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Mrs. Mollo advised there had already been a number discussed with Teen Venture today before
the meeting and asked what that number was. Mr. White advised there was a number discussed
with Teen Venture a year ago and they had a conversation about previous conversations and that
he did not speak to someone that was on the Teen Venture board, he had spoken to community
members. Mrs. Mollo asked if he spoke to a third party that relayed the message back and Mr.
White stated he did not know if that information was relayed back or not. Mr. White stated he
spoke to a concerned member of the community, and they have a job to represent everyone in the
community.

Mr. White advised the reason they got to the point they were at with Teen Venture is because
there were some things going on that shouldn’t have gone on and a director was arrested,
charged, and convicted.

Mr. White stated he was there in the beginning and had many discussions about Teen Venture
with Dr. Willis when it was still just a thought or an idea and he has always tried to come up with
solutions to problems there. Mr. White also stated they have a job on the Council and if they can
resolve an issue without having a fight or going to court, he thinks it’s the Councils responsibility
to do that. Mr. White advised he was very clear that he is only one vote but he would take the
concerns they have back to the Council and that’s what he is asking to do, to see if there is a
possibility that they can come to an agreement, and if not that’s fine, they can move on. Mrs.
Mollo advised that she agrees with that, but it had already been decided, and the public has a
right to see it. Mrs. Mollo stated she was not afraid to stand alone and will always stand up for
what’s right.

Upon a motion by Seth White, seconded by Jordan Bales and the roll call vote of all members
present, the Council voted 4/1, with Laura Mollo voting no, to add VA Code Section: 2.2-
3711(A)(6)- Contract Negotiation- Potential Contract with Teen Venture to the Executive
Session.

Upon on a motion by Laura Mollo, seconded by Seth White and the unanimous roll call vote of
all members present, the Council voted 5-0 to approve the remaining additions and deletions to
the agenda.

Upon on a motion by Jordan Bales, seconded by Laura Mollo and the unanimous roll call vote of
all members present, the Council voted 5-0 to approve allowing Erica Galloway to speak during
Scheduled Public Comments.

IN RE: Authorization to Pay Bills (September)

There were no questions regarding the Bills for September.

Upon a motion by Laura Mollo, seconded by Jordan Bales, and the unanimous roll call vote of
all members present, the Council voted 5-0 to approve paying the bills for September.

IN RE: Minutes

Upon a motion by Seth White, seconded by Laura Mollo, and the roli call vote of all members
present, with Gary Jackson abstaining from all except the September 25, 2025, Special Called
Minutes (due to not being present at the other Meetings), the Council voted to approve the
following Meeting Minutes.

e September 9, 2025- Joint Public Hearing
e September 9, 2025- Public Hearing
¢ September 25, 2025- Special Called Meeting

IN RE: Executive Session

Mayor Cury advised the Council would be going into Executive Session pursuant to:
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¢ Thanked Mr. Jackson, Mr. Holt and Mrs. Whitt for helping with their fishing
fundraiser on September 28.

e Spoke to Council about the Dolly Parton Imagination Library and advised they
already have nearly 400 children enrolled throughout the county after only a month of
being live.

¢ Also spoke on the importance of reading to babies.

e Advised the Library has lowered the age limit for Library Cards.

Mr. White asked if they have the registration forms in the local hospitals yet, and Mrs. Galloway

advised they were going to start including them in goodie bags that they are already sending for
newborns.

IN RE: Unscheduled Public Comments

There were no Unscheduled Public Comments.

IN RE: Recognition Richlands EMS & Richlands PD

Matt Whited, EMS Director, spoke to the Council regarding a 911 call they received on August
28, 2025, from Richlands High School stating a male student that was down on the track and not
breathing. Mr. Whited advised the EMS crew arrived on scene within five minutes along with the
SRO’s and Richlands Police Department.

Mr. Whited stated that it was a positive outcome for Braden Mitchell, who is attending the
meeting.

Mr. Whited presented a Lifesaving Certificate and Pin to the following crew members:

e Lt. Scott McCormack
e Lt. Josh Shelton

e Sgt. Jonathan Whited
e EMT Chris Lester

e EMT Billy Beavers

Mrs. Mitchell thanked the crew for everything they had done for her son.

IN RE: Teen Venture Presentation

Mrs. Mollo advised that before she starts her presentation she wanted to caution the audience in
the council chambers and at home, if you have children, you may not want them to hear her
presentation, it includes explicit language and material that is not appropriate for them to hear.

Mrs. Mollo stated that she wanted to explain to the citizens how they got to the point they were
at with Teen Venture. Mrs. Mollo also stated she thinks the founders of Teen Venture would’ve
never dreamed that any of what she was about to play for the audience would happen.

Mrs. Mollo stated that out of the twelve Teen Venture Board Members, only two of them live
within Town limits.

Mrs. Mollo advised that about two years ago she was at an event when someone in the know of
Teen Venture approached her and was making small talk and mentioned a story about a girl quite
recently that had got in some trouble for an illegal THC Vape that she was given at Teen Venture.
Mrs. Mollo stated that she asked the person if that had been reported to Chief Holt because she
would like to see the police report, and she was told there would be no police report because they
could not report the incident to Chief Holt because they didn’t have the same agreement with
him as they had with the previous Chief of Police. Mrs. Mollo stated that she asked what the
agreement was, and she was told they don’t report things like this to the police anymore because
people don’t like to donate to places where stuff like this happens. Mrs. Mollo advised the person
went on to tell her about the sexual assault of a girl that was also never reported by Teen Venture.
Mrs. Mollo stated that immediately after she left this event, she called Chief Holt and advised
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had been used as an investigative tool recently that assisted in solving the last two pedestrian hit
and runs. Chief Holt advised the last camera that was set up, was the one in Hidden Valley
because if a crime happens in that neighborhood, they would hopefully be able to catch them
going in and out of the neighborhood.

