed  to p red ict  th e b lood  lea d  levels  in  you n g ch ild ren  

expos ed  to lea d . Th e m odel u s ed  fa ctors  like t im e ou tdoors , ven t ila t ion  ra te, 

d iet  in -ta ke, a n d  wa ter  con s u m ption . Ba s ed  on  th e res u lts , th e m odel p red icted  

th e b lood  levels  were h igh er  in  ch ild ren  livin g n ea r  th e p roper ty or  a t  lea s t  a t  

r is k  for  eleva ted  b lood  levels  a n d  th is  expos u re m a y h a rm  th e h ea lth  of 

ch ild ren . Th e Cen ters  for  Dis ea s e Con trol a n d  Preven t ion  con s ider  a n y level of 

lea d  in  th e body, es pecia lly for  ch ild ren  to be h a rm fu l a n d  th ere is  n o p roven  

s a fe level of lea d  in  b lood . Ch ild ren  a re a ls o m ore  s en s it ive to th e toxic effects  of 

lea d .  Lea d  m a y be h a rm fu l to ch ild ren  even  a t  low levels  a n d  ch ild ren  can  

a ppea r  h ea lth y des p ite h a vin g h igh  levels  of lea d  in  b lood .  It  is  s u gges ted  th a t  

ch ild ren  u n der  th e a ge of 7  s h ou ld  h a ve th eir  b lood  tes ted  for  lea d  a s  a  gen era l 
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p reca u t ion , es pecia lly if th ey live in  or  n ea r  a rea s  of kn own  lea d  con ta m in a t ion . 

VDH’s  con cern  with  lea d  expos u re  beca u s e it  ca n  poten t ia lly a ffect  a ll orga n s  of 

th e body, ca u s in g a  wide va r iety of s ide effects , with  th e n ervou s  s ys tem  m os t  

a ffected .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff a s ked  a bou t  th e ru n -off from  th a t  a rea  wh en  it  floods . He a s ked  

wh a t  effect  th e lea d  bein g in  flood  wa ters  a n d  wa s h in g down -s trea m .  

 

Dr. Dwight  Flam m ia o f t he  St at e  Public  He alt h  De pt -Toxo logis t -s a id  th a t  

wh en  th e a rea  floods  a n d  s om e of th e con ta m in a n ts  get  in to th e flood  wa ters , 

you  h a ve s u ch  a  la rge body of wa ter ; it  wou ld  be d ilu ted  th rou gh ou t  th e wh ole 

en viron m en t .  I ca n ’t  s ee th a t  it  wou ld  h a ve a n y effect  on  th e fis h ; th ere 

wou ldn ’t  be en ou gh  in  th e en viron m en t .  

 

La rry J oh n s on  a s ked  s pecifica lly a bou t  ba s em en ts  flood in g on  J ewell Street  

du r in g h ea vy ra in s .  Dr . Fla m m ia  s a id  you  wou ld  be clea n in g u p  th e wa ter  

a n ywa y beca u s e you  don ’t  wa n t  to be expos ed  to m old .  In  clea n in g you r 

ba s em en t , rem ovin g a n y pa r t icu la r  m a t ter , you  wou ld  a ls o be rem ovin g a n y 

con ta m in a n ts  th a t  you  wou ld  be expos ed  to. Bu t  a ga in , it  wou ld  be s o d ilu ted . 

Th e oth er  is s u e with  a  flood in g even t  is  th a t  n ow DEQ a n d  Arca d is  a re 

con t in u in g to look  a t , is  th ere a n y con ta m in a n t  in  th e grou n d  wa ter  th a t  m a y 

m igra te.  I don ’t  kn ow h ow a  flood in g even t  wou ld  ch a n ge th a t .  DEQ wou ld  be 

bet ter  to a n s wer  th a t .  

 

Cou n cilm a n  Dou g Ra t liff expres s ed  h is  con cern  a bou t  a n y a m ou n t  of lea d  in  

th e body wou ld  h a ve a n  effect . He a s ked  a bou t  wh a t  th e pos s ib le s olu t ion  wa s , 

m a ybe to h a ve th e d ir t  h a u led  a wa y if it  pos es  a  h ea lth  th rea t . Dr . Fla m m ia  

s a id  th a t  wou ld  redu ce it  to wh ere it  wa s  con s idered  ba ckgrou n d  en viron m en t  

a n ywa y, wh ich  is  a b ou t  15  k ilogra m  per  k ilogra m  with  d ir t . You  wou ld  on ly be 

a b le to redu ce it  s o m u ch . Righ t  n ow th e Hea lth  Depa r tm en t  a n d  CDC P s ta tes  

th ere is  n o s a fe level of lea d  in  th e body, h owever  a  h u m a n  wa lk in g a rou n d 

with  n o lea d  is  n ea r ly im pos s ib le s o th e bes t  a pproa ch  is  to redu ce it  a n d  to 

redu ce th e expos u re  a s  m u ch  a s  pos s ib le. Th ere is  n o wa y to tota lly elim in a te 

it . He s a id  you  cou ld  h a u l a wa y th a t  s oil a n d  rep la ce it  bu t  you  wou ld  expect  to 

h a ve ba ckgrou n d  lea d  in  s oil.   Ba s ed  on  th e fin d in gs  with  DEQ a n d  Arca d is  

s in ce th e firs t  t im e we m et  a  cou p le of yea rs  a go, th ey kn ew th a t  wou ld  be on e 

of ou r  recom m en da t ion s .  Th ey h a ve a lrea dy s ta r ted  s a m plin g a n d  th e s a m ple 

dep th  wa s  rea lly deep . Wh a t  h u m a n s  a re expos ed  to is  on ly goin g to be th e top  

th ree, a n d  th ey fou n d  m u ch  lower  levels  of lea d  th a t  we wou ld  be expos ed  to 

ju s t  goin g ou t  in  th e ba ckya rd .   Between  Arca d is  a n d  DEQ, th ey h a ve 

determ in ed  with  fu r th er  rem ed ia t ion  th a t  pa r t  of th a t  is  ba s ed  on  fu tu re u s e of 

th a t  la n d .  

 

Dan Manwe ile r wit h  DEQ-Abingdon  Offic e -th ere a re a dd it ion a l m ea s u res  th a t  

th e a gen cy h a s  been  work in g with  th e la n down er  on  with  rega rds  to lea d  a n d  

th e rem ova l of lea d . I believe th a t  it  is  goin g to be don e (I h a ve a  s en s e of it , th is  

is  n ot  th e p rogra m  th a t  I a m  in  ch a rge) in  ta rgeted  a rea s  a n d  I th in k  it  is  a ls o a  

recom m en da t ion  from  th e h ea lth  depa rtm en t  th a t  a gen cies  cer ta in ly en dors e 

u s  to is ola te th e p roper t ies  s o th a t  a  lot  of in gres s  a n d  egres s  in to th e a rea  of 

Tra ct  3  & 4  ca n  be elim in a ted .  

 

Cou n cil m em bers  a s ked  if th e a rea  cou ld  be reh a b ilita ted .  Th ey d idn ’t  wa n t 

th e la n d  to rem a in  u n u s a b le. Mr. Ma n weiler  rep lied : th a t  qu es t ion  s pea ks  to 

th e h ea r t  of volu n ta ry rem ed ia t ion  p rogra m  a n d  th e in ten t  is  to b r in g th e 

p roper ty ba ck  in to a  u s efu l pu rpos e. I do feel we h a ve exercised  s u cces s  in  th a t  

rega rd  th rou gh ou t  th e s ta ge.  Bu t  a t  th is  s ta ge, th e ob ject ives  a re to rea lly 

review a n d  u n ders ta n d  wh a t  th e h ea lth  d epa r tm en t  h a s  fou n d  a n d  a n s wer  

qu es t ion s  a bou t  th e p res en t  s ta te of con ta m in a n t  is  a n d  wh a t  n eed s  to be don e 

with  it .  
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Cou n cilm a n  Dou g Ra t liff com pa red  th is  s itu a t ion  to s t r ip -m in in g wh ere th e 

la n d  h a s  to be retu rn ed  to th e or igin a l s ta te. He s a id  h e felt  it  s h ou ld  be th e 

s a m e for  th e p roper ty own er  in  th is  s itu a t ion .  

 

Mr. Ma n weiler  s a id  h e th in ks  wh a t  h a s  t ra n s p ired  a t  th e p roper ty over  m a n y 

yea rs  of u s e, th ere a re s om e la ten t  con ta m in a t ion  is s u es . In  th e s ch em e of 

th in gs , we a re begin n in g to get  a  h a n d le  on  iden t ifyin g th e n a tu re of th e 

con ta m in a n t  a n d  lea d  s eem s  to be, a t  lea s t  a t  th is  s ta ge of th e p res en ta t ion , 

on e of th e key com pon en ts  in  th e h ea lth  depa r tm en t  s tu dy. Le a d  ca n  be 

m a n a ged  in  a  lot  of wa ys , if it  ca n  be delin ea ted  a n d  m a n a ged  th rou gh  

exca va t ion . I don ’t  k n ow wh a t  th e p la n s  a re r igh t  n ow for  exca va t ion  bu t  I do 

s ee s om e of th e work  th a t  is  bein g don e with  wh a t  is  bein g d is cu s s ed . I th in k  

th e idea  is  to ga th er  a  b it  m ore in form a t ion  a n d  da ta  a bou t  th e s ite a n d  th en  

ta lk  a bou t  ta rgeted  rem ova l of lea d  in  s oil in  cer ta in  a rea s . He con ferred  with  a  

s ta ff en viron m en ta l en gin eer  from  Arca d is , Mon ica  Bla ir  th a t  wa s  in  

a t ten da n ce, wh o con firm ed  th is . I wou ld  h ope th a t  wh a t  we will h a ve s oon  is  

work  p la n s  to m ove a h ea d  with  fu r th er  delin ea t ion  of th e  lea d  s u ch  th a t  we ca n  

a ddres s  you r  con cern s  with  th e lea d .  So th a t  we ca n  “get  th e lea d  ou t”.  

 

Cou n cilm a n  J oe McCra cken  s a id  th ey p refer red  th a t  it  n ot  be fen ced  off, th a t  

m a kes  th e p roper ty u n u s a b le.  

 

Cou n cilm a n  La rry J oh n s on  a s ked  wh a t  s teps  wou ld  be  com in g in  th e n ea r  

fu tu re, a fter  th e d is covery p roces s  is  over . Mr. Ma n weiler  s a id  th ey a re a  lon g 

wa y on  th e in ves t iga t ion  of th e n a tu re a n d  exten t  of th e p rob lem . Th ere will be 

s om e a dd it ion a l da ta  collected , a n d  u s u a lly a t  th a t  s ta ge, a rea s  th a t  requ ire 

a ct ive clea n u p , p la n s  a re developed  to m ove in to th a t .  So th e clea n -u p  a s pect 

com es  s h or t ly a fter  th is . Th e com pan y h a s  been , a s  fa r  a s  volu n ta ry 

rem ed ia t ion  p rogra m , m ovin g a h ea d  in  a  t im ely fa s h ion  with  th es e p rojects .  

Ult im a tely, it  is  th eir  la n d  a n d  wh a t  th ey ch oos e to do with  it  is ,  I ca n ’t  s pea k  to 

th a t .  At  th is  s ta ge, th e bes t  th in g to do is  to go a h ea d  a n d  clea n  it  u p  to levels  

th a t  th e DEQ a n d  th e Hea lth  Dep t . feel a re s a t is fa ctory a n d  th en  if th e 

com pa n y ca n  be a pproa ch ed  a bou t  wh a t  th ey wis h  to do with  th e la n d , you  

cou ld  p roba b ly fin d  ou t  m ore th en .  

 

An  a u d ien ce m em ber  a s ked  if lea d  wa s  th e on ly con cern . Mr. Ma n weiler  s a id  

th ey m a y cover  m ore of th a t  in  th is  s tu d y.  He deferred  to Aya t  Abdelba k i, wh o 

con t in u ed  with  th e p res en ta t ion  from  th e VDH. Sh e s a id  oth er  ch em ica ls  were 

eva lu a ted  bu t  it  was  determ in ed  th a t  th os e  ch em ica ls  do n ot  pos e a  h u m an  

h ea lth  con cern , s o we ju s t  focu s ed  on  lea d  a s  th e on ly con ta m in a n t  of con cern .  

 

Mr . Ma n weiler  s ta ted  th a t  th e a gen cy h a s  worked  on  vola t ile orga n ic 

com pou n ds  th a t  a re ou t  th ere bu t  we looked  towa rds  lin ka ges  for  th os e 

ch em ica ls ’ expos u res , ju s t  a s  th e h ea lth  dep t . does , a n d  th os e expos u re rou tes  

a re n ot  com plete. With  rega rds  to lea d , th ey a ppea r  to be in  cer ta in  a rea s .   

