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Th e Rich la n ds  Town  Cou n cil h eld  a  Pu blic Hea r in g on  t h e EMS Billin g in  th e Rich la n d s  Cou n cil 

Ch a m bers  on  J u n e 10 , 2 01 4  a t  7 :0 0  p m  with  th e followin g pres en t :  

 

 Ma yor : J a n n is  Wh ite 

 Town  Ma n a ger : Tim  Ta ylor  

 Town  Clerk : Su s a n  Wh it t   

 Town  At torn ey: Bra d  Ra t liff 

 Cou n cil Mem bers : J oe McCra cken , Rod  Cu ry,  

 Dou g Ra t liff, Ma ry An n  St ron g, La r ry J oh n s on  

 Ab s en t : Fra n ces  Mea d ows  

  

Ma yor  Wh ite ca lled  th e m eet in g to ord er  a n d  d efer red  to Bra d  Ra t liff, Town  At torn ey. 

 

Bra d  Ra t liff s a id  th e p u rpos e of th is  Pu blic Hea r in g is  to receive p u blic com m en ts  to con s ider  

b illin g ra tes  for  em ergen cy m edica l s ervices  delivery. As  ea ch  of you  a re a wa re, ou r  Town  

provides  EMS Services .  Th e n ew Ord in a n ce h a s  in t rodu ced  s pecific ra tes  for  delivery of th es e 

s ervices . Th is  is  s o th a t  we h a ve s om e s en s e of wh a t  th es e ra tes  a ctu a lly a re. His tor ica lly, we 

h a ve n ot  h a d  a  s ta n da rd ized  ra te , a n d  th is  pa r t icu la r  Ord in a n ce es ta b lis h es  u n iform  b illin g 

s ta n da rds  for  a ll EMS s ervices  d eliver ed  by th e Town , for  th e town  res iden ts  a s  well a s  

res iden ts  ou ts ide town  lim its .  

 

He a d vis ed  th a t  th e ra tes  th a t  a re b ein g propos ed  a re for  ba s ic life s u p p or t  (BLS) $ 4 95 .00 ; for  

a dva n ce life s u p p or t , level 1  (ALS1) $ 82 5; for  a dva n ced  life s u pp or t , level 2  (ALS2) $ 92 5 .0 0 ; a n d  

Grou n d  Tra n s por t  Milea ge (GTM) $ 1 6 .0 0  per  m ile.  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ks  if th ere a re a n y pu blic com m en ts .  Hea r in g n on e, s h e a s k ed  Cou n cil if th ey 

h a d  a n y qu es t ion s .  

 

Rod  Cu ry a s k ed  a b ou t  Sect ion  E , Pa ge 2 , Nu m b er  1 -h a vin g to do with  a  pers on  bein g fou n d  to 

be in d igen t  a n d  Sect ion  E , pa ge 2 , Nu m ber  3 , p ers on s  wh o dem on s t ra te fin a n cia l h a rd s h ip  in  

a ccorda n ce with  a dm in is t ra t ive policies  es ta b lis h ed  by th e Town  Ma n a ger .  

 

Tim  Ta ylor  s p ok e to th os e qu es t ion s  a n d  s a id  th e p olicies  were es ta b lis h ed  to ea s e th e is s u es  

ca u s ed  to th e s ta ff to h a ve to decid e th in gs  lik e th a t . If Cou n cil wou ld  lik e to es ta b lis h  a  policy 

on  th os e s ervices , we wou ld  s eek  a d vice from  people wh o dea l with  dem ogra ph ics  of th os e type 

of people th a t  ca n ’t  pa y th eir  b ills  a s  es ta b lis h ed  by eith er  th e Federa l or  Sta te Govern m en t  a n d  

let  th em  h elp  u s  d evelop  th os e a n d  th en  get  Cou n cil t o a d opt  th em . Th a t  wa y th e Town  

Ma n a ger  is  n ot  a ct in g in  th a t  type of a u th or ity n or  d oes  s ta ff h a ve to m a ke decis ion s  on  th eir  

own .  Th a t  gives  a  b et ter  feel for  ba la n ce a n d  we ca n  u s e m ore exp er t  people to h elp  u s  

es ta b lis h  th os e p olicies  ba s ed  on  th e wa y th in gs  a re in  th a t  in du s t ry. On ce th os e a re 

es ta b lis h ed , th ey ca n  go a h ea d  a n d  a d opt  th em  a n d  we will en force th em . He s a id  h e wou ld  

ra th er  h e or  h is  s ta ff d id  n ot  a d opt  or  es ta b lis h  a n y policies . You  d on ’t  wa n t  people com in g in to 

th es e m eet in gs  a n d  a ir in g th os e th in gs  ou t  in  p u blic th a t  a re  s om et im es  very pr iva te.  