Deputy Chief Crouse advised the camera was also placed at the entrance to Hidden Valley on
Kents Ridge Road because it was the only other road that comes in or out of the Town that didn’t
already have a camera.

Chief Holt advised the cameras were only used as investigative tool and not to “spy” on anyone
in Hidden Valley.

Mr. Bales inquired if the police department is following all laws regarding storage and Deputy
Chief Crouse advised him, they are following all laws and state codes, and that they also have a
policy in place for the cameras. Chief Holt advised that one of the great things about being an
accredited agency is that they have a policy for just about everything.

Mr. Bales advised that they have had these cameras set up at their parks for over a year now and
the main reason is in case of a child abduction.

IN RE: Food Truck Discussion

Mr. Holt stated that there is currently no Ordinance that requires food trucks to have a business
license in Town and asked for Councils guidance. Mr. Holt suggested requiring food trucks to
obtain a business license after 30 calendar days- not consecutive days.

Mrs. Mollo stated she was very supportive of all food trucks and brick and mortars in Town, but
this topic had come to her attention when she received a complaint from a citizen about a Food
Truck being set up in Town permanently and how it is not being fair to the restaurants in Town.

Mr. Bales stated he thought it would be hard to enforce, and he doesn’t think the lemon is worth
the squeeze in this scenario. Mr. Bales also advised he doesn’t want to discourage food trucks
and vendors from coming into Town.

Mr. Bales stated that one of the best restaurants in Town began as a food truck.

Mr. White inquired if Mr. Holt could gather more information for Council before they move
forward.

Mr. Holt advised that staff could bring back more information and options for the Council.
Mayor Cury declared a five-minute recess.

IN RE: Enterprise Zone Ordinance- Second Presentment (Q-2025-10-
on

Mr. Thomas discussed the number of employees listed in the Ordinance with Council and they
advised him that they preferred it be two employees instead of three or five.

Mrs. Mollo advised there was one other change that needed to be made, the addition of “in the
county or the county itself” be added into the language.

Upon a motion by Laura Mollo, seconded by Jan White and the unanimous roll call vote of all
members present, the Council voted to approve Ordinance 0-2025-10-01, as amended.

IN RE: Zoning Amendment Ordinance- First Presentment (0-2025-11-
01)

Mr. Jackson advised the Planning Commission recommends granting the submitted amendments
to the existing Town Zoning Ordinance to allow the future placement of modular homes on lots
to be located in the Towns R1 districts.
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Southwest Virginia Community College MOU- Mr. Bales advised they were approached about
two months ago by the Athletic Director of the college wanting to use the basketball section of
the REC Park to practice softball and baseball pitching during the colder months. Mr. Bales
stated he was able to negotiate with them and since they don’t pay to use any facilities, they
agreed to put clinics on for them.

Mrs. White asked about the operating hours of 8am-3pm when the PEC Park doesn’t open until
11:00am, Mr. Bales advised the employees will be there at that time.

Mr. Holt advised that the college has been a good partner to the Town and always show up to
help with events.

Mrs. Mollo asked if the public would be allowed in at the same time, Mr. Holt advised that in the
specific area where they would be pitching at, they don’t see many folks coming in at that time
due to school, etc. and doesn’t see it being impactful or a problem for the REC Park.

Mrs. Mollo stated she doesn’t think the Town of Richlands has any business signing anymore
contracts with other people, without some sort of financial agreement.

Mr. Bales stated it could be terminated at any time if there were any issues.

Mr. White stated he knew this was something the college needed and he has no issues with the
MOU.

Mrs. Mollo advised she was voting no because she just received a copy of the MOU tonight and
wanted time to digest it.

Mrs. Mollo asked if they could terminate the MOU at any time if issues come up, Mr. Bales
advised they could, and it does not automatically renew.

Upon a motion by Jordan Bales, seconded by Seth White and the unanimous roll call vote of all
members present, the Council voted to approve directing Mr. Holt to sign the MOU with
Southwest Virginia Community College for utilizing the REC Park for softball and baseball
pitching.

Detour Update- Asked for an update on the detour near the school, Mr. Holt advised they
should be wrapped up within the next week.

Parade- Inquired how the parade went because he’d received mixed reviews. Mayor Cury
advised they would discuss it off Council.

Trash Truck- Inquired if the Town has ordered a new Trash Truck yet and Mr. Holt stated they
did not because there was some other equipment that they probably need to order before a Trash
Truck, including a Pumper. Mr. Bales suggested they consider adding an additional $1 fee for
that when the next budget comes up.

Backboard at Critterville- Thanked staff for replacing the backboard that had gotten busted.

Brush Truck- Advised he had received tons of compliments about the Brush Truck following
the Trash Truck, so that was a good idea.

Rick Wood- Absent.

Gary Jackson- Asked Mr. Holt for an update on the bridge, Mr. Holt advised the timeline looks
promising and is on track.

Seth White- Advised he had received a ton of complaints regarding the sewage that is leaking out
of the Trash Truck as they run through Town, so they are installing a new valve to be able to
drain it off regularly.

Mayor Cury declared a five-minute recess.

IN RE: Mavor Comments
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Upon a motion by Laura Mollo, seconded by Seth White and the unanimous roll call vote of all
members present, the meeting was adjourned.

Amanda Beheler, Town Clerk

10