 

Mich a el Mu s ick  from  th e a u d ien ce h a d  a  qu es t ion  con cern in g flood in g in  th a t  

a rea  a n d  if th a t  wou ld  th rea ten  th e s a fety of wells  in  th e a rea  a n d  h ow fa r  th e 

lea d  cou ld  t ra vel th rou gh  th e bedrock  to rea ch  wells . Mr. Ma n weiler  s a id  lea d  

does  h a ve on e qu a lity wh ich  is  th a t  is  rela t ively s ta b le a n d  n ot  very m obile in  

wh ere it  is  depos ited . Exca va t ion  is  u s u a lly a  good  wa y to rem ove it . Th e wa y 

we u n ders ta n d  it , th ere a re n o res iden t ia l wells  bein g u s ed  an d  pu b lic wa ter  is  

la rgely in  p la y.  If you  kn ow of a rea s  or  a re con ce rn ed  a bou t  wells  in  th e 

vicin ity, th en  cer ta in ly th e DEQ wou ld  wa n t  to kn ow wh ere th os e a re.  We t ry 

to m a p  a ll of th a t  ou t  bu t  ou r  p res en t  m odel is  th a t  it  wou ldn ’t  be th e likelih ood 

of a  well in  th a t  a rea .   

 

Chad Que s e nbe rry  from  DEQ a ddres s ed  th is  is s u e a s  well. He s a id  typ ica lly it  

is  n ot  a  la rge con cern  of lea d  get t in g in to grou n d  wa ter  beca u s e it  a dh eres  to 

th e s oil qu ite well. Arca d is  or  Sim m on s -Ra n d  a re exten d in g th e m on itor in g 

n etwork .  On e of th e th in gs  with  th e VRT progra m  th a t  DEQ h a s  requ ired  is  to 



6   

 

ch eck  a dd it ion a l wells  a lon g J ewell Street  to s ee wh a t  is  rea lly th ere a s  oppos ed  

to p roject in g wh a t  is  th ere.  

 

Monic a Blair,  wit h  Arc adis  s poke to th e bedrock  is s u e, s a id  th ey h a d  a  few 

bedrock  wells  a s  well. Mr . Mu s ick  s a id  h is  con cern  ca m e from  h is  exper ien ce 

work in g in  th e well in du s try, you  ca n  k ick  a  well 6 ,000  to 7 ,000  feet  down  over 

a  h ill a n d  h is  con cern  wa s  it  get t in g in  th e wa ter  wh ile it ’s  bein g exca va ted  ou t 

a n d  con ta m in a t in g oth er  wells  beca u s e h e does  cu rren t ly u s e a  well. He wa n ts  

to keep  h is  well h ea lth y. His  fea r  is  th a t  on ce th is  is  m oved  a rou n d , th a t  it  

wou ld  in ter fere with  h is  well.  Mr . Ma n weiler  s a id  th a t  m ore in form a t ion  on  h is  

well wou ld  be h elp fu l to DEQ. Mr. Mu s ick  s a id  h e wou ld  p rovide th a t  

in form a t ion .  

 

Cou n cilm a n  J oe McCra cken  s a id  th e con cern  m a y be wh en  th ere a re flood  

wa ters  over  in  th a t  a rea , th e wa ters  do ba ck  u p  from  th e r iver  a n d  ba ck  on to 

res iden ts ’ p roper ty a n d  in  th eir  ba s em en ts . Wh en  th e wa ter  recedes , it  goes  

ba ck  to th e r iver , s o th erefore th e con ta m in a t ion  (pos s ib ly) cou ld  be in  th e 

r iver . I do u n ders ta n d  th a t  th e volu m e of wa ter  vs . th e volu m e of lea d  wou ld  be 

d im in is h ed  du e to s o m u ch  wa ter .  

 

Dr . Abdelba k i con t in u ed  with  th e p res en ta t ion .   

 

Soil con ta m in a n ts  iden t ified  on  Tra cts  1  & 2  a re n ot  expected  to res u lt  in  

h u m a n  h ea lth  h a za rds . Grou n d  wa ter  con ta m in a n ts  a re n ot  expected  to h a rm  

h ea lth . Th e in ciden ta l in ges t ion  a n d  derm a l con ta ct  to s oil on  Tra cts  3  & 4  does  

res u lt  in  a  h u m a n  h ea lth  h a za rd . Soil s a m plin g of 0 -12  in ch es  do n ot 

ch a ra cter ize pu b lic’s  expos u re to s oil.  

 

Som e of th e recom m en da t ion s  from  VDH: 

1 -Res iden ts  with  ba ckya rds  a d ja cen t  to Sim m on s -Ra n d  s h ou ld  refra in  from  

goin g on  Tra cts  3  & 4 .  

2 -VDH recom m en ds  th a t  lea d  con ta m in a ted  s oil be  fu r th er  ch a ra cter ized  a n d  

rem ed ia ted . 

3 -VDH in it ia lly recom m en ded  th a t  a dd it ion a l s oil s a m plin g from  0 -3  in ch es  be 

don e.  Th is  h a s  been  don e by Arca d is .  

4 -VDH recom m en ds  a dd it ion a l grou n d  wa ter  m on itor in g wells  be pu t  on  Tra cts  

3  & 4  to determ in e if th ere is  a n y vola t ile com pou n ds  in  grou n d  wa ter  ru n n in g 

towa rds  h om es  on  J ewell Street .  

 

Sh e refer red  to th e h a n dou ts  a va ila b le to th e a u d ien ce an d  a s ked  for  a n y 

fu r th er  qu es t ion s . 

 

Da n  Ma n weiler  s a id  th a t  h e h a d  b r iefly looked  a t  th e Hea lth  Depa r tm en t’s  work  

a n d  fou n d  th a t  th ey d id  pu t  a  grea t  dea l of en ergy in  th e s tu d y, n ot  on ly on  th e 

grou n d  a s k in g folks  a bou t  s pecific h ea lth  is s u es  a n d  th eir  fa m ilies  a n d  th eir  

op in ion s  on  th e p roject  bu t  th ey d id  a  lot  work  ba ck  in  th e office to a s s es s  th e 

logica l effects  of ea ch  a n d  every com pou n d  th a t  wa s  p res en t . It  wa s  an  

exten s ive s tu dy. 

 

Cou n cil th a n ked  th e VDH a n d  DEQ an d  Arca d is  for  com in g to th e m eet in g 

ton igh t .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff a s ked  wh en  th e cou n cil can  expect  a n oth er  u pda te. Dr . Fla m m ia  

s a id  th a t  DEQ a n d  Arca d is  a re a s s es s in g th e s ite; VDH h a s  a lrea dy pu t  in  th eir  

recom m en da t ion s . Th ey a re d is cu s s in g p reviou s  fin d in gs  a n d  will con t in u e to 

s h a re.  If th ere a re a n y ch a n ges , th ey cou ld  let  you  kn ow.  We cou ld  follow u p 

in  s evera l m on th s  wh en  th ey h a ve a d d it ion a l da ta  a n d  let  you  kn ow, eith er  

s en d  s om eth in g in  writ in g or  com e ba ck .  Cou n cil a greed  th ey wou ld  like th em  

to com e ba ck . Da n  Ma n weiler  s a id  h e wou ld  follow u p  with  Tim  Ta ylor  

per iod ica lly keep in g h im  in form ed . Mr. Ta ylor  a s ked  if th e Power  Poin t  cou ld  be 

p rovided  in  d igita l form a t , requ es t in g th a t  it  be em a iled .  VDH a greed  to do 

th a t . Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  for  a n y fu r th er  com m en t s . Th ere were n on e.  
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Corbin  St one -Robins on , Farm e r, Cox As s oc iat e s -His  firm  does  th e Au d it  for  

th e Town  Ha ll a n d  h a s  for  th e pa s t  few yea rs . Referred  to th e repor t  given  to 

Cou n cil. Pla n n ed  to go over  th a t  a n d  a t  th e en d  a n s wer  a n y qu es t ion s .  

1 -Th e Au d it  wen t  extrem ely well. Sta ff is  very con s cien t iou s  a bou t  th eir  work  

a n d  get t in g th eir  work  don e. I told  Su e th a t  we a u d it  p la ces  th a t  h a ve tea m s  of 

CPAs  a n d  you r  s ta ff is  ju s t  a s  good  if n ot  bet ter . Th ey rea lly do a  grea t  job .  

2 -Pa ge 1 , look  a t  th e Gen era l Fu n d  Ba la n ce.  We h a ve s om e t ren d  in form a t ion  

in  th e h a n dou t  to s h ow you  wh ere you  h a ve been  a n d  to s h ow you  wh ere you  

a re h ea d in g. Th e Gen era l Fu n d  ba la n ce for  2013  a t  th e en d  of th e yea r  

$860 ,000 .00  down  a bou t  $3 ,000 .00  from  la s t  yea r , bu t  down  qu ite a  b it  from  

2010 .  We a lwa ys  s a y th a t  th e m in im u m  gen era l fu n d  ba la n ce you  s h ou ld  h a ve 

is  a bou t  10% of you r  bu dget , bu t  th e s m a ller  you  a re, th e m ore we wa n t  to s ee .  

So th a t  th res h old  of 10% of you r  bu dget  wou ld  be a bou t  $5 50 ,000 .00 . Bu t  we 

wou ld  like to s ee a  town  th is  s ize clos er  to 25% of you r  bu dget .  It  gives  you  a  

n ice res erve if you  h a ve s om eth in g go wron g, a n d  th en  you  h a ve m on ey th ere to 

rep la ce it . Th e Fu n d  Ba la n ce for  th e Gen era l Fu n d  is  a  lit t le lower  th a n  we 

wou ld  like to s ee bu t  wh en  we ta lk  a  lit t le la ter  on , you  will s ee th a t  you r  ca s h  

ba la n ces  if you  look  a t  th e electr ic fu n d  a n d  wa ter , a re p ret ty s t ron g.  

3 -Secon d  lin e down , s h ows  you r  wa ter  an d  s ewer  fu n d  n et  a s s ets , a n d  a s  you  

ca n  s ee from  2010  to 20 13  th a t  h a s  grown  from  10 .7  m illion  to 12 .3  m illion .  

Wh en  we look  a t  th is , we a re look in g a t  th e en t ire s ys tem . Th e or igin a l cos t  of 

pu t t in g th e s ys tem  in , th is  is  th e deprecia ted  va lu e of th os e a s s ets . All of you r 

a s s ets  m in u s  a ll of you r  lia b ilit ies . In  th eory, we s a y th is  is  wh a t  th e s ys tem  is  

wor th . If you  go ou t  a n d  s ell it  toda y, th en  th is  m igh t  be clos e to wh a t  it  wou ld  

be wor th .  

4 -Th e electr ic fu n d  you  ca n  s ee in  201 0  h a s  n et  a s s ets  of 1 .1  m ill ion  dolla rs , 

a n d  th en  en ded  2013  with  3 .9  m illion  dolla rs . Th a t  h a s  been  th e d r ivin g force 

for  th e town .  Th a t  is  wh ere we h a ve s een  th e growth  in  ca s h  va lu e ba la n ces  

over  th e pa s t  cou p le of yea rs . Th e n ext  lin e down  we h a ve ca s h  ba la n ces  wh ich  

en ded  2013  with  5 .6  m illion  dolla rs  a s  com pa red  to 4 .3  m illion  in  2010 .  I ca n  

tell you  th a t  2012  a n d  2013  h a d  h igh er  cos ts , a bou t  4 .2  to 4 .3  m illion  dolla rs . 

Ba ck  in  2 011 , it  wa s  4 .9  m illion  dolla rs , is  wh a t  you  s pen t  to pu rch a s e power , 

s o you  h a ve been  in  a  lu ll h ere with  th e cos t  of power .  Th a t  is  vola t ile, th a t  

ch a n ges  s o we ca n ’t  cou n t  on  th a t  lon g term . Bu t  du r in g th a t  per iod , I a m  gla d  

to s ee th a t  ca s h  ba la n ces  (you r  res erve) wen t  u p ; th a t  is  a  good  th in g. Beca u s e 

wh en  power  cos ts  go u p , you  h a ve th e res erves  th ere a n d  you  don ’t  h a ve to 

h a ve th e im m edia te im pa ct  for  you r  cit izen s  in  term s  of a  ra te in crea s e.  

5 -Tota l ou ts ta n d in g deb t  for  th e Town  s tood  a t  $4 .2  m illion , th a t  is  for  a ll 

fu n ds  in  2013 , th a t  in clu des  a ll s or ts  of deb t , in clu d in g a ccru ed  lea ve, va ca t ion  

t im e-we ca lcu la te h ow m u ch  th e em ployees  h a ve ea rn ed  in  term s  of dolla rs  a n d  

we in clu de th a t . As  fa r  a s  s ta te a vera ges , you r  deb t -p er -ca p ita  is  a bou t  

$722 .00 . Th e la s t  t im e we got  a  deb t  a vera ge for  town s , it  wa s  a bou t  $2 ,000 .00  

a cros s  th e s ta te.  So $722 .00  is  well b elow th a t  s ta te a vera ge for  deb t -per -

ca p ita .  So overa ll, you  get  a  p ret ty s t ron g gra de on  fin a n ces . We wou ld  like to 

s ee th e Gen era l Fu n d  a  lit t le h igh er , bu t  we a re very p lea s ed  with  th e wa ter  a n d  

s ewer  fu n d  a n d  th e electr ica l fu n d . Ca s h  res erves  a re in  good  s h a pe.  

6 -He refer red  to a  gra ph  in  th e h a n dou t . On ce we h a ve 10 -12  yea rs , th en  you  

will be a b le to s ee lon g term  tren ds . We will a ls o b rea k  down  a n d  s h ow you  th e 

t ren ds  of s ta te fu n d in g a s  well a s  loca l fu n d in g for  you r  p rogra m .  

