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Advised he had invested his life in this Town and its time to find a solution and not fight.
Stated a lot of people are dedicated to this Town that don’t live and vote here.

Stated the Council members are politicians whether they like it or not and the legacy that
they will leave behind is important.

Ginger Branton, 109 East Hillcrest Dr., Cedar Bluf, VA- Mrs. Branton gave the following statements-

Advised that she and Doug have volunteered alongside many of the volunteers in
attendance today for months assisting to provide a safe haven for our young people.
Stated that the Chamber and C.A.R.T both have invested financial opportunities for
future productive citizens to embrace the arts and community citizenship by
understanding the valuable necessity that contributes to the quality of their lives.

Advised the Council they should be grateful for the leadership that is entrusted in them to
make the right decisions with wisdom, faith, and love for our future leaders.

Stated the Council needs to take responsibility to enrich the lives of our young people and
focus on the big picture for the future of Richlands, because they are the future leadership
of Richlands and to also understand the impact this decision will have and spend some
time visiting the Teen Center and use this to inspire their direction.

Sarah Rameo, 612 Indian Path Rd, Pounding Mill, VA- Mrs. Rameo gave the following statements-

Advised that Teen Venture provided her two children with the opportunity to engage in
their early childhood passion, rollerblading.

Stated that she was grateful for the facility and its programs to allow her children and all
the children in the community to explore and grow.

Advised that over the past few years, her and her husband Jonathan have worked to
establish the Junior Appalachian Musicians, also known as JAM, program at Teen
Venture. They have raised over $15k to support its development. The program allows
children to play stringed instruments that are not offered in school bands. Students learn
to play Bluegrass, Country, and Old Time Mountain Music that is a part of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Don Elmes, 7902 Pea Patch Rd., Jewell Ridge, VA-

Spoke briefly about the murals that have been painted at Teen Venture.
Stated that other Towns are seeing Teen Venture as a model and are trying to replicate it
in their own localities.

Advised they had a remarkable building and can’t understand why the Council wants to
eliminate it.

Randy Bolling, 124 Great View Road, Cedar Bluff, VA-

Advised he had not been involved with Teen Venture activities in many years but stated
that he was one of the original directors when it was established.

Stated that he was involved a few years ago when a group of 20-25 people from
Richmond came down to tour the building and they asked why they didn’t have a
building like this for their teens in Richmond.

Stated he couldn’t understand why the Town would want to abandon it after all these
years and advised the support is for keeping Teen Venture.

Jermey Carnam, 218 Tazewell Avenue, Richlands, VA-

Advised that he and his wife moved to Town nearly 3 years ago and has been
volunteering at Teen Venture for the past 6 months.

Stated that he has been struck by the immense pride that residents take in the Town and
Teen Venture building and the improvements that have been made is something to be
extremely proud of.
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