 

Bra d  Ra t liff a d ded  th e goa l for  th a t  elem en t  wa s  to p rovide Cou n cil with  s om e ch ecks  a n d  

ba la n ces .  Th ere h a s  been  d is cu s s ion  a b ou t  h ow th in gs  a re h a n dled  with  in d igen t  popu la t ion , 

with  folks  wh o ca n ’t  pa y. Cou n cilm a n  McCra cken  in  pa r t icu la r  ra is ed  th a t  is s u e s evera l t im es  

in  con cern  a bou t  wh eth er  a  pers on  ca n  or  ca n n ot  pa y a n d  s o th a t  wou ld  a llow u s  flexib ility to 

determ in e wh a t  ca tegory of th e p opu la t ion  of p eople a re goin g to fa ll in to th a t  ca tegory a n d  

fin d in g s om e a ltern a t ive m ea n s  to d o th a t , we ca n  ed it  th e Ord in a n ce to a d opt  in d igen ce 

gu id elin es  to go by.  Th e Dept . of Socia l Services  gu idelin es  wou ld  b e a  good  exa m ple.  Mr . 

Ta ylor  s a id  for  fu el a n d  coolin g a s s is ta n ce, we h a ve th os e p olicies  fa xed  to u s  b efore we b egin  

pa r t icip a t in g in  th os e p rogra m s .  Th ere a re em ploym en t  gu id elin es , h ow m u ch  people ca n  

m a k e a n d  fa m ily s ize, etc. If you  cou ld  m odify th a t , it  wou ld  h elp  u s  to es ta b lis h  th os e.  

 

La r ry J oh n s on  a s ked  if th ere wa s  a lrea dy s om eth in g on  file for  th e elect r ica l.  Mr . Ta ylor  s a id  

th a t  elect r ica l is  a  lit t le d ifferen t  beca u s e it ’s  m ore of a  p olicy th a t  cou n cil h a d  a d opted ; it  h a s  

been  es ta b lis h ed  for  a  lon g t im e.  It  is  n ot  ba s ed  on  in com e.  We don ’t  ever  forgive th os e ra tes , 

we rea lly ca n ’t . Th is  is  d ifferen t , th es e a re fees . It  wou ld  be ea s ier  to es ta b lis h  th os e. If you  ba s e 

if on  a  dem ogra ph ic va r ia b le th en  you  d on ’t  h a ve to go ba ck  a n d  d o it  every yea r . If you  d on ’t  

like th em  th en  you  ca n  ch a n ge th em . Bu t  on ce th ey a re a d opted , wh oever  does  it , it  gives  u s  a  

bet ter  policy. You  n eed  to rem ove a s  m u ch  grey a rea  a s  you  ca n , u n les s  it  is  a  s pecia l s itu a t ion .  

 

Rod s a id  h e d idn ’t  wa n t  to pu t  th e Town  Ma n a ger , th e Ma yor  or  t h e Cou n cil in  a  p la ce of 

determ in in g wh o is  in d igen t  a n d  wh o is n ’t .  I kn ow th a t  I a m  n ot  qu a lified  to do th a t .  

 

Tim  Ta ylor  a s ked  Bra d  if th e ra tes  were th e s a m e a s  th e on es  we h a d  previou s ly. Bra d  s a id  

th es e ra tes  were develop ed  in  con ju n ct ion  with  Mr . Ru s s  a n d  a re ju s t  s ligh t ly m odified .  

 

Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  for  a n y fu r th er  com m en ts . Hea r in g n on e, Ma yor  Wh ite a s ked  for  a  Mot ion  

to Adjou rn  th e Hea r in g.  Rod  Cu ry m a d e th e Mot ion , s econ ded  by Dou g Ra t liff.  All in  fa vor , 

5 / 0 . Mot ion  ca r r ied .  
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Meet in g a d jou rn ed  a t  7 :28  pm .  

 

       ________________________________ 

       J a n n is  Wh ite, Ma yor  

 

_______________________________ 

Su s a n  Wh it t , Clerk  