7 -On  pa ge 2  of th e repor t , you  ca n  m ea s u re th e h ea lth  of th e com m u n ity, 

pa r t icu la r ly in  th e p a s t  five or  s ix yea rs  by look in g a t  th e a s s es s m en t . You  h a ve 

rea l es ta te a n d  th e PSC (pu b lic s ervice corpora t ion ) ta x.  Wh a t  we h a ve h a d  is  

a n  a n n u a lized  growth  ra te of 2% a n d  rea lly overa ll, th es e a s s es s m en ts  a re 

growin g a bou t  2% on  a n  a n n u a lized  ba s is , s o th a t  m ea n s  we h a ve th e 

rea s s es s m en t  every 6  yea rs . We a re get t in g a  lit t le growth  in  between  a n d  th en  

we get  a  lit t le bu m p a t  th e rea s s es s m en t .  I ca n  tell you  th a t  a  lot  of p la ces  th a t  

we a u d it  h a ven ’t  s een  growth  in  th e pa s t  few yea rs .  You r  overa ll a s s es s m en t  

wen t  u p  a bou t  7%. A lot  of p la ces  th a t  we a u d it , th eir  rea l es ta te va lu es  

in crea s ed  in  2005  a n d  2006  a n d  th en  th ey wen t  down  in  201 1 , 2012  a n d  2013 . 

So th e fa ct  th a t  we a re pos it ive in  th e rea s s es s m en t  is  good  for  th e Town .  



8   

 

8 -Th e n ext  two pa ges  a re a u d it  recom m en da t ion s .  Mos t  of th em  a re very 

m in or .  Wh en  we h a ve a  s er iou s  is s u e, you  will s ee it  in  th e Au d it  Repor t , it  will 

be b roa dca s t .  Wh en  you  h a ve m in or  recom m en da t ion s , you  will ju s t  s ee th is  

let ter . Th e on ly th in g th a t  we a s  a u d itors  wou ld  like to s ee is  s om e s epa ra t ion  

of du t ies  in  th e EMS b illin g.  Righ t  n ow you  h a ve a  com pa n y th a t  h a n d les  

th os e b illin gs  a n d  th ey collect  th e m on ey a n d  s en d  it  to you . We wou ld  like to, 

if pos s ib le, work  with  th em  a n d  get  th os e collect ion s  s epa ra ted  s o th a t  th ey 

s en d  ou t  th e b ills  a n d  th e collect ion s  com e to th e Town . It  m a y be th a t  you  

ca n ’t  do th a t . Idea lly, you  don ’t  wa n t  to h a ve th e s a m e pers on  doin g th e b illin g 

a n d  collect ion s . We wou ld  like for  th e Town  to s ee th a t  ca s h  com in g in , ju s t  to 

p rotect  you rs elves .  

9 -Th e la s t  two pa ges  (5  & 6 ).  Th is  is  wh ere we wou ld  repor t  a n y p rob lem s  with  

th e s ta ff du r in g th e a u d it .  We s t ill h a ve to do th e let ter  wh eth er  or  n ot  we h a ve 

a n y p rob lem s .  I can  tell you , we d id  n ot  h a ve a n y p rob lem s . Th ey were very 

coopera t ive, if we a s ked  for  s om eth in g, th ey got  it  im m edia tely.   

10 -Overa ll, th e a u d it  wen t  rea lly well. We a re p lea s ed  with  h ow th e Town  is  

keep in g th eir  records . As  a n  a u d itor , I don ’t  give ou t  p ra is e very often .  

11 -He a s ked  if th ere were a n y qu es t ion s  a bou t  th e a u d it  repor t . Th ere were 

n on e.  He s a id  th a t  cou n cil cou ld  con ta ct  h im  if th ey h a d  a n y qu es t ion s  la ter .  

 

La rry Worrell a s ked  for  a  copy of th e Au d it  Repor t . It  will be em a iled  to h im .  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  h e h oped  to h a ve th e repor t  on  th e webs ite s oon .  

 

Randy  Yos t -Owne r o f Randy’s  Gat e way  Drug - He s a id  th a t  h e wa s  n ot  h ere 

ton igh t  to com pla in , h e is  b les s ed  a s  a  bu s in es s  m a n .  He ju s t  h a d  a  few 

com m en ts  to m a ke.  

He got  on  th e teleph on e a n d  ca lled  a lm os t  every town  from  Roa n oke a n d  s ou th  

wes t  a bou t  th eir  bu s in es s  licen s e ra te of loca l town s .  Th e h a n dou t  I ga ve you  

on ly h a s  th e town s  th a t  a re in  a n  h ou r’s  d r ive from  h ere. Ba s ica lly, th ere is  n ot  

a  s in gle town  in  s ou th wes t  Virgin ia  th a t  h a s  a  h igh er  ta x ra te th a n  Rich la n ds .  

We a re t ied  with  Ab in gdon , Br is tol, Roa n oke, Sa lem  a n d  Bla cks bu rg. Th os e a re 

th e on ly town s  th a t  I cou ld  s ee th a t  I ca lled  th a t  h a ve th e s am e ta x ra te th a t  we 

h a ve. I pu t  down  a  few town s  th a t  I felt  like were s im ila r  to u s , for  exa m ple: 

Ta zewell, Leba n on , Hon a ker  is  k in d  of s m a ll, a n d  Gru n dy.  

1 -He s a id  h e h a s  h a d  a  grea t  bu s in es s  over  th e yea rs . He s a id  h e wa s n ’t  s a yin g 

th a t  h e wou ld  h a ve to clos e h is  doors . He s a id  h e does  feel like th a t  th is  

pa r t icu la r  ta x is  s om eth in g h e wa n ts  to a ddres s . He ta lked  with  Ed  Pru et t  a t  

Rich la n ds  Ph a rm a cy a n d  Ra lph  Da les  a t  Scot t ie Ph a rm a cy. He t r ied  to 

a pproa ch  CVS a n d  h a d  n o s u cces s .  

2 -On e of th e p rob lem s  with  ba s in g th is  on  a  d ru g s tore’s  tota l gros s  s a les  is  

th a t  on ly 13% of m y s a les  is  from  ca s h  pa yin g cu s tom ers . 87% com es  from  

pres cr ip t ion  ca rds , Med ica id  a n d  th a t  is  fin e bu t  th ere is  a  s et  ra te on  th a t .  I 

h a ve n o s a y-s o in  h ow m u ch  I ca n  ra is e m y p r ices . Th e reim bu rs em en t  ra tes  

keep  goin g lower  a n d  lower . I h a ve n o con trol wh a t  I get  pa id  on  87% of m y 

bu s in es s . I a m  n ot  free to ra is e m y p r ices  if I cou ld . Net  p rofit  in  2006  of 22 .8% 

is  n ow 15 .3%, h a d  a  7% drop . Bu t a s  you  ca n  s ee in  th e h a n dou t , m y tota l 

s a les  a re good . I wen t  a h ea d  a n d  figu red  it  u p  s o you  ca n  s ee wh a t  m y ta x ra te 

is  goin g to be th is  m on th . I th in k  th a t  it  is  h igh . I feel like th a t  over  th e pa s t  few 

yea rs  th a t  th e Town  licen s e ta x h a s  becom e a  b igger  pa r t  of m y expen s e a n d  a  

b igger  pa r t  of a n y oth er  d ru g s tore in  th e Town . Pr ices  of s om e of th e m ed icin es  

h a ve r is en  a n d  a s  res u lt  of th a t , a n d  in ven tory h a s  r is en  a n d  beca u s e you  h a ve 

87% of you r  m on ey th a t  you  a re receivin g from  pres cr ip t ion  ca rds , you  h a ve to 

wa it  on  th a t  m on ey. So with  a ll th a t  s a id , I ju s t  h a ve th ree s u gges t ion s :  

A) Lower  th e ta x ra te. I do rea lize th a t  you  h a ve a  bu dget  a n d  th a t  m a y 

n ot  be pos s ib le r igh t n ow. To m a ke it  m ore com pet it ive with  th e town s  

in  th e im m edia te a rea , be it  Ta zewell, Blu efield , Leba n on  or  Gru n dy. 

Th a t  wou ld  h elp  m e. It  wou ld  m a ke m e m ore com pet it ive.  Le t ’s  fa ce 

it , I look  a t  K-m a r t  a n d  Wa l-Ma rt , th ey pa y zero. Cou n ty does  n ot 

h a ve a  ta x. On ly lower  it  for  d ru gs tores . We n eed  a  b rea k .  

B)  Ma ke it  a  va r ia b le ta x ra te. Look  a t  th e h a n dou t  a t  Big Ston e Ga p , for  

exa m ple: th ey do a  va r ia b le ra te in  th eir  town . I a ls o pu t  Blu efield , WV 



9   

 

on  th ere.  I th in k  th a t  is  a  bu s in es s  fr ien d ly m ove. Th ere is  n o ta x th e 

firs t  yea r  a n d  th en  it  p rogres s ively goes  u p . Bu t  it  is  s t ill .1 % a fter  4  

yea rs .  

C) An oth er  s olu t ion  m a y be to pu t  a  ca p  on  th is  for  u s . So it  wou ldn ’t  be 

s o con s tra in in g for  th e d ru gs tore bu s in es s .  

Th a n ked  Cou n cil for  let t in g h im  s pea k  a n d  a s ked  th em  to con s ider  h is  

s u gges t ion s . 

 

Marc ie  Es t e p-Exe c ut ive  Dire c t or-Te e n  Ce nt e r Updat e -Sh e wa s  n ot  

a b le to s h ow th e p res en ta t ion  a s  s h e h a d  p la n n ed , h owever  th e video will be on  

th e Teen  Cen ter  webs ite.  Sh e ga ve a  h a n dou t  to th e Cou n cil m em bers  a n d  h a d  

a  s lide s h ow on  h er  com pu ter  a s  s h e ga ve h er  u pda te on  th e Teen  Cen ter .  

Sh e th a n ked  Cou n cil for  a llowin g h er  to s pea k  ton igh t . Sh e ca m e a  few 

m on th s  a go a s k in g to borrow th e s ta ge for  th e Ba t t le of th e Ba n ds .  Sh e 

a pprecia ted  th a t . Has  been  in  th is  pos it ion  for  a bou t  15  m on th s  n ow. Alth ou gh  

s h e is  n ot  a  Rich la n ds  n a t ive, s h e loves  it  a n d  loves  th e k ids . Sh e kn ows  th a t  

th e Town  h a s  s u ppor ted  Teen  Ven tu re with  th eir  effor ts  a n d  s h e wa n ted  to 

th a n k  th em  for  wh a t  th ey h a ve don e a n d  to give a n  u pda te.  

 

Sh e refer red  to th e ca rd  th a t  wa s  in clu ded  in  th e h a n dou t  s h e ga ve to 

Cou n cil th a t  s h ows  s ta t is t ics  s h owin g th a t  a  percen ta ge of teen s  a re expos ed  to 

d ru g/ a lcoh ol u s e a n d  ph ys ica l a bu s e a n d  h ow th e teen  cen ter  rea ch es  ou t  to 

th em  th rou gh  a  th ree p ron ged  a pproa ch .  1 -Com m u n ity 2 -Men tors h ip  3 -

Cu ltu ra l, Socia l a n d  Aca dem ic Progra m s . Th ey a ls o t ry to rea ch  ou t  to th e 

com m u n ity. Rou gh ly 25% of ou r  h igh  s ch ool s tu den ts  h a ve h a d  s om eon e offer , 

s ell or  give th em  illega l d ru gs  in  th eir  s ch ool or  com m u n ity.  Wh a t  we a re t ryin g 

to do a t  Teen  Ven tu re is  give th em  a  p la ce wh ere it  is  s a fe a n d   th ey a re n ot  

bein g offered  th os e th in gs  a n d  th ey can  com e  a n d  s pen d  t im e with  u s  a n d  

kn ow th a t  th ey a r e in  a  pos it ive en viron m en t . Th e da ta  from  th is  s u rvey is  

Pr ide Su rvey 2012  cou r tes y of SATIRA.  

 

High ligh ts  from  2013  

Com m u n ity 

-Crea ted  pa r tn ers h ip  with  s evera l orga n iza t ion s  to a llow free field  t r ip s  to 

th e cen ter . Mou n ta in  Mis s ion  Sch ool, very pos it ive  role m odel, very well 

m a n n ered  k ids .  

-Held  n u m erou s  com m u n ity even ts  to ra is e m on ey for  ch a r ita b le ca u s es .  

Ba t t le of th e Ba n ds , la rge com m u n ity even t , it  wa s  fre e; we h a d  fu n dra is ers  

a n d  s om e s pon s ors . We a s ked  peop le to don a te ca n n ed  food  a n d  we don a ted  

th os e to food  pa n tr ies . We a re t ryin g to in s t ill th is  s en s e of com m u n ity a n d  

givin g ba ck .  

 

Men tors h ip  

Men tors h ip  is  a  b ig pa r t  of ou r  p rogra m . We h a ve teen s  th a t  com e in  

everyda y th a t  ju s t  d on ’t  wa n t  to be h om e. Th ey a re in  a  b a d  h om e s itu a t ion  

a n d  we a re a  s a fe h a ven  for  th em . We h a ve a  lot  of com m u n ity s u ppor t . Th ere 

h a ve been  ch u rch es  in  th e a rea  th a t  com e in  a n d  feed  th e k ids  d in n er  for  free. 

Som e of ou r  teen s , lu n ch  a t  s ch ool is  th eir  la s t  m ea l of th e da y. We h a ve a  

SATIRA volu n teer  th ere on ce a  week .  Sh e is  ded ica ted  a n d  com es  down  on ce a  

week  a n d  m eets  with  th em  a n d  ta lks  to th em  a bou t  d ru g/ a lcoh ol p reven t ion . 

We h a ve a  lot  of m en tors h ip  a t  th e Teen  Cen te r .   

 

 

 

 

 

Cu ltu ra l, Socia l a n d  Aca dem ic Progra m s  

In  order  to rea ch  a n d  en ga ge ou r  teen s  in  th e cen ter , we rea lized  we h ad  

to rea ch  ou t  in to th e com m u n ity ou ts ide of th e town . We wrote a  cou p le of 

gra n ts  a n d  we were very for tu n a te to receive th os e from  En terp r is e Ren t -a -Ca r 

a n d  on e from  th e Com m u n ity Fou n da t ion  of th e Virgin ia s , both  of th os e a re 

t ra vel gra n ts  wh ich  a llow u s  to ta ke ou r teen s  on  t r ip s . Tr ips  a re ba s ed  on  a  
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rewa rd  s ys tem  for  good  beh a vior , s ervice, a n d  th in gs  like th a t . We ju s t  wen t  to 

a  s ka te pa rk  in  Green ville, SC a n d  th ey com peted  in  a  s ka te com pet it ion  a n d  

th ree of ou r  s tu den ts  p la ced  a n d  th ey received  t roph ies . It  wa s  a n  h on or  for  u s  

to go.  

-In crea s ed  en rollm en t  a n d  u s a ge of cen ter . We were a b le to lower  ou r  a ge 

to m idd le s ch ool s tu den ts  s o n ow we a re h a vin g m idd le s ch ool a ll th e wa y 

th rou gh  h igh  s ch ool. We a re expa n d in g; we a re p u t t in g a  s m a ll gym  in s ide th e 

teen  cen ter  s o th ey ca n  h a ve weigh t  lift in g a n d  t rea dm ills . We a re con s ta n t ly 

look in g for  wa ys  to en ga ge teen s . We wan ted  to let  you  kn ow th e th in gs  we a re 

doin g a t  th e teen  cen ter  a n d  to s ee if you  h a ve a n y s u gges t ion s  a bou t  wh a t  we 

a re doin g. If th ere is  a n yth in g th a t  we ca n  do to h elp  ou r  com m u n ity or  

a n yth in g th a t  you  ca n  do to h elp  u s .  

 

Cou n cilwom a n  Stron g th a n ked  Ma rcie Es tep  a n d  s a id  th a t  s h e h a s  a  

pa s s ion  a n d  rea lly loves  th e ch ild ren . S h e com plim en ted  th e job  s h e is  d oin g 

a n d  es pecia lly th e t r a vel p rogra m . It  is  a  grea t  oppor tu n ity for  th e k ids  a n d  Ms . 

Es tep  s a id  th e k ids  don ’t  h a ve to pa y a n yth in g, it  is  fu lly fu n ded . 

Cou n cilwom a n  Stron g a ls o com plim en ted  th e com m u n ity p rogra m , tea ch in g 

th e s tu den ts  to “give ba ck”. Sh e s a id  th e Kiwa n is  Clu b  a ls o works  clos ely with  

th em  a n d  a t  Ch r is tm a s  t im e, th e Kiwa n is  Clu b  got  a  text  m es s a ge th a t  s h e 

(Ma rcie) h a d  extra  m on ey/ gifts  a n d  a s k in g if a n yon e k n ows  s om e n eedy 

fa m ilies . Ms . Es tep  s a id  th ey h a d  a  con cer t  a n d  ra is ed  over  $400  a n d  ga ve it  

s t ra igh t  ba ck  to th e com m u n ity. We bou gh t  toys , gifts  a n d  d ia pers  for  th os e 

fa m ilies  in  n eed .  Th e teen s  got  to do th e s h opp in g s o th ey got  th a t  s en s e of 

givin g ba ck .  

 

Cou n cilm a n  Rod  Cu ry a dded  h is  th a n ks  a n d  s a id  th a t  h e h ea rs  pos it ive 

com m en ts  from  th e s tu den ts  a t  th e h igh  s ch ool.  

 

Ms . Es tep  in vited  everyon e to com e down  a n d  s pen d  on e even in g with  

th es e teen s  a n d  it  will ju s t  tu g a t  you r  h ea r t .  

 

Cou n cilwom a n  Fra n ces  Mea dows  s a id  sh e wa s  gla d  th ey lowered  th e a ge 

lim it  to a llow m idd le s ch ool s tu den ts . Ms . Es tep  s a id  it  wa s  a n  is s u e between  

th em  a n d  Boy Scou ts  of Am erica . We a re very for tu n a te to h a ve th a t  

pa r tn ers h ip ; th ey provide th e lia b ility in s u ra n ce for  u s  a t  th e cen ter  for  a n  

extrem ely low cos t  a n d  if we d idn ’t  h a ve th a t  we wou ld  n ot  be in  opera t ion . 

Th os e m idd le s ch ool s tu den ts  a re s o excited  a n d  it  is  a dora b le to s ee th e older  

on es  m en tor in g th e you n ger  on es , tea ch in g th em  s ka te t r icks  a n d  d ru m s , etc.  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  h ow m a n y s tu den ts  th ey n ow h a ve. Ms . Es tep  s a id  

th e tota l en rolled  in  th e cen ter  r igh t  n ow is  a rou n d  130 / 1 40 . On  a n y given  

n igh t , depen d in g on  wh a t  is  goin g on , we h a ve between  25  a n d  45  k ids . 

Uns c he dule d Public  Com m e nt s : 

Mic hae l Mus ic k, 2 3 8  Vic ke y  Drive - 

1 -wa n ted  to a ddres s  th e s n ow rem ova l. Feels  like th is  yea r  it  h a s  s la cked  

off a  lot . He s u gges ted  it  be looked  in to to s ee wh a t  th e p rob lem  is .  

2 -Prob lem s  on  Vickey Drive-th ey h a ve been  a ddres s ed  before, th e 

a ba n don ed  p roper t ies . He s a ys  th e a ban don ed  h ou s es  n eed  to be clea n ed  u p . 

Th ere a re s evera l. He s a id  th e town  n eeds  to ta ke con trol of a ll of th e 

a ba n don ed  h ou s es .  

3 -Prob lem s  with  veh icles  pa rk in g in  th e s t reet  on  Hen ders on  Street . You  

h a ve to s top  if a n oth er  ca r  is  com in g beca u s e th ere is  n ot en ou gh  room  to pa s s . 

It  is  s u ppos ed  to be two-la n e t ra ffic. It  is  a ls o a  p rob lem  on  Vickey Drive. It  

m a kes  it  d ifficu lt  for  th e s n owplow to get  a rou n d  th em .  

 

J oe McCra cken  s a id  h e h a d  b rou gh t  u p  th e a ba n don ed  h ou s es  on  Vickey 

Drive a s  well a n d  res ea rch  wa s  bein g don e to s ee wh a t  cou ld  be don e lega lly. 

Bra d  Ra t liff a s ked  for  th e iden t it ies  of th e h ou s es . He s a id  h e kn ew th e on e 

below Mr. Mu s ick  b u t  n eeds  th e oth er  two. Mr. Mu s ick  s a id  on e wa s  on  Dot 

Street  a n d  s om eon e told  h im  th a t  it  h a s  a  s ep t ic with  n o cover  on  it .  He a ls o 
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s a id  th a t  th e h ou s e is  very u n s ta b le.  He s a id  th ere wa s  a n oth er  a ba n don ed 

h ou s e ou t  on  Dot  Street  n ext  to th e en d .  

 

Tim  Ta ylor  s a id  th ey ca n  h a ve th e Police Depa r tm en t  iden t ify th e 

a ba n don  s t ru ctu res . Ch ief Dor ton  s a id  th e on e a t  th e top  on  Dot  Street  h a s  

been  s old  a n d  h a s  been  clea n ed  u p . Th ey a re work in g on  it  n ow, rem odelin g 

th e h ou s e in s ide. Ch ief Dor ton  s a id  a s  to th e h ou s e on  Vickey Drive, th ey h a d  

t ra cked  th e own er  to Ru s s ell Cou n ty a n d  were a b le th is  week  to h a n d  del iver  

n ot ice to th e own er . Th e Ba ll p roper ty is  in  th e p roces s . Th ey fu r th er  d is cu s s ed  

th e h ou s e with  th e open  s ep t ic; it  is  a b ove h im  on  Dot  Street , s its  down  over  

th e h ill.  Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  th e town  will ch eck  on  th a t , it  cou ld  be a  pu b lic s a fety 

h a za rd .  

 

Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  on  th e is s u es  with  th e s n ow rem ova l, it  h a s  been  a n  extrem ely 

h a rs h  win ter , on e of th e h a rs h es t  we h a ve h a d  in  over  a  deca de. Th e a m ou n t  of 

s a lt  we h a ve pu t  down  th is  yea r  h a s  been  a  record  a m ou n t , th e a m ou n t  of 

h ou rs  we h a ve devoted  to k eep in g th es e s t reets  clea r  is  a n  a s t ron om ica l 

a m ou n t . He s a id  Mr. Mu s ick  is  on e of on ly a  few to com pla in . If th e s n o w 

com es  th a t  fa s t , th a t  h a rs h  a n d  th a t  cold , th e s a lt  does n ’t  work .  Res ou rces  a re 

m a xed  ou t .  We on ly h a ve a  lim ited  a m ou n t  of res ou rces  for  th e la n e-m iles  th a t  

we h a ve. Peop le n eed  to be a  lit t le tolera n t , es pecia lly s in ce we a re a lwa ys  

ta lk in g a bou t  n ot  ra is in g ta xes , etc.  Ob viou s ly if we h a d  a  lot  of m on ey to do 

th a t , we cou ld  p roba b ly do a  bet ter  job . We will ch eck  on  th e veh icles  on  th e 

s t reets , a n yon e wh o is  im proper ly pa rked  on  th e s ide of th e roa d .  Hen ders on  is  

a  two-wa y s t reet , a n d  th ere will be s om e en croa ch m en t  beca u s e a  lot  of th os e 

folks  don ’t  h a ve off-s t reet  pa rk in g. We look  a n d  s ee a bou t  th e on es  th a t  do h a ve 

off-s t reet  pa rk in g a n d  m a ke s u re th ey t ry to u t ilize it . On  s om e s t reets , s u ch  a s  

Vickey Drive, th ere is  ju s t  n owh ere to go excep t  on  th e s ide of th e roa d .   

 

Cou n cil Mem ber  Repor ts : 

Rod  Cu ry 

1 -Next  Pla n n in g Com m is s ion  m eet in g will be on  Ma rch  4
th

 a t  7 :30  pm  a t  Town  

Ha ll.  

2-Con cern s  a bou t  pa rk in g is s u e on  Ch a r les  Street .  I will t ry to get  m ore 

in form a t ion  a n d  get  ba ck  to you .  

3 -By Motion  of Cou n cil a t  ou r  la s t  m eet in g, we a r e to t ry to s eek  h is tor ic 

des ign a t ion  for  th e cem etery a t  Clin ch  Va lley Mem oria l Cem etery.  I h a ve 

in s t itu ted  th a t  p roces s  a n d  a m  workin g with  th e Depa r tm en t  of His tor ic 

Res ou rces  a n d  with  Ms . Ga yn elle Th om ps on .  

 

J oe McCra cken  

1 -Flora  La ws on -Sa gewood  Drive-a s ked  for  a n  u pda te on  fin d in g ou t  h ow m u ch  

of h er  p roper ty is  in  th e Town  a n d  h ow m u ch  is  in  th e Cou n ty. Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  

h e n eeded  to vis it  th e p roper ty a n d  ta lk  with  Bra d  Ra t liff a n d  th e 

Com m is s ion er  of Reven u e on  th a t  is s u e. Th e Cou n ty h a s  iden t ified  a ll of th os e 

s ites  th a t  were s p lit  u p  u n der  th e a n n exa t ion . We n eed  to m eet  with  th em  

before we ta lk  to h er . Mr. Ta ylor  exp la in ed  th a t  th e Cou n ty h a d  d ivided  th e 

p roper ty in  th e Town  a n d  th e Cou n ty.  

2 -River  Roa d - is  s t ill im pa s s a b le. He a sked  ju s t  to m a ke it  pa s s a b le u n t il th e 

wea th er  clea rs  a n d  th ey ca n  work  on  it  with  a  gra der . J im  Ta ylor  s a id  pu t t in g 

down  s ton e wou ld  on ly be a  two da y cu re.  Th ey wou ld  be gon e in  a  cou p le of 

da ys . Tim  Ta ylor  s a id  th ey cou ld  clos e th e roa d  if th ey des ire to.  We n eed  to 

eva lu a te th e im pa ct  of clos in g it .  

3 -Th ere a re s om e pot  h oles  off of Fra n k lin  a n d  Au gu s ta  Aven u es .  

 

Fra n ces  Mea dows  

1 -VDOT-s h e n oted  th a t  Tim  will be a dd res s in g th a t  u n der  h is  com m en ts . Mr. 

Ta ylor  s a id  th a t  th ey m et  with  VDOT on  th a t  a n d  oth er  m a t ters . We  looked  a t  

th e s ign  a n d  th ey u n ders ta n d  fu lly wh a t  th e p rob lem  is . Th ey a re n ot  in  a  

pos it ion  to m a ke th os e ca lls .  Th a t  is  th e t ra ffic d ivis ion  a n d  h a s  been  refer red  

to th em . Th ey will a n a lyze it  a n d  get  ba ck  with  u s . We s eem  to th in k  th a t  is  a  
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good  s pot  for  ru m ble s t r ip s  a n d  m a ybe s om e b igger  s ign a ge a n d  m a ybe s om e 

pa in t in g.  

2 -Sh e wa s  given  a  pa per  from  th e Rich la n ds  High  Sch ool s oftba ll tea m  th a t  will 

n eed  to be d is cu s s ed  in  bu dget  work  s es s ion . Th ey a re look in g a t  re -develop in g 

th e s oftba ll field  a t  th e h igh  s ch ool a n d  th ey a re s olicit in g don a t ion s . Th ey 

wou ld  a pprecia te eith er  a  $500  or  $1000  don a t ion . Fra n ces  s a id  s h e exp la in ed  

to th em  a bou t  th e m on ey s itu a t ion , th a t  th in gs  a re t igh t  bu t  th a t  it  wou ld  be 

d is cu s s ed  in  th e bu dget .  

 

 

Dou g Ra t liff 

1 -wou ld  like to get  m eet in gs  s ch edu led  with  BVU a n d  AEP in  th e n ext  cou p le of 

weeks .  

2 -PCA-n on e th is  m on th . 

 

La rry J oh n s on  

1 -h a n ded  ou t  a  copy of th e Tech n ology Zon e Dra ft  Ord in an ce for  Cou n cil to 

review.  Bra d  a n d  I h a d  m et  a n d  la id  th e grou n d  work  for  t h is .  We n eed  to 

h a ve a n oth er  m eet in g a n d  h a ve Mr. Ta ylor  in volved  ju s t  to m a ke s u re 

everyth in g is  ok .  

2 -Ea s t  Secon d  Street  p roper ty-th e iden t ity of th e own er  wa s  fou n d  a n d  a  let ter  

wa s  s en t  requ es t in g clea n -u p .  

3 -Th a n ked  Gin ger  a n d  th e Ch a m ber  for  in vit in g Cou n cil to th e m eet in g, it  wa s  

very p rodu ct ive a n d  wen t  well. It  is  n ice to s ee th a t  everyon e is  work in g towa rd  

th e s a m e goa ls  for  th e Town  a n d  th e s u rrou n d in g a rea .  

4 -Th a n ked  th e Police Depa r tm en t . He h a d  a  ca ll from  a  pers on  in  Cla ypool Hill 

th a t  h a d  a  th eft  a n d  on e of ou r  in ves t iga tors  ca u gh t  th e p ers on  qu ick ly. Pa u l 

Lit t le wa s  th e on e wh o a ppreh en ded  th e s u s pect .  

5 -Th a n ked  s ta ff for  a  good  a u d it  repor t .  

6 -He a ddres s ed  th e h a n dou t  from  Ra n d y Yos t .  He s a id  h e wen t  down  th e lis t  

a n d  we do h a ve on e of th e h igh es t  BPOL ta xes  bu t  we don ’t  h a ve is  pers on a l 

proper ty ta x a n d  a  m erch a n ts  ca p ita l ta x. Mr. Ta ylor  a ddres s ed  th e ta x is s u e 

a n d  s a id  th a t  it  is  r ea lly u n fa ir  to ta ke a  cer ta in  ta x a n d  ju s t  is ola te it  to u s e 

th a t  in  th is  form  a n d  fa s h ion . Ma in ly beca u s e th e com m u n ity does  h a te 

ta xa t ion  a n d  a ll of u s  do bu t  it  is  pa r t  of doin g bu s in es s  for  th e com m u n ity. It  

is  a ctu a lly a  la rge ta s k  to do beca u s e you  h a ve to kn ow th e dem ogra ph ics  of 

th e peop le pa yin g th e ta xes . You  h a ve to kn ow wh a t  th e bu s in es s  clien tele a n d  

in du s tr ia l m ix a n d  wh a t  it  is .  Ea ch  tax h a s  to be eva lu a ted  on  its  own  m er it  

ba s ed  on  wh a t  th e n eeds  of th a t  com m u n ity a re. It  is  n ot  on e in d ividu a l ta x a s  

m u ch  a s  it  is  a s  th e wh ole. If you  look  a t  th e wh ole ta x on  th es e com pa ra t ive 

s tu d ies  we u s ed  in  ou r  bu dget  work  s es s ion s . For  in s ta n ce, we don ’t  h a ve a n y 

pers on a l p roper ty tax; we don ’t  h a ve m erch a n t’s  ca p ita l ta x. If you  ta ke a wa y 

th e pers on a l p roper ty ta x, wh ich  a lm os t every town  in  th e s ta te h a s .  I will h a ve 

repor ts  to s h ow you  for  th e en t ire s ta te, for  a ll of th e pa r t icu la r  ta xes  a n d  wh y 

we a re wh ere we a re. Th ere m a y be a  s t ron g n eed  from  th e bu s in ess  

com m u n ity, if you  on ly h a ve th ree or  fou r  bu s in es s es , th en  th ere is  n o n eed  to 

h a ve a  BPOL ta x.  Th e dem a n d  on  res ou rces  s h ou ld  follow wh a t  th e ta xes  a re 

bein g ch a rged . If you  h a ve a  bu s in es s  th a t  dem a n ds  a  lot  of a  pa r t icu la r  type of 

s ervice, s u ch  a s  police p rotect ion  or  fire a n d  res cu e keeps  th e in s u ra n ce ra tes  

low, th en  a ll of th a t  s h ou ld  go in to th e m ix of you  do a  port folio of ta xes . It  is  

rea lly a  com plica ted  m is s ion  for  everyon e. I u n ders ta n d  Mr. Yos t’s  con cern  

beca u s e h e is  worr ied  a bou t  d ru g s tores , bu t  you  cou ld  a rgu e for  th e ca r  

dea lers , ga s  s ta t ion s .  All of th os e a re ba s ed  on  gros s  receip ts . We cou ld  n ot 

s u rvive ju s t  to ta x on  gros s  p rofits . Th en  you  h a ve to look  a t  wh o th e ta xes  will 

a ffect .   Pers on a l p roper ty will a ffect  la n down ers .  Merch a n t’s  ca p ita l will h it  th e 

bu s in es s es  a t  s om e poin t  a s  well a s  pers on a l p roper ty.  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s a id  th a t  wh ile com pa r in g ou r  BPOL ra tes  to Ab in gdon , th eir  

p roper ty ta x is  28 % a n d  ou rs  is  16%. J oe McCra cken  a ls o m en t ion ed  th a t  

cou n ty wa ter  ra tes  a re h igh er  th a n  town  wa ter  ra tes .  

 



1 3   

 

La rry J oh n s on  s a id  h e wis h ed  Ra n dy Yos t  h a d  s ta yed  beca u s e with  th e th e 

BPOL Project , th ere a re a ctu a lly t ier  ba s ed  ta xes  for  n ew b u s in es s es .  It  is  a  

good  idea  a n d  we h a ve been  work in g on  it  for  a bou t  a  yea r . Tim  Ta ylor  a s ked  to 

be a b le to h a ve a  fin a n cia l a n a lys is  on  th a t  p r ior  to doin g it  b eca u s e  it  m a y h elp  

h ere bu t  h u r t  s om ewh ere els e in  th e lon g ru n .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s a id  th a t  a t  on e of h is  bu s in es s es  in  Ab in gdon , h is  du m ps ter  is  

$140  per  m on th . In  Rich la n ds , th e s am e s ize d u m ps ter  is  $25  a  m on th . He 

s a id  th e rea s on  for  th e d ifferen ce is  th a t  Ab in gdon  h a s  p r iva t ized  th eir  

com m ercia l t ra s h  p icku p  a n d  th e town  ca n  do it  m u ch  ch ea per .  

 

Ma ry An n  Stron g a sked  h ow lon g h a d  th e BPOL ra te been  wh a t  it  is  n ow.  Mr. 

Ta ylor  s a id  it  is  u n iform , th ere a re s om e ta xes  th a t  ca n  be s et  by Cou n cil, 

h owever  it  ca n n ot . It  is  govern ed  by s ta tu te.  

 

La rry J oh n s on  a dded  th a t  on  th e rea l es ta te ta x in  th es e m u n icipa lit ies  on  Mr. 

Yos t’s  h a n dou t  a re a  lot  h igh er . So th ey a re ch a rgin g m ore in  oth er  a re a s  th a n  

th e BPOL ta x.  

 

J oe McCra cken  s u gges ted  th a t  in  th e p ropos ed  tech n ology zon e, th ere cou ld  be 

in cen t ives  for  exis t in g bu s in es s es  a s  well.  La rry J oh n s on  s a id  th a t  if th ey wa n t  

to in ves t  in  th eir  bu s in es s  a n d  grow it , th ere a re in cen t ives  for  th a t .  

 

 

Mary  Ann  St rong 

1-Als o th a n ked  Gin ger  a n d  th e Ch a m ber  for  in vit in g cou n cil to th e join t  

m eet in g.  It  wa s  excellen t , a  lot  wa s  a ccom plis h ed  a n d  we left  with  s im ila r  goa ls  

to work  togeth er  towa rds  a ch ievin g .   

2-Sin ce th e don a t ion  a bou t  s oftba ll wa s  b rou gh t  u p , I wou ld  like for  u s  to look  

a t  s om e wa ys  th a t  we m igh t  be a b le to a s s is t  th e Teen  Cen ter  fin a n cia lly. It  is  

get t in g h a rder  a n d  h a rder  for  th em  to ra is e fu n ds . So wh en  we get  in to th e 

bu dget  p roces s , I wou ld  like to ta lk  a bou t  th a t .  

3 -Sh e com plim en ted  th e Street  Depa r tm en t  on  a  fa n ta s t ic job  con s ider in g th e 

a m ou n t  of s n ow th a t  we h a ve h a d , h ow fa s t  it  com es  a n d  th e tem pera tu res . 

Sh e a ls o th a n ked  Hober t  with  th e Wa ter  Depa r tm en t .  With  th e cold  

tem pera tu res , peop le a re n ot  a lwa ys  ta k in g p reca u t ion s , a n d  lin es  a re freezin g. 

Th ey a re very coopera t ive a n d  willin g to go ou t , s om etim es  a fter  h ou rs  too.  

4 -Sh e h a d  won dered  wh y th e Ta zewell Cou n ty Free Pres s  h a dn ’t  covered  ou r 

m eetin gs  a n d  th en  I s a w a  few weeks  a go wh ere th ey h a d  th e Ceda r  Blu ff Town  

Cou n cil covera ge.  I ca lled  Lyn n a  Mitch ell a n d  ta lked  with  h er  a n d  s h e s a id  it  

ju s t  th e fa ct  th a t  th ey don ’t  h a ve en ou gh  repor ters  a n d  th ey d id  n ot  a ctu a lly 

h a ve a  repor ter  a t  Ceda r  Blu ff, th ey s en d  a  copy of th eir  m in u tes  to h er  a n d  

th en  s h e com piles  a n  a r t icle for  th e pa per . I d idn ’t  kn ow if th a t  is  s om eth in g we 

ca n  con s ider  doin g, a lth ou gh  I rea lize it  wou ldn ’t  be fa ir  to th e oth er  

n ews pa pers  th a t  s en d  s om eon e, like th e Voice a n d  th e Rich la n ds  News  Pres s .  

 

Rod  Cu ry s ta ted  th a t  h e wa s  gla d  th a t  s h e ca lled . From  t h e Cou n cil’s  

viewpoin t , d is s em in a t ion  of in form a t ion  is  a  good  th in g for  ou r  Cou n cil a n d  if 

we cou ld  get  th e s a m e th in g ou t  to a ll of th e m ed ia .  

 

Tim  Ta ylor  s poke a bou t  bein g ca refu l a bou t  s u bm it t in g d ra ft  m in u tes  or  

u n a pproved  m in u tes . Proba b ly 99% of th e t im e, it  wou ld  be fin e. You  do ru n  a  

r is k  with  m in u tes .  You  ca n  p repa re  a  Pres s  Relea s e, wh ich  wou ld  be th e 

res pon s ib ility of wh oever  d id  th a t . I wou ld  ju s t  be h es ita n t  to give ou t  u n -

a pproved  m in u tes .  

 

De part m e nt  He ads  

Fre d Ph illips   

1-Ga ve ou t  m on th ly repor t .  Fra n ces  Mea dows  s u gges ted  everyon e s h ou ld  s ee 

Fred  Ph illip s  in  a ct ion  a s  a  Ba s ketba ll Coa ch .  

2 -K-1  Ba s ketba ll wen t  well. All th e ba s ketba ll lea gu es  will en d  th is  Sa tu rda y.  
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3 -J oe McCra cken  a s ked  h ow often  th e Rec Pa rk  wa s  a b le to u s e Com m u n ity 

Service Workers .  Fred  rep lied  5 -7  per  da y.  

4 -J eff Hu rs t  is  th e Pres iden t  of th e Rich la n ds  You th  Ba s ketba ll Lea gu e, a fter  

th e lea gu es  en d  a n d  a fter  h e pa ys  th e Officia ls , h e is  goin g to don a te th e lu m p 

s u m  to th e Rich la n ds  Recrea t ion  Pa rk  for  th e gym  floor .  

5 -Ma ry An n  Stron g a s ked  if th e ligh ts  h a d  been  rep la ced  in  th e gym . Fred  s a id  

th a t  th e on es  on  th e s ide th a t  were rea lly ou tda ted  h a d  been  ta ken  down . 

Ma k in g room  for  th e s coreboa rds , Coca -Cola  h a s  don a ted  two wireles s  

s coreboa rds  for  ea ch  s ide. Ma ry An n  S tron g a s ked  a bou t  th e regis t ra t ion  for  

Rich la n ds  Lit t le Lea gu e, s h e h a dn ’t  s een  th e s ign  th a t  is  u s u a lly on  th e field  for  

regis t ra t ion  th is  yea r . Fred  s a id  th a t  is  wa s  ta k in g p la ce every Sa tu rda y in  

Febru a ry a t  th e Rec Pa rk . He s a id  h e th ou gh t  th ey were a ls o goin g th rou gh  th e 

s ch ools  a n d  on  th e in tern et .   

 

Chie f Frank Dort on  

1 - Ha d  722  ca lls  for  s ervice for  th e m on th  of J a n u a ry. Down  from  th e s a m e 

t im e per iod  la s t  yea r .  

2- Served  94  Cr im in a l pa pers  in clu d in g Wa rra n ts .   

3 - Lot  of cold  wea th er , lot  of s n ow.  Th a n kfu lly n ot  a  lot  of a cciden ts .  

4 - Th e Sen a te pa s s ed  a  b ill yes terda y exten d in g th e Em ergen cy Cu s tody 

Order  t im e per iod  to 24  h ou rs . Righ t  n ow it  is  4  h ou rs  with  a  2  h ou r  

exten s ion  for  a  tota l of 6  h ou rs .  Wh a t  th a t  m ea n s  is  on e of ou r  offic ers  

h a s  to s ta y with  th a t  pers on  beca u s e th ey a re tech n ica lly in  cu s tody. We 

h a ve to s ta y with  th a t  pers on  for  6  h ou rs . If th ey a re com m it ted  to a  

m en ta l in s t itu t ion , it  cou ld  be in  Fa ir fax, Virgin ia  Bea ch  or  Sta u n ton , 

wh ich  is  a  10  h ou r  d r ive. Tyin g u p  a  police officer  for  th a t  len gth  of t im e . 

Now we will h a ve to s ta y with  th em  for  u p  to 24  h ou rs , p lu s  m a ke th a t  

t r ip  a n d  ba ck . We d o a  lot  of ECOs . Rou gh ly 40  to 50  per  yea r . We don ’t  

h a ve a  lot  of extra  m a n power  a n ywa y, s o we h a ve to ca ll p eop le to com e 

ou t , wh ich  is  over t im e for  th em  p lu s  you  ca n ’t  keep  th a t  pers on  for  24  

h ou rs  a n d  n ot  feed  th em  s o th ere is  th a t  expen s e.   Plu s  you  h a ve to 

t ra n s por t  th em , th ere is  th e fu el expen s e. Plu s  you  will h ave to p rovide 

m on ey to th e officer  for  fu el to get  ba ck  p lu s  food  expen s e for  th e officer . 

It  will h a ve a  la rge fin a n cia l im pa ct  on  a n y police depa r tm en t . Th e Bill 

ca m e ou t  in  th e Hou s e toda y, n ot  s u re of th e res u lts . I wou ld  a s s u m e it  

will go ba ck  to th e Sen a te. As  a  govern in g body, we a re a s k in g you  to 

in terven e to s h ow th e im pa ct  it  will h a ve on  u s  a s  a  town .  Let  you r  

rep res en ta t ive kn ow h ow you  feel on  th is . Proba b ly too la te to s en d  a  

let ter , u n les s  you  ca n  em a il it  or  even  ca ll th em .  

 

Gordon  Rus s  

1-Ha n ded  ou t  m on th ly repor t  to cou n cil.  

2 -He is  pu t t in g a  gra n t  in  for  a  n ew tru ck . We s pen t  over $26 ,000 .00  la s t  yea r  

on  repa irs . If th e gra n t  is  a pproved , wh ich  is  80 / 20 , th ey pa y 80% a n d  we pa y 

20%, th en  I a m  goin g to p la ce a n  a d  for  th e old  t ru ck  on  Am bu la n ce t ra der . 

com  a n d  h opefu lly get  th e 20% ou t  of th a t  to cover  th a t .  

3 -Ha ve been  work in g on  oth er  is s u es  th a t  will h a ve to be b rou gh t  u p  du r in g th e 

bu dget  m eet in gs  a bou t  th e fire collect ion s , etc.  

Tim  Ta ylor  s poke a bou t  th e is s u e th a t  Mr. Ston e refer red  to in  th e Au d it  

Repor t , we h a ve been  t ryin g to work  on  a  s olu t ion  for  th a t  an d  we th ou gh t  we 

h a d  on e, bu t  we h ave ru n  in to s om e is s u es , s u ch  a s  th e drop  box is s u e. We 

h a ve been  t ryin g to get  s om eth in g worked  ou t  with  th a t . So th a t  peop le ca n  s ee 

th a t  th e in voice com es  from  th e Town  of Rich la n ds  a n d  wou ld  h a ve a  p la ce to 

pa y th e Town  of Rich la n ds , n ot  a  firm  in  Ocea n a , WV. Gordon  s a id  th e 

gen t lem a n  h e h a d  been  ta lk in g with  h a d  offered  to com e a n d  exp la in  th e 

p rogra m .  

4 -J oe McCra cken  a s ked  if th ere wa s  a n  a m bu la n ce lis ted  for  s a le n ow on  th e 

in tern et . Mr. Ru s s  sa id  n ot  a t  th is  t im e. He s a id  h e p la n n ed  to lis t  th e 1993  

m odel th is  s u m m er .  
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La rry J oh n s on  a s ked  a bou t  th e Grou n dbrea k in g cerem on y for  th e Bu r n  

Bu ild in g. Fra n ces  Mea dows  s a id  th e da te h a d  been  s et  for  Ma y 17
th

 a t  11 :00  

a m .  

  

Ma ry An n  Stron g s a id  th a t  s h e  n ot iced  on  th e b rea kdown  of Gordon ’s  repor t  

s h owin g wh ere a ll th e ca lls  wen t , th ere were 25  in  Cla ypool Hill.  Sh e a s ked  if 

th a t  wa s  a vera ge. Gordon  Ru s s  s a ys  it  va r ies .  

 

J im  Tay lor 

1-Sn ow a n d  ice rem ova l-we h a ve h a d  12  d ifferen t  occa s ion s  for  ca llin g peop le 

ou t  to work  s n ow.  We pu t  in  171  m a n  h ou rs  to ta ke ca re of th es e in s ta n ces , 

347  h ou rs  of t ru ck / equ ipm en t  h ou rs  a n d  h a ve pu t  down  245  ton s  of s a lt  a n d  

225  ton s  of n u m ber  9  s ton e. Th is  took  u p  m os t  of ou r  s ch edu le. Mr. Mu s ick  is  

th e firs t  th a t  I h a ve h ea rd  com pla in  a bou t  ou r  workers .  Th ey a re doin g a  grea t  

job .   

2 -Clea n ed  d itch es  on  Ken ts  Ridge Roa d , Hu n ters  Ridge Roa d , Fa rm er , Fifth  

a n d  Sh en a n doa h  get t in g rea dy for  th e ra in y s ea s on s . Som etim es  th e d itch es  

a re frozen .  

3 -Picked  u p  46  ba gs  of t ra s h  on  Bu rn et te, Vetera n s  Drive, Edgewa ter  Dr ive, 

Secon d  Street .  

4 -Ca rpen ters  worked  on  a  cou p le of p rojects  a t  th e Police Dep t .  

5 -Sca led  a n d  pa in ted  a bou t  ½  of th e s ign  pos ts  u p  a t  th e fron t  of th e s ign  on  

th e Ea s t  en d  of Town . Wea th er  h a s  u s  on  h old  a ga in . Will n eed  a  bu cket  t ru ck .  

6 -Cu t  th e b ru s h  on  r igh t  of wa ys  a t  Edgewa ter  Dr ive a n d  Fron t  Street  

in ters ect ion , t ryin g to get  a h ea d  of th e lea ves .  

7 -With  ea ch  s n ow, we clea n  gra tes  a n d  gu t ters  to m a ke s u re th e s n ow wa ter  

gets  off a n d  th en  we s weep  a n d  s a lt  a ll of th e s idewa lks  on  th e b r idges . 

Es pecia lly th e b r idge n ea r  Ha rdee’s ; th ere is  a  lot  of foot  t ra ffic.  

8 -Set  u p  a  t ra iler  b ox for  PD s tora ge, we h a ve leveled  th e old  t ra iler  a n d  a re 

goin g to s et  a n oth er  on e bes ide of it .  

9 -Pa tch ed  Pot  h oles  on  Fa rm er  Street , Fou r th  Street , Fifth  Street , Sh en a n doa h , 

Fron t , Secon d  u s ed  28  ba gs  of b la ck top  pa tch in g. Th e b la ck top  pa tch  is  ju s t  a  

tem pora ry fix a t  bes t . We pu t  s om e in  on  Fron t  Street  on  Fr ida y a n d  by 

Mon da y it  wa s  gon e a ga in .  Pla n ts  will be open in g s oon .  

10 -Ma de 67  extra  s tops  for  b ig ju n k , 15 7  s o fa r  th is  yea r . Cold  wea th er  m a kes  

t ra s h  p icku p  a  lit t le m ore d ifficu lt .  If t r a s h  is  frozen  in  th e bot tom  of th e ca n  

a n d  you  t ry to ba n g it  loos e, th en  you  will b rea k  th e ca n . Especia lly with  t ra s h  

th a t  is  n ot  in  ba gs . Rem in d  cu s tom ers  th a t  t ra s h  n eed s  to be in  ba gs  even  in  if 

in  a  t ra s h  ca n  with  a  lid . On e p la ce th a t  wa s  in  qu es t ion , th ere were 4  

t ra s h ca n s  s it t in g th ere, a ll of th em  open  a n d  h a lf fu ll of t ra s h , fu ll of ra in / s n ow 

a n d  frozen .  

 

Mayor’s  Com m e nt s  

Ma yor  Wh ite com m en ded  th e s ta ff on  th e wor k  don e du r in g th e s n ow rem ova l 

a n d  a ls o th e wa ter  depa r tm en t  a n d  th e electr ic crew.  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a ls o requ es ted  to m eet  with  Tim  Ta ylor  on  th e Acces s  Ch a n n el 

a n d  a ls o on  s om e th in gs  th a t  wou ld  be n eeded  for  th e u pcom in g Freedom  

Fes t iva l. Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  h e wou ld  ch eck  h is  ca len da r  a n d  let  h er  kn ow a  da te 

a n d  t im e.  

 

Sh e a greed  with  Ma ry An n  Stron g th a t  s h e wou ld  like to d is cu s s  s u ppor t in g th e 

Teen  Cen ter  in  s om e wa y.  

 

Brad Rat liff 

1-He in trodu ced  a n  Ord in a n ce with  rega rd  to  Bu rn et te Street  p roper ty to clea r  

u p  th e bou n da ry is su e a n d  p repa re it  for  s a le. Th is  pa r t icu la r  Ord in a n ce m u s t 

be rea d  twice in  gran t in g a  s t r ip  of p roper ty th a t  is  a bou t  20  feet  by 10  feet  to 

res olve a  bou n da ry en croa ch m en t . Th is  will clea r  u p  th a t  t it le to th e p roper ty 

for  a n yon e in teres ted  in  pu rch a s in g th is  p roper ty. He th en  rea d  th e Ord in a n ce 

in  its  en t irety.  

2 -Th e s econ d  rea d in g is  a n t icipa ted  bein g don e a t  th e Ma rch  11 , 2014  m eet in g.  
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3 -Th e Ord in a n ce on  th e Repea l of Loca l Ciga ret te ta x wa s  p res en ted  ea r lier  th is  

even in g in  th e pu b lic h ea r in g. Th e firs t  rea d in g h a s  been  d on e. I will do th e 

s econ d  rea d in g u n les s  cou n cil ch oos es  to wa ive th e s econ d  rea d in g.  

Rod  Cu ry a s ked  it  wou ld  be pos s ib le to h a ve a n  a dden du m  to th e Ord in a n ce or  

h old  th is  a n d  re-write th e ord in a n ce s o th a t  we ca n  s ee th a t  th is  m on ey goes  to 

Pu b lic Sa fety. Bra d  Ra t liff s a id  it  is  pos s ib le. Mr. Cu ry s a id  th a t  h e th in ks  th is  

ta x wou ld  be a  good  th in g overa ll a n d  was  t ryin g to a ddres s  La rry’s  con cern . He 

s a id  h e h a s  fa ith  in  Mr. Ta ylor  wh en  h e s a ys  h e gu a ra n tees  th a t  th a t  it  will go 

to Pu b lic Sa fety beca u s e th a t  is  wh ere th e n eed  is  bu t th is  wa y, it  en s u res  it  in  

wr it in g th a t  th e m on ey goes  th ere. He recom m en ded  th a t  Cou n cil con s ider  

th a t .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff m a de a  Motion  to wa ive th e s econ d  rea d in g of th e Ord in a n ce, 

s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on . Vote 3  yes , 3  n o, Ma yor  voted  yes . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff m a de a  Motion  to a ccep t  th e Ord in a n ce to Repea l th e loca l ta x on  

ciga ret tes , s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s a id  th a t  th e BPOL ta x h it s  th e m erch a n ts  a n d  th e ciga ret te ta x 

h its  th e m erch a n ts  a s  well. He s a id  it  wa s  a  dou b le-wh a m m y to th e m erch a n ts .  

 

Fra n ces  Mea dows  expres s ed  h er  u n ders ta n d in g towa rd  Ma ry An n  Stron g’s  

ea r lier  com m en ts  in  th a t  th is  ta x wa s  a  s m a ll ta x bu t wa rn e d  th a t  ta xes  a re 

com in g. Sh e s a id  th e Town  wou ld  h a ve to ra is e ta xes  s om ewh ere. Sh e s a id  

peop le wou ld  rem em ber  wh o ca u s ed  th e ta xes  to go u p . Ma ry An n  Stron g s a id  

th a t  s h e h a d  m ore peop le ta lk  to h er  in  fa vor  of repea lin g th e ciga ret te ta x a n d  

Fra n ces  rep lied  th a t  s h e ju s t  d idn ’t  believe it .  Ma ry An n  Stron g rep lied  th a t  

s h e d id  n ot  lie a n d  d idn ’t  a pprecia te a n y a t ta cks  on  h er  ch a ra cter .  

 

J oe McCra cken  reitera ted  th a t  h e felt  Cou n cil d id  n ot  n eed  to ru s h  in to a n y 

decis ion  on  th is  is s u e. He s a id  h e th ou gh t  cou n cil s h ou ld  h a ve fa cts / n u m bers  

to s h ow wh ere th e m on ey wa s  defin itely goin g before m a k in g a  decis ion  ton igh t .  

 

Rod  Cu ry s a id  h e wou ld  a pprecia te Cou n cil a llowin g th e a t torn ey to p repa re a n  

Ord in a n ce to p res en t  to th em  to s ee if it  p lea s es  Cou n cil th a t  wou ld  “ea r -m a rk” 

th e m on ey for  Pu b lic Sa fety.  

 

Dou g Ra t liff h a d  ea r lier  m a de th e Motion  to repea l th e Ciga ret te Ta x, s econ ded  

by La rry J oh n s on .  Vote 3  yes  (Dou g Ra t liff, La rry J oh n s on , Ma ry An n  Stron g), 

3  n o (Fra n ces  Mea dows , Rod  Cu ry, J oe McCra cken ), Ma yor voted  yes  for  t ie-

b rea ker . Motion  ca rr ied . 

 

Dou g Ra t liff a s ked  a bou t  h ow th e s ta m p s  th a t  h a d  a lrea dy b een  s old  wou ld  be 

h a n d led . Mr. Ta ylor  s a id  th a t  th e s tam ps  th a t  h a ven ’t  been  a pp lied  to th e 

ciga ret tes  ca n n ot  be collected  on  by th e m erch a n ts .  Th ey wou ld  h a ve to be 

refu n ded  by th e Town . Su e Wa de m en t ion ed  th e floor  s tock  ta x. Ch ief Dor ton  

h a d  a lrea dy gon e a rou n d  a n d  got  th e tota ls  on  th a t . Mr. Taylor  recom m en ded 

to lea ve th os e a lon e. Mr. Ta ylor  a s ked  a bou t  th e effect ive da te on  th e 

Ord in a n ce, if it  wa s  to be effect ive in  30  da ys . At torn ey Bra d  Ra t liff s a id  th a t  

th is  pa r t icu la r  Ord in a n ce con ta in ed  la n gu a ge th a t  wou ld  a llow it  to becom e 

effect ive im m edia tely. Mr. Ta ylor  recom m en ded  to Cou n cil to a llow th e s ta m ps  

th a t  a re a lrea dy on  th e ciga ret tes  to be left  a lon e a n d  let  th em  dea l with . Th e 

on es  th a t  a re in  th e wh oles a ler  a n d  a re in ta ct , we ca n  get th os e a n d  pu t  th em  

in  ou r  s a fe.  

We get  s om e s ta tem en t  from  th e wh oles a ler  a s  to wh a t  th ey h a ve u s ed  ou t  of 

th e roll, I will s ign  it  a n d  cer t ify it  if th a t  wou ld  be oka y with  Cou n cil. Rod  Cu ry 

s a id  h e t ru s ted  Mr. Ta ylor’s  ju dgm en t  on  th a t  a s  Town  Ma n a ger . Cou n cil 

a greed .  

 

Town Manage r’s  Re port  
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1 -Mr. Ta ylor  wen t  over  th e ch eck  regis ter  wh ich  in clu ded  b ills  for  th e m on th  

tota lin g $801 ,569 .74  in clu d in g AMP Power  Bill $54 ,158 .76 , An th em  

$73 ,511 .00  a n d  VRS $51 ,271 .51 .  

Dou g Ra t liff m a de a  Motion  to a u th or ize th e Town  Ma n a ger  to pa y th e b ills , 

s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry. Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s a id  th ere wa s  n o wa y th a t  th e Town  wou ld  h a ve to ra is e ta xes ; 

th ere a re m a n y wa ys  to ra is e reven u e. Like th in gs  we a re work in g on  with  BVU, 

AEP, th ere a re s evera l th in gs  we ca n  do gen era te reven u e with ou t  r a is in g ta xes . 

He a ga in  s ta ted  “th ere is  n o wa y we a re goin g to ra is e ta xes ”.  

 

2 -Mem o con cern in g th e m eet in g with  App a la ch ia n  Ga s  Com pa n y with  J oh n  

Eber t .  Mr . Eber t  h a s  a  con flict  on  th e 1 8
th , 

h owever  Febru a ry 20  a t  8 :00  pm  is  

s t ill a va ila b le.  As k  Cou n cil if everyon e cou ld  a gree on  th a t  da te a n d  t im e. 

Cou n cil a greed  to m eet  th en .  

3 -Mem ora n du m  of Un ders ta n d in g with  Town  of Ta zewell. We a re t ryin g to fin d  

wa ys  to cu t  cos ts  an d  ta ke a dva n ta ge of oth er  en t it ies ’ s ervices .  It  is  exa ct ly 

th e s a m e a s  th e MOU th a t  Cou n cil a pproved  with  th e Ta zewell Cou n ty PSA. He 

a s ked  Cou n cil to con s ider  a u th or izin g h im  to s ign  th e a greem en t  wh ich  wou ld  

give u s  a n  officia l a greem en t  to do wh a t  we a re doin g. Todd  Da y with  th e Town  

of Ta zewell wa s  a ls o a n  en gin eer  in  h is  form er  ca reer . He is  th e form er  Town  

Ma n a ger  of th e Town  of Blu efield  a n d  n ow is  th e Ma n a ger  for  th e Town  of 

Blu efield .  

La rry J oh n s on  m a de th e Motion  to a u th or ize Mr. Ta ylor  to s ign  th e MOU with  

th e Town  of Ta zewell, s econ ded  by Ma r y An n  Stron g. Vote, a ll in  fa vor , 6 / 0 .  

4 -Th e Dep t . Hea ds  wen t  over  th e s t res s  du r in g th e recen t  ba d  wea th er .    Th ere 

were a  lot  of peop le with  wa ter  lin es  frozen , bu t  with  th e d is t r ibu t ion  bein g a s  

la rge a s  it  is , overa ll it  wa s  good . As  fa r  a s  th e electr ic u t ilit ies , a  lot  of th in gs  

h a ppen ed  th a t  th e gen era l pu b lic does n ’t  kn ow bu t  we were ca lled  on  to redu ce 

ou r  loa d  a n d  to s ta r t  ou r  gen era t ion  in  order  to h elp  s ta b ilize th e n a t ion a l gr id . 

We s ta r ted  ou r  gen era tor  over  a t  th e Wa ter  Pla n t  n u m erou s  t im es  to  offs et  

pea ks  a n d  to h a ve a  loa d  redu ct ion .  Th e pea k  for  th e t ra n s m is s ion  s ys tem  wa s  

s et . Th a t  d icta tes  ou r  cos t  for  ou r  t ra n s m is s ion  fees  begin n in g in  Febru a ry, 

2015 . Now if we don ’t  pea k  in  th e s u m m er  to get  a bove th e pea k  th a t  h a ppen ed  

J a n u a ry 7
th

, 2014 , we will be ba s ed  on  th a t  pea k , wh ich  is  a  record .  24  m ega  

wa t ts , wh ich  is  th e m os t  I h a ve ever  s een  in  m y 26  yea rs . Th e res u lts  of th a t  

will be in crea s ed  t ra n s m is s ion  cos ts  a n d  p ret ty d ra m a tica lly, a ctu a lly. We a re a  

“win ter -pea ker” s o th is  on e CP u s u a lly occu rs  in  th e win ter  a n d  th ere is  

a n oth er  in  th e s u m m er , a lm os t  a lwa ys . Now it  h a s  occu rred  in  th e win ter  on ce 

before for  u s  a n d  it  rea lly ra is ed  ou r  t ra n s m is s ion  fees . Th ere is  vola t ility, I 

th in k  we h ea rd  Mr. Ston e refer  to th e electr ica l in du s try.  We d id  a ll we cou ld  

do to redu ce th e loa d  a n d  keep  th e ligh ts  on . We h a ve h a d  a  lot  of is s u es  with  

th e gen era tors  a n d  th e s t res s  on  th os e too. Ou r  is s u es  were very m in or . Very 

p lea s ed  with  th e perform a n ce of n ot  on ly ou r  equ ipm en t  bu t  a ls o ou r 

pers on n el. Som e of th a t  requ ired  com in g ou t  a t  5 :00  a m  s ta r t in g th e 

gen era tors , Mr. J oh n  Wh it t  a n d  Mr. Da ve Fields  a n d  s om e of th e oth er  folks  

th a t  took  ca re of th os e fa cilit ies .  

5 -Alrea dy repor ted  on  th e VDOT m eet in g.  

6 -Requ es t  from  Am erica n  Electr ic Power  is  a  req u es t . Righ t  n ow, it  is  a  do-

n oth in g requ es t  excep t  to u n ders ta n d  wh a t  th ey a re look in g a t . We m et  with  

officia ls  from  AEP a n d  th eir  s u bs id ia ry, APCO, beca u s e th ere a re en gin eers  th a t  

rep res en ted  AEP a s  well a s  APCO, th ey a re a  pa ren t  com pa n y to th e 

d is t r ib u t ion  com pa n y a n d  th e s epa ra t ion  from  th a t . AEP actu a lly own s  th e 

t ra n s m is s ion . Yea rs  a go, th ere were im provem en ts  m a de to th e Town  on  a  

t ra n s m is s ion  pers pect ive th a t  were n ever  im plem en ted  a t  th e t im e.  Th es e s teel 

towers  th a t  you  s ee t ra n s vers e th e power  lin es  n ea r  An dy Alt izer ’s  Dom in ion  

Tire. Th ey don ’t  a ctu a lly h a ve wires  on  th em  bu t  th ey a re in s u la ted  to ca rry 

138 ,000  volts . Th e im provem en ts  th a t  were s u ppos ed  to be m a de, were 

im provem en ts  from  th a t  lin e a n d  on  a cros s  th e m ou n ta in s  a n d  th e coa lfields  to 

Wh itewood  a n d  a ls o to exten d  it  to th e n or th ern  pa r t  of th e cou n ty wh ere th ere 

a re s om e week  a rea s . We recen t ly h a d  a n  in s ta n ce on  a  Su n da y m orn in g wh ere 

th e power  wen t  ou t five t im es , it  wou ld  go off a n d  s ta y off for  five s econ ds  a n d  
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th en  ba ck  on .  It  d id  th a t  on  Su n da y fou r  or  five t im es . Th a t  wa s n ’t  u s , th a t  

wa s  APCO dropp in g ou t  beca u s e of p rob lem s . We a re on  th e J ewell Ridge lin e 

m os t  of th e t im e a n d  th ey h a d  s om e t rou b le u p  in  th ere a n d  in  opera t ion , it  

clea red  its elf a n d  ca m e ba ck  on . It  ca u s es  a  lot  of h ea r ta ch e for  u s  beca u s e of 

th e h os p ita l gen era tor , th e s ewer  p la n t  gen era tor , th e  wa ter  pu m ps  a n d  a ll of 

th a t . We h a ve ta lked  to th em  a bou t  th a t  a n d  we h a ve m a de  a d ju s tm en ts  on  ou r  

equ ipm en t  to h elp  ea s e th a t .  Bu t  th e on ly th in g I believe will h elp  th a t  

pa r t icu la r  s itu a t ion  is  for  th es e im provem en ts  AEP is  p ropos in g to do.  Th os e 

will in clu de power  lin es  th a t  will exten d  in to 138  a n d  a cros s  to Wh itewood  to 

th e old  s u bs ta t ion  over  th ere a n d  th ere a re m ore im provem en ts  to th e n orth  

a rea . Th a t  m a kes  th e loop  m ore relia b le. Th e volta ges  s a g s om etim es  wh en  it ’s  

cold  a n d  it  ca u s es  u s  s om e m is ery. Th e rea s on  APCO wa n ts  th e Town  to kn ow 

a bou t  th is  is  th ey a re goin g to h old  s om e pu b lic h ea r in gs  a t  th e s ch ools  a n d  

d ifferen t  pa r ts  of th e cou n ty, th ey will an n ou n ce th os e in  th e fu tu re. Th ey will 

ta ke in pu ts  from  th e com m u n ity. Obviou s ly, it  is  n ot  a  n ew lin e excep t  in  ou r  

a rea , m os t  of th a t  a rea  a lrea dy h a s  p rocu rem en t  on  th e r igh t  of wa y. Mos t  of it  

is  p ret ty m u ch  coa l cou n try. Th e im pa ct  of th a t  will be power  lin es  goin g 

th rou gh  a  fores t . Th ere will be peop le a lon g th e rou te th a t  will s ee th e lin es , s o 

th ey will h a ve a  ch an ce to ta lk  a bou t it . As  fa r  a s  for  u s , th ere p roba b ly will n ot 

be a n y con s tru ct ion  in  th e town  bu t  it  will grea t ly in crea s e ou r  relia b ility.  It  will 

m a ke th e gr id  s t ron ger  for  u s  a n d  h opefu lly will ta ke a wa y th os e in a dver ten t 

lit t le ou ta ges  th a t  we h a ve from  t im e to t im e. In  th e fu tu re, th ere will be 

corres pon den ce from  th em  a n d  we will get  it  to you  a n d  let  you  look  a t  it .  You  

m a y even  wa n t  to go to th e pu b lic h ea r in gs , if you  h a ve a n yth in g th a t  you  wa n t  

to s a y, eith er  pos it ive or  n ega t ive.  Bu t I wou ld  h ope th a t  a s  Cou n cil you  wou ld  

even tu a lly give a  let ter  of s u ppor t  for  th a t  ba s ed  on  th e d is cu s s ion  we ju s t  h a d . 

I fu lly s u ppor t  it  kn owin g h ow im por ta n t  it  is  to u s . Als o if we a re for tu n a te 

en ou gh  to get  a n  in du s try th a t  u s es  a  la rge a m ou n t  of power , th a t  gr id  will be 

p la ce. Not  on ly for  h ere bu t  a n ywh ere in  th e cou n ty. Th is  h a s  been  a bou t  30  

yea rs  in  th e m a k in g. I will let  th em  ta lk  a bou t  h ow it  will a ffect  th e ra tes , 

beca u s e it  will a ffect  ra tes . We don ’t  pa y APCO ra tes  s o it  wou ld  be on ly on  th e 

s ide of th e t ra n s m is s ion  s ide wh ich  is  very m in im a l for  u s  a t  a ll for  th os e th a t  

a re on  town  s ervices . Th os e th a t  a re on  AEP, will of cou rs e pa y AE P ra tes .  

6 -Th e Cod ifica t ion  Project  Dis c-you  a re welcom e to m a ke a n y type of com m en t 

to u s  th a t  you  like. We wou ld  like to tabu la te th em  a n d  s en d  th em  on  to th e 

peop le of in teres t .  J u s t  don ’t  ch a n ge it . I h a d  t o s ign  th a t  we wou ld  n ot  ch a n ge 

a n y of th e word in g u n t il a fter  th e 60  da y per iod . After  it  is  in  p la ce, th ey will do 

a ll revis ion s  th ere. Th ey h a ve to get  th e p roper  word in g, lega lly a n d  m a ke s u re 

th ey do n ot  com prise a n yon e. Rod  Cu ry a dded  h is  th ou gh t  on  th is  p roces s  a n d  

s a id  h e wa s  gla d  we a re doin g th is  a n d  ca n  h a rd ly wa it  u n t il it  is  fin is h ed .  

7 -He h a d  ta lked  to Su pervis or  Wh ite a bou t  th is  n ext  is s u e. It  h a s n ’t  been  too 

lon g a go th a t  we pa ved  Hill Creek  Roa d bu t  d u e to th e t ru ck  tra ffic, th e roa d  is  

in  poor  con d it ion .  We h a d  dela yed  pa vin g a  lit t le wh ile becau s e we th ou gh t  th e 

m in in g a ct ivity h a d  cea s ed  bu t  with  th e lon g-wa ll m in ers  th a t  th ey h a ve toda y 

a n d  th e n ever  en d in g cu s tom er  ba s e th ey h a ve toda y, th a t  h a s  been  a  rea lly 

good  job  p rodu cer  for  th is  a rea . It  h a s  been  a n  econ om ic en h a n cem en t  for  u s . 

We wa n t  th e t ru cks  to m ove bu t  we don ’t  wa n t  ou r  com m u n it ies  to be a ffected  

by wh a t  h a s  h a ppen ed . If we don ’t  pa ve s oon , th ere is  n ot  goin g to be a  roa d .  I 

ta lked  to Su pervis or  Wh ite beca u s e th ere a re coa l s evera n ce ta x fu n ds  a va ila b le 

in  th e cou n ty.  We d on ’t  h a ve a cces s  to th os e. Bu t  th is  is  a  p erfect  a pp lica t ion  

for  th a t  beca u s e th a t  is  m on ies  th ey h a ve der ived  from  th e coa l com pa n ies  a n d  

th a t  is  on e u s e for  it .  So I a s ked  h im  to con s id er  p rovid in g s om e m on ey for  th is . 

We a re work in g on  s om e p r icin g a n d  get t in g s om e figu res  togeth er  for  h im  a n d  

h e s a id  h e wou ld  s u ppor t  u s  on  th a t . It  wou ld  p roba b ly be u p  to cou n cil to a s k  

h im  to officia lly s u ppor t  u s . We h a ve on e cu rve down  th ere th a t  is  very 

da n gerou s , we h a ve looked  a t  it  from  th e Street  Com m it tee to Sta ff Com m it tee.  

Th a t  cu rve n eeds  s om eth in g don e.  Ult ra , th e coa l opera tor , h a d  a greed  to h elp  

u s  m a ke s om e im provem en ts  th ere. Th ey wou ld  p rovide th e peop le if we cou ld  

get  th e p roper ty a n d  th in gs  like th a t . I wou ld  a ls o like to in clu de th a t  in  o u r 

requ es t  for  Mr. Wh ite to h elp  u s  with  a ls o a n d  h e a greed  to it .  
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J oe McCra cken  m a de th e Motion  to d irect  th e Town  Ma n a ger to a s k  Su pervis or  

Wh ite to h elp  th e Town  with  pa vin g th e Hill Creek  a rea  a n d  to work  on  th e 

da n gerou s  cu rve, s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry. Vote 6 / 0 , yes . Motion  ca rr ied .  

7 -Requ es t  from  DEQ-In tegra ted  Res ou rces  Pla n -con cern in g a ll Virgin ia  Arm ory 

Na t ion a l Gu a rd  fa cilit ies . DEQ h a s  a s ked  for  com m en ts  for  th is . It  h a s  to do 

with  h is tor ica l res ou rces , en viron m en ta l is s u es , cu ltu ra l p roper t ies  with in  th e 

s ta te th a t  a re 50+ yea rs  old . We h a ve p ret ty m u ch  a  b ra n d  n ew fa cility loca ted  

n ea r  th e college a n d  it  is  s ou n d .  Th ere a re n o h is tor ica l p res erva t ion  is s u es . 

We rea lly don ’t  h a ve a n y com m en ts  u n les s  s om eon e wa n ts  to m a ke s om e. It  

h a s  to be tu rn ed  in  tom orrow, s o I ju s t  wa n ted  to let  you  kn ow a bou t  it .  

8 -His  n ext  two is s u es  requ ire goin g in to clos ed  s es s ion .  

 

Ma ry An n  Stron g refer red  to th e Mem o from  Project  Gra du a t ion  from  RHS to 

con s ider  a  don a t ion . Sh e s a id  s h e kn ew th a t  th e Town  p rovided  th e Recrea t ion  

Depa r tm en t  a n d  won dered  wh a t  a m ou n t  th e Town  h a d  given  in  th e pa s t .  Mr . 

Ta ylor  s a id  we don ’t  u s u a lly give a  don a t ion  oth er  th a n  a llowin g th em  to u se 

th e Rec Pa rk  a n d  p rovid in g s ta ff, etc.  

J oe McCra cken  m ade th e Motion  to provide th e Rec Pa rk  for  RHS Project  

Gra du a t ion , s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry. All in  fa vor , 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied .  

 

Mr. Ta ylor  refer red  to th e m em o from  J erry McReyn olds  a t  th e Ta zewell Cou n ty 

Airpor t  to com e a n d  vis it  th e fa cility. Ma yor  Wh ite s a id  th ey h a d  a ls o requ es ted  

th e Town  ta ke ou t  a n  a d  in  th eir  Fly-In  Even t  in  Au gu s t . La s t  yea r , wh en  th ey 

a s ked  it  wa s  a lrea dy pa s s ed  th e t im e to b r in g it  u p  before Cou n cil.  Mr . Ta ylor  

s a id  h e th ou gh t  th a t  in  th e pa s t , th e Town  h a d  don a ted  u p  to $500 .  

 

Rod  Cu ry con firm ed  with  Ma yor  Wh ite th a t  Ma ry La ws on  h a d  requ es ted  a  

don a t ion  to th e Fes t iva l of th e Arts , wh ich  th e Town  h a s  don e for  m a n y yea rs , 

a n d  th e t ra d it ion a l don a t ion  h a s  been  $500 .  

 

Dou g Ra t liff s poke a bou t  a ll of th e requ es ts  for  don a t ion s  a n d  s a id  a t  s om e 

poin t , Cou n cil n eeds  a  s et  a m ou n t  of m aybe $10 ,000 .00  a n d  n ot  go over  th a t .  

He s a id  it  wa s  goin g to get  ou t of h a n d , with  th e p rob lem s  with  th e bu dget  a n d  

we a re d is h in g it  ou t , we a re goin g to h a ve a  b ig p rob lem .  

 

Rod  Cu ry s a id  h e u n ders tood  bu t  th is  with  th e college is  a  yea r ly don a t ion  for  

s evera l yea rs . It  is  th e Fes t iva l of th e Arts  a t  SWCC a n d  pa r t  of th e college 

fou n da t ion . 

 

Rod  Cu ry m a de th e Motion  to s u ppor t  th e Fes t iva l of th e Arts , a s  h a s  been  

don e for  s evera l yea rs , s econ ded  by Ma ry An n  Stron g.  All in  fa vor , vote 6 / 0 . 

Mot ion  ca rr ied . 

 

La rry J oh n s on  m a de th e Motion  to go in to clos ed  s es s ion  pu rs u a n t  to Ch a p ter  

2 .23711  a  (6 )-Con tra ct  n egot ia t ion  a n d  pu rs u a n t  to Ch a p ter  2 .23711  a  (7 )-

Con s u lta t ion  with  lega l cou n s el, s econ ded  by Fra n ces  Meadows . All in  fa vor , 

vote 6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied . 

 

Cou n cil a greed  to ta ke a  five m in u te b rea k  before goin g in to clos ed  s es s ion .  

 

Cou n cil wen t  in to clos ed  s es s ion  a t  10 :30  pm  a n d  retu rn ed  a t  11 :30  pm .  

 

La rry J oh n s on  m a de th e Motion  to retu rn  from  clos ed  s es s ion  pu rs u a n t  to 

Ch a p ter  2 .23711  a  (6 )-Con tra ct  n egot ia t ion  a n d  pu rs u a n t  to Ch a p ter  2 .23711  a  

(7 )-Con s u lta t ion  with  lega l cou n s el, s econ ded  by Rod  Cu ry. All in  fa vor , vote 

6 / 0 . Motion  ca rr ied . 

 

Th e Ma yor  a s ked  a ll Cou n cil m em bers  to a ffirm  th a t  n oth in g els e wa s  

d is cu s s ed  oth er  th a n  th os e m a t ters  pu rs u a n t  to Ch a p ter  2 .23711  a  (6 )-

Con tra ct  n egot ia t ion  a n d  pu rs u a n t  to Ch a p ter  2 .23711  a  (7 )-Con s u lta t ion  with  

lega l cou n s el. Dou g Ra t liff, yes ; Fra n ces  Mea dows , yes ; J oe McCra cken , yes ; 

Rod  Cu ry, yes ; La rry J oh n s on , yes ; Ma ry An n  Stron g, yes .  
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With  n o fu r th er  bu s in es s  to d is cu s s , Rod  Cu ry m a de th e Motion  to reces s  u n t il 

Febru a ry 20 , 2014  a t  8 :00  pm , s econ ded  by La rry J oh n s on .  All in  fa vor , vote 

6 / 0 .  Motion  Ca rr ied .  

 

 

         _______________________ 

         J a n  Wh ite, Ma yor  

 

______________________ 

Su s a n  Wh it t , Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


